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PREFACE. 



IShall give myfelf vcry little Trou^ 
ble in proving the Authenticity 
of thefe Lettcrs : Whocvcr pe- 
rufes them, will find in them Marks 
oï Gcnuinenefs much too flrong to 
admit of the leaA Doubt. 

It muft be own'd however, that 
they havc lefs of Humour, of Lc- 
vity, of Wit, than thofe of Madame 
Sevigné 5 but they are at leaft as natu- 
rai, more interefting, and abound with 
ftronger Senfe. Madame de Mainte 
non will from henceforth hold her Rank 
among the beft Writers of the^ Age of 
Lewis XIV. 

By a Promife of Secrecy, I am not 
at Liberty to fay from what Hand thefe 
Letters came: Why this ûiould be 
required I know not, for my own 
Part 5 I fce notbing in them either to 
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préjudice or difpleafe any one : But» 
Secrecy has been enjoined^ aod it^was 
my Bufinefs to acquiefce. 

Hitherto Mankind hâve been much 
divided in their Sentiments of Madame 
de Maintenon. Some hâve loaked upon 
her as a defigning Coquette ; others 
.hâve taken her for a Woman of prc- 
cife aâSbâed Piety : But I c^iinot.be of 
Opinion tha|: thefe Charaéters will- be 
found in hçr Leîtters. Some v^rill fay 
flie was of an unfettled Difpofition ^ 
othërs, that .£be owi34 ber Elévation 
more to Chaûce, than to good Senfe 
and Virfue; The Goxcoïnb wiH at 
low her to be a very narrow Genius ^ 
' the Peiîfive will regard her uacommoa 
Piety as a political Refinement only» 
and fancy he can deduce Proofs of 
DiflîmulatiQa from her devout and 
myftical Stije. . 

For myfelf, who would efteem no- 
thing that appearâ un^Vorthy of it, I 
xguil b(e fuâfered to admire tbis Lady,* 
kaving others to look into her Heart, 
^d pafs Judgment on it. . Her Cha- 
raâer is too confpiciSious in theiè art- 

lefa 



kfs Billets, wrote to Pérfons wîth 
whom flie had not the leaft Ncccffity 
for poiitkai Fetches, not to prevail at 
length oyer the Malignity of the hu* 
xnan Heart* 

Let tholè who doubt of her fupc* 
rîor Genius, refle<ît only on her For- 
tune : Is it poflible to Ibar on hîgh 
without Wi«gs ? or can fuch ■ a 
Flight be maintâinçd - without Efforts 
and without y igour ? 
^ It is tr^ Ma4anie de Maint mon 
was devout, perhaps more fo than.was 
ncceffary at Ferfailks : But how many 
good Qualities muft not flie hâve had, 
who; wtïllft fome at Court were îmi- 
tating her Piety, could induce thè reft 
to excufè her in the Exercife of it ! 

The Publication of thefe Letters, it 
is prefumed, wjll hâve its Ufe 5 they 
will at leaft ïhew that refined political 
Schemes are Ao Ways incompatible 
wilh a TaftjB for the moft fubiime Dé- 
votion, and that it is poflible at the 
famé Time to love St. Tbere/à and 
Tadtus. 

Thofe 
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Thofe who look for Intrigue, may 
fparc thcmfelvcs thc Trouble of read- 
îng thefe Lettere. The Elévation of 
Madame de Maintenon had nothing irt 
it but what was lawful and natural ; 
and flie Was therefôre the Wonder of 
the Age fhe lived in. 

In this CoUeâion are inferted many 
that wëre written to her by eminent 
Perfons j not în order to fwell the 
Volume, but folely with a View of 
adding to the Pleafure of ^the Rea- 
der : I am not certain whether every 
one of them may be placed in exaâ 
Order of Time. 

There are other Letters of Madame 
de Maintenon (and fome of Madame de 
Monte fpan) not printed in this Volume, 
which will ihortly be publiflied. 
* In this new Edition, the Tranflator 
bas thought proper to add the 266th 
Letter, from the firft Volume of the 
Tatler^ wherc it was formerly pub*- 
liihed« 
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Madame De Main tenon. 



LE T TER I. 

Tiff Mademoi/elle De St. Hermant. 

^orty > ■ j i66û« 

Y OU flatter me, Madam, indeed too 
much, aîid treat me, almoft, as if I were 
of the other Sex. Your Encomiums 
on me really carry more Flattery in them than 

thofe of Monfieur De M ^; His Praifcs 

are more paflîonatç, but they are lefs tender 
thân youfs : I fhouîd, in Truth, be fhy of a 
Lover that could find a Way to my Heart with 
the feme Addrefs as you get Admittancé to ît, 
Paris wouldbe Httle regrettcd by me, were you 
abfent from it : You eclipfe* evcry Thing that 
pleafes me in that City. The Tcars wç havc 
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fiicd together I fliall never forgetj cveryTime 
I think of them, I weep again ; and as often as 
I fit upon that Chair of your own working, 
what new Delight does it afFord me ! When I 
&id myfelf in the Humour to write to you, I 
am neither fatisfied with my ExpreiEons normy 
Thoughts, unleFs I make ufe of your very Pa- 
per and Pens. I beg you would difpenfe with 
me from ufing ail the Paper in Letters tb you : 
I hâve neither Confidence nor Abilities fufficient 
for fuch a Tafk. 1 promife you Half of it, and 
you fliall hâve the Remainder when I hâve as 
mucH Wit as Monfieur Scprron. I hâve a great 
Affeâion for Mademoifelle de Neuilkn: frzy 
acquaint her with it, and thank her for the Ser- 
vice file has done me in giving me fuch a Friend 
as. yourfelf, who might aiFord me fome Comfort 
im the Lofs of a Mother, were any Thing ia 
Ihis World capable of dotng fo. 

LE T TER IL 

IFrtm Mr. Scarron to MademoifiUe 

*D'Aubigné. 
T EVER fufpeaed, that the litde Girl, who 
came into my Chambcr fix Months ago in a 
Gown too (hort, and fell a-crying, I know not 
tox what^ had as much good Senfe as her Looks 
feemed to difcover. The Letter you wrote to 

Mademoifdlç 

S Afterwards Madame de iiaintenen. 
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« 

Mademoifelle de St. Hermant abounds with fo 
much Wit) that I am out of 'Temper with my 
own, for not having fooner made me'feniible of 
ail the Merit of yours. To deal ihgenuoufly 
with you, I fliould never hâve imagined, that 
in the American Iflands, or axnong the Nuns of 
Niort y we might learn to wrîte élégant I^tters: 
And I cannot well conceive the Reafon why 
you hâve taken the Ikme Care to conceal your 
Wit, as others do to difplay theirs. Now that 
you are difcovered, you fhould make no more 
Difficulty of writing to me than to Mademoi- 
felle de St. Hermant. VU mufter up my wholc 
Skill to return you as good a Letter as your 
own ; but you will hâve the Pleafure to find 
how far I corne (hort of you. Such as I am» I 
fhall ever remain, ^c. 

LETTER III. 

From the famé to tbefam.- 

YOU are then iy of a Tertian Aguc : If ît 
turns to a Quartan, we fliall hâve a trou- 
blefome Gueft the whole Winter, for you'U not 
doubt of its being as great a Plague to me as to 
yourfelf. Pray let me know how many Re- 
tums of it we hâve already had, and wKat the 
Phyficians fay of it, /or you will fee them firft : 
Ifs not a littie odd indeed, that you jQiouId hear 

B 2 ho^ 
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5iow I am four or five Days before I Icnow my- 
felf. Overwhelm'd as I am with Uls, I car- 
tainly rely much on my own Strength to bear 
{o great a Share in your Sicknefs. I know not 
whether I had not donc better to bave been 
upon my Guard the £rft lime I Ikw y ou : To 
judge by the Evenr, I certainly ought to havc 
been fo. But then, how unlikely was it, that 
a young Girl (hould difcompofe the M^nd of an 
old Batchelor? Who could have ever fufpeâed 
her of doing me Mifchief enough to make me 
regret being no longer in a Condition to take 

Revenge? But, Compliments a part, — I know 
you are ill, and am ignorant whether they at- 
tend you as they ought ; this incrcafcs the Vcx» 
ation I have in feeing you as unfortûnate as I 
am ufclefs to you. For, 

Whilft you, my 7m, ftrfetchy at Eafe, 
Can find Repofe whene'er you pleaCe, 

In Shcets of dirty Hue ; 
Poor I, your reftiefs love-fick Swaia, 
Tumble and tofs ail Night, with Pain, 

In dirtier Sheets than you. 

And ail this for loving you more than I was fen* 
fible of. Oh, how I adore you ! What FoUy thus 
to love ! It's conftantly in my Mind to take a 
^ourney to P^itûu -, but in this fliarp Weather 

is 
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15 it not Madncfs ? Oh ! retum, return, for I 
am diforderM cnough to regret abfent Beauties^ 
I fhould hâve known my Café bettcr,, and con- 
fidered my Infirmities as more than enough, ia 
beingmaim'd and crippIc^J from Head to Foot^ 
without addinganother Diftemper, that of Im- 
patience to fee you. *Tis a curs'd Difeafe^ 
Don't I well know'how it is with poor M ■ » 
becaufe he fées you not fo often as he would, 
though he fées you every Day ? He writes about 
it like one in defpair ;. and TU warrant you he. 
is by this Time damned, not for being a 
Heretic, but becaufe he Toves yon ; this is faying 
CYtry Thing. You cuglu, howcver, to fit 
down côntented with your Conquefts ; and.leave 
Mankînd. at laft to enjoy a little Peace» 

You are very bappy in not having me to deal 
wtth; I ihould handle you to good Purpofe. 
You laugh, perhaps, at my Menaces ; but 
know, proud Beauty, Men of Refolution are 
Bot wanting in an AfFaii: the public are fa 
greatly interefted in : They will not fuffer their 
Sex to be killed with Impunity. And now tell 
me. Charmer, are you a Ghriftian ?* you arc a: 
Turk upon my Honour ; I am too fenfible of 
it ; and that too of the mofl malicious Caft : 
Nay, the better Sort of thefe People are great 
Alms-gtvers y but, from- what I know in /our 

B j. Temper 
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Tempcr, you would not do a Kindncfi for ^ 
Empire, no, not cven to them that love you. 
You are then in reality gopd for nothing, tho* 
a Compofition of many fine Qualities and good 
Thîngs. You verify, bctter than any Body, 
the Proverb, allthat glitters is mtGold: in fine, 
you are as deviliflily mifchievous as fair : And 
notwithftanding ail this, (fuch is the Power of 
Beauty) I am, more than any onc lîving, 

Your's, i:fc* 

LETTER IV. 

From the famé to the famé. 

TjOW pecvifh arc you ? If you had not many 
good Qualities, what Plagues muft I endure 
in cultivating a Friendihip with you î Well, 
vrhen once I break my Word with you, you 
will be lâdly difconcerted. And fhould I break 
ic a hundred Times over, I fhall qever love you 
lefs. You fee, I hâve (o great an AfFeâion for 
mj Friends that I am aihamed of it. But I 
confefs too therc are fome fmall Inconveniences 
to be met with from me. I am devilifh lazy ; 
to ihçw you how true this is, mère Sloth hin- 
ders me from finding the Verfes for you ; though 
I long more to fend them to you, than you do 
to receive them ; and 'tis the utmoft I may do, 
after you bave well rated me. But you ihall 

fce 
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fee how patiently I will bear it, and may tlienee 
conclude that I am at leaft fit to bear chidmg, i£ 
fit for nothing better. It is neediefe for any one 
lo ftrive to fet us at Variance ; we can quarrrf' 
well cnough by ourfelves, without others having; 
a Hand in it : We (hall ïndeed quickly be recon- 
ciled, but fall to it agsûn with redoubled Malice» 
Adieu. If I am any thing lefs thao your moft 
humble and moft obedient Servant, the Devi£ 
take me» 

LETTER V. 
From the famé to the famé. 

T^OW for it ! Hère are the Verfes, which 
will convince you, my little Tygrefs, that I 

had done well> to hâve been upon my Guatd 

againft you» 

TV I R I S. 

I. 

•^ni^HILST I was with you tv'ry Day^ 
^ My Dove, my blooming Fair,, 

I vicw'd your Charms, I heard your Wit,, 
Regardiefs of the Snare.. 
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II. 
But from your Sight when once debarr'd, 

What Torturera I ehdur'd ! . . 

Toofierce, too violent, alas! 

By Reafon to be cur'd. 

m. 

Parting, which ought to gîvc Relief, 

But added to my Pain ; 
For in your Chains ftill fafter link'd» 

I ftruggled ftiU in vain* 

Obdurate Iris ! cruel Faîr ! 

To kîndle fuch a Flame ; 
To make me burn, confume, and long 

For what I durft not Narae. 

V. 

Should I my Paffion once reveal, 

Your Anger 'twould proifure \ 
And (hould I keep the Secret clofe, 

My Diffolution's furc. 
Lucklefs Dilemma !-Death-or your Difdain.- 
With Patience die, rather than live in Pain. 

« 

M. De Mioffins is ill of the Goût : It's plain 

hç's fond of you. Love me, and I fhall be 

^Sured of ail my 111s. 

L E T- 
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LETTER VI. 

* f 

From tbe fatne to the famé. 

• * 

1 SEND you j Madara, my Confeifion. Tho* 
I fiand, before the World as a Pénitent, no 
Soûl living is to be:trufted fo much asyourlclf ; 
To y ou my Heartlies open.^ 

/w, your Eyes bave pierc'd me througji,. 
^Tisyoullove, and'onlyyouj 

You only I adore ; 
Ah ! lovely /m, when you hear, 
That I addrefs another Pair, 

Then never fee me more. 

This is fwearing by the River Zîyx : And can 
I, my Charmer, bihd myfelf to you.by too fauv 
ored an Oath ? Nay more, 

ni V o w. 

By Slyx f I tove you, and 'tîs true :— 
Alas ? that heath'nîfh Oath won't do ; 
Then mind my Chriftîan Vow, my Dear,. 
By Heav^hsy Tïl ever prove fincere ! . 
Tho' you fhould frown, and prove unkind, 
Yet.will I never change my Mind. 

B S « Thk 
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*« ThisFlamerm born to ; but'tîs you muft teU, 
*^ Whethcr they'rc Beams of Heav^riy or Fiâmes 
oîHelU 

What the Devil had I to do in that Galley ? 
Whyfhould Ilove.one^ who will never love 
me ? You are ever tellîng me wîth a Gaiety that 
tut8 me to the Heart> that I love you becaufe 
you are handfome^ and that you don't love XTf^^be- 
caufe I am ugly* 

Tho' Reafon tells me, Wûmankinâ 
hit falfe, înconftant as the Wind, 

And RocKs which A^m ihould ily; 
Yet Jrh has fuch Airs, fucb Grâces, 
And fo divinely fair her Face is. 

For her Fd freely die. 

LETTER VIL 

Trom Madame Scarron to Mademoifelk 

de Lenclos.* 

T SEND you fome Verfes which Mr. Scarron 
has made for you, after having tried in 
vain to make fome againjl you. I would not 
fufFer him to fend them to you, and tojd hiiti, 
by which you fee how much I rely on you, that 

* liinon de Lenchu bom at Véiris the 1 5^1 of Me^^ 
6, died the 1 7th of OiSftf^^, 1706. 
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Aey would bc more acceptable from my Hands 
than from his. 

Your Friends ail long for your Return. 
Ever fince your Abfence my Court bas been 
more numerous; but tbat's a poor Amends to 
them: They chat and play, they drink and 
yawn. The Marquis feems juft as heavy and 
melancholy as he was the firft Day after your 
Departure; he cannot inure himfelf to your 
Abfence ; 'tis an heroic Conftancy. Return» 
my moft Amiable ; ail Paris begs it of you. If 
M. de Vilkrceaux knew ail the Reports that Ma- 
dame de Fie/que fpreads againft him, he would. 
be afhamed of detaining you longer. St. 
Evrenwnd talks of fending Chatillony Mtojfens 
and Rincy, in Quality of Knights-errant, in 
order to ftorm your old Caftle and carry you ofF. 
Return, deareft Ninoriy and bring back to us the 
Grâces with ail. tbeir Train of Pleafures. Thefe 
are my hearty Wifhes, and thofe of Mri Scarron. 

fbllow^ 

ne W I S H. 

L 

My lovely Nimn^ beauteous Maid,. 
Whofe Orders are at Court obey'd 

By ail the flutterlng Beaux : 
Such are thy Charms, and fuch thy Witj 
That ail admiring, filent fit, 

Nor durft thy Pow'r oppofe ! 
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LE T TER IX; 

^0 Madame de Palaifeau.^ 

Paris^ 1654»^ 

T HAVE told Souvre ail that you yourfelf 
would hâve faid to him. I doubt his Suc* 
cefs ; however, be aiTured he will attempt Im^* 
poffibilitiess he has promifed me as much. He 
allows his Friénd's Behaviour to be bafe, but he 
infifts his Faults are lefièn'd by your Haughti* 
nefs. The Affair is without Remedy; ail he 
can do is to prevail on Him to double the Sum» 
With this you may be happy, if you reaily 
know how to be (b : Réputation may be re« 
gained. Give yourfelf up to God ^ at leaft re- 
tire for fome time from the World ; you maj 
foon appear in it again, as if this Accident had 
never made any Noife. You hâve indeed al« 
ways loved Virtue j and when the World (hall 
be perfuaded of this,. which may be effeâed by 
your Rettrement, they wHl forget your Fraii^ 

* Celefte de VaJaifeau^ Priorefs of Argent tuiL Scarron 
had a great Aife6lion for her in hi^ Youth, but fhe 
jilced lum. Having been deceived by a Gentleman^ 
who promifed to marry her^ fhe came back to her 
fîrft Lover» who had then loft his Regard for her, 
but aififted her as if he flill loved her. It is remark- 
able, that tliough fhe had an annual Income of 4000 
^iivres, fhe could not avoid being flarved toDeath. 

ties. 
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tîes. Mr. Scarron^ who forms a right Judg- 
ment of Things when he confiders them feri- 
oufly, is of my Opinion. Apply to fome ho- 
neft, pious Man, that may lead you into the 
right Wayt AU is Vanity and Vexation of 
Spiriti you muft know it by Expérience. 
Throw yourfelf into the Arms of God : He's 
the only Seing of whom we are never tired i 
nor will he'èver caft oiF thofe that put their 
Truft in him. 

LETTER X. 

^0 Madame de Pommercuil. 

Paris^ July lO, 1655. 

T Believe, Madam, the whole World cannot 
produce an Inftance of fo refined a Paffion^ 
as that ofMr, Scûrron's for you, ever fincehe had 
the Honour to fee you at his Bed's Head. He 
allows none fo beautifui as yourfelf, not even 
Madame ^le Longueville : To you he gîve» the 
Prîze of Beauty, the Prîze of Wit, the Prize of 
Virtue. You, Madam, are the only Perfon 
whofe Name he pronounces wrth Refpeft. For 
your Sake he has forgot the fair Unknown, and 
pardonM Madaillan* Madame de Brienne is 
jealous of you, and fo is Madamje de Fie/que \ 
judge then how jealous ought I to be. I ihall 

2 not 
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not tliank you for that magntficent * Chafublè r 
>tis a Prefent from too formidable a Rival : If ï 
would be advifed by my Friends, I (hould gct 
you deprived of the Prayers of the Church, and 
forbid the Prieft of M. Dtjlandes Payen ta re- 
member bis Benefàârefs. Madame de Bonneau 
is juft returnîng home from hence : She is fo 
much your Friend, and déclares it with fucb 
Chearfulnefs and Ze^> that one is afbamed 
not to love you as much as fhe does. 

LÈTT-E.R XI. 

To Madame Fôùquet, ' 

Paris^ May 25, 1658. 

T WILL no more importune you, Madam^ 
upon the Affair of the Unloaders j it is hap- 
pily terminated by the Proteâion of that Hero» 
to whom we owe ail Things, and whom you 
hâve the Pleafure of loving, The.Provoft of 
the Merchants liften'd to Reafdn, as foon as he 
heard the great Name of JRouquet. Give me 
Icave, Ibefeech you, Madam, to come and 
thank you for ît at Vaux. Madame de Vajfe af- 
fures me that your Kindnefs ftill continues for 
me, and that you would not look upon me as 
one- too many in thofe Walks and Arbours, 

♦ A Veftment wom by Priefts at Mafs. 

wbcrc 
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whereyou think fo fenfibly, or amufe yourfelves. 

fo agreeahly. 

L ET TER XIL 

To the famé. 

Paris i Sept. 4, 1659. 

npHE Lofs you hâve juft met with, bccomes 
a public one, Madam, by the Share tlie 
Court and City take in it. If any Thing could 
alleviate your Grief, it would doubtiefs be the 
Proof this Event gives you of the Efteem which 
ail Frante fhews for you, and the Superinten- 
dant of the Finances. The Nation could not 
hâve wept more for the Death of the Duke o^ 
Anjotu As for me, who am your Debtor on fè 
many Accounts, I hâve much more need of re* 
ceiving Confolation, than Capacity to give any. 
I loved that Child with infinité Tendernefs, and 
read in his Looks a Felicity and Glory which 
God has not fuffered him to arrive at, His 
holy Name be praifed; Heaven, Madam, has 
fnatch'd him from you, but it is to give him 
Happine& 
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LETTER XIIL 

To tbefamt. 

^ Paris j January i8, 1660. 

'X^HE Obligations you hâve laîd me undep 
'*' hâve not permitted me, Madam, to hefitate 

about the Propofal MsiddimeiieBonnMu has made 
me in your Namc : It is fo honourable for me, I 
am fo weary of my^refent Situation, and havefb 
great a Vénération for you, that I would not 
bave demurr'd a Moment, even though the 
Gratitude I owe you had been ûlent in the Cafe«u 
But Mr. Scarran^ tlK>ugb your . Dcbtor and 
ihoft humble Servant, cannot confent to it« 

My Inflances bave not faftcn^ bim» nor my 
ReafoHs perfuaded bim. Hq conjurer you to^ 
Ipve me lefs, or give me Proofs of it that may 
be lefs grating to bis Affedion for me. Read 
bis Pétition, Madam, and forgive the Vivacîty 
of it in a Huiband who has no other Preferva- 
tive againft Melancholy, no other Comfort in 
ail bis Aâliâions and Infirmities than bis be- 
loved Wife. I told Madame Bonneau^ that i£ 
you would (borten the Term, I might perhaps 
gain his Confent ; but I now plainly fee it is in 
vain to flatter myfelf fo far, and that I prefumed 
too much on my Power. I befeech you, Madam,. 
continue me your Proteâion : Nobody is more 

devoteA 
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ievottà to you than ï am ; znd my Gratitude 
wUl end but with my Life. 

LETTER XIV. 

Ta Madame de Villarçcaux.* 

T Prétend not to give you a Relation of the 
Ktng's Entry : I can only tell you it's im- 
poffible to make you conceive the Magnificence 
of it. Nothing I think could exceed it ; the 
Queen muft needs hâve gone to Bed fiifficîently 
contented with the Hufband ihe bas chofcn. 
The Cardinales Houfhold was far from the worft 
Part of tbe Sight : It began with feventy-twof 
Mules ; the firft 24 were fimply enough caparî* 
ibn'd ; the fécond 24 made a better Figure t 
and the reft had Tnippings of red Vclvet embiot« 
dered with Gold, with Silver Bits and Bells. 
Next came 24 Pages, and the Gentlemen and 
Officers ofhis Houfhold; and after them 12 
Coaches and his Guards : In fine, the Cardinal's 
Houfhold were above an Hour paffing by. That 

• Wife of Louis de Mornay^ Marquis of Villar^ 
ceauxy was a Lady of great Senfe, exceffively jealous 
of her Huiband, the mofl amiablç and moil unfaith* 
fui Man of his Time. 

•f- In the Pofthumous Works of La Fontaine wc 
find a Letter to M. Fouquet on this Entry, wrote half 
in Profe and half in Verfe, in which his Eminepcy's 
Mules are oftea mentioned. 

of 



C 10 y 

of f MMfinar came nezt. Ifergot to tell youv 
that among the Cardinales Houfhold there werc 
24 led Hoifes, ^dorned with fuch magnifîcent 
Trappings, that Icoiidd n«t take 017 Eyes front 
them. Monflcur's Hou&old on this account 
made but a very poor Figure ; fome fay there 
was a Deiîgn in this, and that it was done in^ 
order to expde the exce£ve Opulence of the 
CanUrial; Count ^Efiries calls this a proud 
Simplictty. The King's Houihold was truly 
Royal ; the Pages of the great and finall Stables- 
dextroufly managed their Horfes; the lèverai 
Brigades of Moufquetaires were diftinguiihed 
by différent Feathers in theit Hats; the- Pages 
of theJBed Cbamber.wei^ inVelvet embnoidered 
Vnth .(jcoI4.; M...de''NmHn ai ihe'Head of the 
Li^iitJiorre'} Vardes at the Head of the Hundred 
Swifs^ : Tbe n ■■ n o the Lords of the 
Cour( followed theXight Horfe : There were fo 
many of them» and every one making fo great 
a Figure,. it was impoffible to give the Préférence 
to either» I. looked for my Friends among 
them : Beuvron paffed by firft, and looked about 
for me, but his Eyes did not bappea to meet 
mine. I watched for M. deVillarceauxy but he 
was mounted on fo fiery a Steed, that he had 
got 20 Yards beyond me before I got fight of 



N 



+ The King's Brothcr, fo called, without any 

er TitJe. 

him ^. 



Jiim : He ^as one of thé leaft magnificcnt, but 
moft elegântly drefied ; his brown Hcad wa§ 
confpicuôus^ aiid gre^t Notice was taken of 
him by the Speâators. Thefe Noblemen ail 
ftopt to bow at the Balcony of the Abbé d^Au-* 
mont ■: You know who was there. The Confit 
de Guiche^ adorned with Jewels fparkling in the 
Sun, furrounded with fplendid Liveries, and 
foUowed by feveral OiKcers of thcGùards, went 
up into the Balcony, where îii's Figure, as you 
mayjudge, was much admired. The Maiihals 
of France preceded the King, before whom a 

Brocade Canopy was carried. {Part oftht 

MS> isiornhere.) With furprifing Gface 

and Majefty appeàred the Chancellor, furround- 
cd with Pages dreïTed in violet coloured Sattin 
laccd with Silver, arid Feathcrs in their Hats. It 
is hard to fay what made the fineft Appearance 
îh this Proceffion ; were I to difpofe of the Prize, 
-I (hould give it to the Horfe that carried the 
Seals. La Feùillade afFefted a Singularity that 
dîd not anfwer his Expeébtions: He wore black 
Ribbands and Black Fcathers. The Chevalier 
Jle Granumty RouvilU^ Bellefonis^ and fome 
others, foUowed the CardinarsHoufliold; every 
Body was furprized at it : Some fay they did it 
out of Flattery, and 'tis probable there may bê 
fome Truth in this Aflèrtion. The Prefidents 
à MûTtiir lookM ridiculous enough with their 

Mortar 
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L'ETTER XVI. 

To M. de Hermillî. 

St. Cermairij Sept* i8> 1664. 

XXTE hâve made a Vow, my dear Coufin^ 
to fpend Part of thc Autumn hère ; 
you wîU thercfore make your Vintage without 
us : Believe me, nothing but fo ftrong a Refo* 
lution as that which we hâve taken^ could hâve 
made us refufe your OfFers. We lead a very 
imiform, yet pleafant Life hère. Madame de 
Fiefquij Beuvrorij Mademoifelle de Praiin^ and 
Coulanges^ give us every Evening a little Con- 
cert. The Abbé makes Verfes, or reads' fuch 
as corne to us from Paris. We hâve the Morn- 
îng to ourfelves, and the reft of the Day we 
dedicate to Play, Converfation and Mufic. At 
St. Germain there is nothing but Pleafure ; at 
Paris they do nothing but mope or fleep. Thc 
Days hère are more ferene, the Air purer, the 
Zéphyrs milder. Adieu, dear Coufin, you hâve 
my Wiflics for a good Vintage» 
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LE T TER XVIL 

To the Duchefs de Richelieu. 

Feb, 20, i666. 

T Thank you, Madam, for the Retreat you 
offer me ; but am now quite averfe to re- 
moving from St, James* s-Street : Nothing but a 
feclufe Life can fuit me in the Condition to 
which I am reduced by the Death of the Queen 
Dowager. I will do myfelf tbc Honour to waît 
on you with the Veil, fuch as you hâve befpoke 
it. My Mournîng is very différent from that 
of the Court : I hâve my Benefaârefs, my 
Tranquility and my Happinefs to weep for. 
Hâve you read the Sonnet which the Abbé bas 
made on the Quccn-s Death ? Tis much the 
fineft. Pièce of the Kind. The Abbé muft eer* 
tainly be a Lover of Virtue, fmce he praifes it 
with fo much Warmth. 

LE T TER XVm. 

To the famé 

March 3, 1 666, 

T Swear, Madam» in the Prefence of God, that 
^ could I hâve forefeen the Queen's Death, I 

would not bave accepted of that Match : I ihould 

hâve 
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hâve loved my Liberty much more^ and re« 
fpeâed my Indigence. My Friends are cruel, 
they blâme me for rejeding the OfFers of a Mati 
(fBirth andFortum indeed, butvoid of Senfe and 

Manners. I hâve urged on this Subjeâ to the 
MarihaVs Lady, the ftrongeft and moft fenfible 
Arguments I was Miftrefs of ; y et fhe condemns 
me, and Ikys I am the Âuthor of my own Mif- 
fortunes. 'Tis true I ought not to be thus re- 
gretting the Lofs of the Penfion that fupported 
me, Godwillmake Amends for it ; I ihould be 
lamenting the Lofs of my Solitude, my Liberty, 
my Repofe \ Bleffîngs "which could not be re- 
ftored to me without a Miracle. Was the Re- 
fufal yet to be made, I would again do the famé, 
notwithftanding the extrême Poverty by vrhich 
Heaven is pleafed to try me : I hâve confulted 
my Heart; I hâve viewed, I bave confidered, 
and well weighed every Thing : And I am not 
guilty, Madam, I am unfortunate s and that is 
indeed fufficient. 

LETTER XIX. 

TV Mademoifelle de Lenclos. 

Match 8, i666« 

^OUR Approbation comforts me for the 

Cruelty of my Friends : In my prcfent 

Conditûm I cannot too often repeat ta myfelf, 

C that 
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i^fiftt ypu ^pprove t]ie Courage I hgvie had to 
make what it is. At the Royal Square they blanie 
me, at 5/. Germain they commeud me^ but no 
where do they thUik of pitying, or of ierviag 
me. What think you of the Comparlfon they 
bave dared to make to me betweeii tbàt Man 
and R^r. Scarron ? O Heavcas ! what a DifFc- 
rence? The latter, without Wealth, without 
the Pleafures of Life, brought good Company 
about me ; the other would bave hated them 
and made them keep their diftance. Mr. Scarron 
had not only Façetioufnefs of Temper, which 
ail the World faw, he had a Solidîty which 
fcarce any Body perceived in him : This other 
is neither fprightly, humorous, norfolid; ifhe 
talks, he is ridiculous. My Hufband was ex* 
.cellent upon the whole j I had çorredlcd bis too 
great Frecdoms ; he was neither mad nor vi- 
cious: His Probity would ftand any Tcft, his 
Difintereftednéfe was not to be matched. C— 
loves nothing but Pleafure, and bas the Efteem 
of none but profligate Youths ; the Prey of Wo- 
men» the I>upe of his Aoquaiatftnce, haug^ty, 
choleric, avaritîous and prodigal ; at leaft I 
thought I faw'all tfaefe Qualitits in hira. I con- 
grataUtjs y<oa for not having received him, not- 
w^tbftanding the Recommendatlons of La Ghâ • 
4r0 : You could never hâve made hiai £Nifihle tfaat 
tte 6x& Vifit ought ta be ihe bft. Affim tbok 



who attribute mytlefufâl to an Engagement» 
that my Heart is perfeéHy free, and will always 
remain fo : I hâve too much cxpcricnced, that 
the happieft Marrîage carrîes with ît no grcat 
Share of Delight, but Liberty I find does. Pray, 
make my Compliments to M. de la Rouchefou-- 
caultf and tell hlm the Book of yob and the Book 
of Maxîms are the only things I read. I (hall 
give you no thanks, fînce you are determined 
not to receive any ; my Gratitude however will 
fuffer no Diminution by the Silence you injoin 
me. How many things do loweyou, my moft 
amiable Friend, and howpleafing is it to beyour 
Debtor ! 

L E T T E R XX. 

7^ Madame de Chantelou. 

^OU ftt^ Madam, how far I am from the 
pvediâed Grandeur: I fubmit to Pron« 

dcnce ; and, indeed, what would it arail me to 
nofiiuir againft die Almighty ? My Frionlv 
hfve advUed «ne to apply to M. * '<^ ^, as rf 
they had forgot the Reafons I hsre to expcA 
notfaing from him. Shall I go to win him 
açdn by my Submiifions, and fue for the Ho* 
tf«ir «E Hîng his Penfioner ? I hâve been ient 

C 2 to 
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^o M^Colberiy and to what Purpofe ? Two 
Pétitions hâve been prefented to the King, in 
ivhich the Jbbé Tefiu exhaufted his Rhetoric, 
and they hâve not even obtained a readîng. Oh! 
wcre it my Fate to bc in high Favour, how 
^IfFerently (bould I treat the Unfortunate 1 How 
little are Men to be dçp^ded on ! When I 
wanted nothing, I might hâve obtained aDio- 
cefe ; and now that I am in Want of every 
Thing, ail is dénied me. Madame de Chalais * 
lias ofFered me her Proteâîon and Intereft, but 
'tis ail outiide : Madame Je Lyonne faid, / 
wiUJee about it^ I willfpeak — ^in the very Tone 
fhat means juft the contrary* Every one bas 
indeed ofFered me Services, but no body bas donc 
me any. The Duke bas no Intereft at Courte 
the Marflial is begging for htmfdf : In fhort» 
Madam, it is too certain that my Penfion will 
xiot be'reftored. I believe God calls me to him 
by thefe Trials : He calls his Children by Ad- 
' V^iities. Let him call me ; I will>follow liint 
ihrough the auftereft Rules : lamas tiredof the 
Wodd, as the Courtiers -can be of me* I thank 
jrbu, Madam, for the Glviftian C^nfolations 
yott oSer me, and for the Ktndnefs which snjr 
3rothcr tells me you ihew to him. 

* AfterwanU Priaoeis At Vrfint. 
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LETTER XXI^ 

Ta Mademoifelîe d'Artigni. 

» 

' Pàrisy y une 30c 1666- 

iFall that the Portugueze Ambaflador's Ladjr 
relates to me concerning Donna Aimera is 
true, I (hall hâve no Reafon to regret either 
tbitou or Paris, Tbat Princefe isrich, gcncrous 
and beneficent : She was educated hère, an(f 
loves every thing that cornes from hence : She i* 
not upon ill Terms at Co wt, and her Childreii 
are anaiabje and good naturcd. Tlie Partwgueze 
areexceffively'poUte,. very ingeniou?, and mag- 
nificent. At Lijbm there ia more good Com- 
pany than weçommonly imagine \ and the Heat 
there is- not excelSve : In fhort, they promife 
me I (hall find every- Kind of Satisfaâion and 
Delight. Now, what do I leave behind me* 
hcre ? Friends to whom.I am a Burthen, People 
that knovir not how to refpeô the Unfortunate.- 
The Mar(hall d^Âlbret is the only one left : But 
Things are mueh altered; he was formerl;^ 
my Friend, he is now my Protedor. He has' 
been good enough to make Intereft for me with' 
Madame de Monte/pan : Pray, manage Matters 
fb as to procure me the Honour of being prefent- 
ed to her, whealcoioie to return you my Thank» 

C 3 and 
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and take Leave of you, that I may not reproach 
myfelf with quitting PrMCê wîth&ut leeing the 
Wonder of it. 

LETTER XXII. 

7Î9 Madame de Chaatelou. 

Parisy Juif i r, i666» 

JT is determined, Madam, that I am not to 
go to PortugûL A few Days ago Madame 

Tbiange introduced me ta her Sifter, and told 

ber thati was to fet out immediatdy for Lijbm^ 

* For Lijbony cry'd fhe ? That's a very remote 
*' Place : My dear Child, you muft fiay hère ^ 

* jflhret has fpoke to me about you, and ac« 

* quainted me with your Merit.' He had done 
much better, faid I tomyfelf, had he told yoa 
my wretched Condition. I deicribed it to her^ 
but with fome Dignity; and fhe gave me aa 
attentive Hearing» thou^ at her Toilet. Ifeold 
her my Penilon was eut of | that I had ia- 
vain ibiicitedM. Cûlhert ; that my Friends had» 
with no better Sacce&, prefented Pétitions ta 
the King ; that I was obliged ta feek a décent 
Subfiftence Abroad > that the Lengtb of the 
Voyage did not frig^ten me» havingin my In^ 
£mcy made one to Amgrica : In fine. Madame 
A la Fajittt bcrfidf woidd ha:ve been lâdsfiel 

î .. with 
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wîth the *Truth ofmy Exprejjions andiht Brevltyt 
ifmy Storj. Madame de Montrfpan femed af- 
feâed with it» and defired me to enlarge upoti 
it in a Mémorial, which de engaged to prefent 
tathe King. I tbttnked her in the mofl afFec- 
tionate Terms y drew up my Pétition in hafte» 
and was as wdl pleafed'with it, as if the Abbé 
hadembellifhed itvmh'ibme of his ownThoughts. 
k was delivered by this obliging Lady» The 
Kiag» I am told, received it gracioufly ; per» 
kaps the Hand that prefented it procured it the 
faroitratUe Recq>tion. M. de FUkroij who is 
sdmoft the only Man ofmy Acquaintance that S 
did net folicit to ferve me, and the only one 
who has done fo, joined her in the Application. 
In {faort, my Penfion. is reftored, and on the 
ftme Footing as tiie late Queoi ^anted it. 
Two thouiand Livres is a Sum more than fuffi*» 
cient for my Solitude, much more fo for my SaU 
vation. At my rifing I found a Billet beat M» 
etAlbret^ acquainting me with this News, and 
that toc by e^qprds Order: To impartthe News 
to you is I think the beft Anfwer I catjt make to 
your Farewell-Letter. To-morrow I (hall 
wait upon Madame de Montefpan and M. de 
ViUern with my Thanks. 

* A fiiTOurite Pbrafe of Mad« de îaFû^ettè't. 
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. L E T T E R XXIIL 

To Madeffioifelle de Lenclos. 

Parisy Jtdy i8^ 1666. 

'TpHE Marflial étAlbret bas always been my 
Friend, I know not that he ever was my 
Lover : An extrême Delicacy of Spirit, Ninon^ 
k the Confequence of having ferved you. I fee 
bim every Day, and you know one may Tee bifa 
iafely. You çomplain of bis Abfence : I an» 
too faithful in Friendfbip, to afFord you roon» 
to lay tbe Blâme upon me. Corne and fup with- 
me tbis Evening, and prépare to do your worft* 
Madame de Fiefque and Madame de CoulangeT 
bave laid their Heads togetber to get tbe Marflial 
in a merry Mogd. I expeâ: you, unlefs tbe 
Marquis.prevenfs it : If you don't bring your 
Lute, bring bim witb you, but remember that we 
hâve eitber tbe Lute or tbe Marquis. 

LETTER XXIV. 

31? Mademoifelk de Pons.* 

Paris^ Auguft 2, 1666. 

OUFFER me to begin witb Reproacbes, and 

I will end witb Compliments* Madame 

d^AigulUon bas told a Friend of yours of your 

Marriage 

* Some tiœe after married to M. iHudicow. 
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Marriage with one of the moft amiable and the 
moft worthy Men at Court: ThisAffair is 
now public : Every Créature is talking to me of 
it inceflàntly '; and I am ever upon the Inquiry 
about it^ while People think I carry on a Farce, 
and am ail the .while in the Secret» I cannot 
forgive you this Refervc, M,^ d ' Hfidicour^ I 
am certain, never required it in the Marriage 
Articles : Nay, had he dône fo, you ought to 
hâve permitted it, for the Laws of Friendfhip, 
arc facred. Whilft you hâve been the Depo-p 
fitory of my moft fccret Thoughts, I hâve been 
as little informed of yours as the public It is 
faid hère, that Madame de Cbalais managed this 
AfFair ; that Madame dt Thiange is preparing foc 
you a Prefent worthy of herfelf^ndof.you ; that 
M. J^Hudicmr is amprous as our Friend viras ^ 
that you go to the Altar vrith the moft noble 
and diftnterefted Air ; and that the King has in 
fcw Words given gjreatHopes. — Is ail this true ? 
I hâve promifed you Compliments ; but you 
(hall hâve none tiU you fatisfy me in thefe Que^ 

fiions : Friendibip diâates, let Confidence an* 
fwer them. 
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L E T T E R XXV. ^ 

T'o tbe Abbé Teftu. 

PartSy NovembiT 15. 

TîE not alarmed, my poor Abbé, at my IJe- 
votion ; difpel thcir Uneafinefs at the /&• 

tel de Richelieu : In my Solitude I am not apt to 
forget thofe Friends to whom I am rndebted for 
ail the Pleafures of it. My Life, y ou fay, needs 
no Reformation : Fathér Bourdaloue would xsXk 
to me in another Strain. You are now become 
a Man of this World ; but you will not always 
be fo; a Day wîH corne, when you'H prefer 
Hêavcn to Earth : You are made for Godv Sudt 
as attf ibute my Retirement to Spleen or Scrllèn.- 
'mefs, doubtlcfe know nothing of me: Hâve ï 
cver given room for fuch Sufpictons ? It is the 
Refait of ferious RefleéHon. I withdraw from 
the World, only becaufe I hâve lo'ved and do 
flill love it too much. You tell me îndecd I 
may work out my Salvation in it, but you muft 
rieeds be fenfible how hard that Talk is : 1 high- 
ly approve of Father Jofepbh Maxim, that to be 
virtuous in Paris^ it is not enough that we are 
willing io be fo. However, I am not yet for 
Icaving it; too many £n^gements keep ipe 
hère ; and I am thoroughly fenfible my Efforts 

would 
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would Ise fruitleis. They told you the Truth, 
if thqr Jefcribed my * Direâor as a rlgid Man: 
But you oughtnottherefore to bave fancied bim 
ridiculous.. He forbids no innocent Pleafures ; 
but neither will be allow us tù cal] tbofe Plea* 
fbres innocent, which are really crîminal. Hts 
Piety is eafy, afiàble, and witbout Pride : He 
requires not a Life wbolly mortified ; but he 
contends for a Cbriftian^ and an aâiTe Life. 
He is a moft admirable Man. If you deitre ît^ 
1 wiU fend bim to you and to GuêbrUmt. He 
begins with Attacks upon the PsdBons ; be con* 
quers them, and in the room of them fubftitutea 
contrary Imputfes. He has injoined me to ftrift 
Gravity in Company» in order to morttfy the 
Paffion be pereeives in me of rendering myfelf 
agreeable by my Wit : And ï obey; but Feally 
when I£nd myfelf yawning,. and others in:Coa« • 
fequence doing the £une Tbing, I am ibme^« 
limes aLnoft ready to renounce Dévotion* 

LETTER XXVI. 

to M. d'Aubîgné. ' 

Paris, Jan. 3. 

T âM foory^ my dear Brother^ that I bave no^* 
thing mené thta Wifii^ to o&r you tbis 
Y«». Aê^yetl hame not paid ail myDebti^- 

* ao^- 
♦ The Abbé Goiilin, Doaor of Sorbonnt. 
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and you are fenfible this is the very firft Ufe l 
ought to make of my Penlion. With a little 
ŒcoAomy furely you might live comfortably : ' 
Youf Extravagance pierces me to the very 
Heart ; break off from Pleaftpres ; they ever 
prove confiderably more expenfive than the 
Neceflaries of Life* Be fomewhat délicate iiï 
the Choice of Friends : Ypur Fortune and your 
Salvation dépend alike on the firft Steps you 
take at fetting out in the World* I fpeak ta 
you now as a Friend ; apply yourfelf to your 
Duty, lov€ Gody be honeft, arm yourfelf witb 
Patience, and you can want for nothing. Ma* 
dame de Neuillan bas often given me this Coun- 
fel» and hitherto I hâve found the Benefit of it* 
Adieu» dear Brother ; pardon this ûxorty friend- 
ly Sermon : I fliall be happy no farther than you . 
are fo ; and you will be happy exaâly in Pro- 
portion as you 2JC virtuous. 

LETTER XXVIL 

To Madame d'Hûdicoun 

Parisj Marcb 14. 

"^lX De Vi'oonne has ahready fpoke to me: I 
Z' am very fenfiblyaffeâed with the Honour 
intended me; but I own to you that I think 
myfelf abfolutely unfit for it. I live ^uietly i 

and 
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and is it proper for me to facrifîce both my Re^ 
pofe and my Liberty ? Befides, that myfterious 
Behaviour, that profouhd Secrecy which they 
require of me, without pofitîvely giving me the 
Key of it, may induce my Friends to think a 
Snare is laid for me* However, if the Chiidrea 
belong to the King, I confent to it : I ihould 
bave great Scruple to take Charge of Madame 
de Moniejpaïf^ Chiidren; therefore the King. 
himfelf mufi order me to do it* This is my 
Refolution. I bave wrote pretty much to the 
famé Purpofe to Madame de Thiange ; and 'tis a 
Précaution infpired by Prudence. I fhould hâve 
been lefs nice three Years ago > but I bave fince 
learncd many Things, which prèicribe it to me 
as a Duty. 

LETTER XXVIIL 

To the famé. 

Paris y Dec. 24, 1670. 

^H£ litde one is better ; Martha gave you a 
falfe Alarm : For my part, I never had a 
Moment's Unealinefs about it, and you know a 
littleMatter is fufficient to make me fearful: 
The Pains were Iharp, but not attended with 
Q>uvuIfions« Make yourfell edij then, my 
dear Madam. The Chiidren were yefterday at 
Chpii tbe Nurfis carnée in, and I ftaid in the 

Amî- 
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Anti-Chamben Wbofe ChHdien are tfaefe ? &a 
the King to her. They belong, anfwered fiîe» 
to be fure, ta tfae Lady that lives with u& ; at 
kaft I judge fo from the Uneafinefs fhe àifcovets 
at every thing that ails them. Ani who 4ô fo» 
diink 18 their Father, replied the King ? I don> 
indeed know that» faid the Nurfe, but I ima^ 
gîne him to be fome Duke, ov a Prefident of 
the Parliament. The * Lady wa» wondeifully* 
pleafed witb the ÂfifWer, and the K4ng laughed 
at it exceffivdy. 

LETTER XXIX. 

To the Abbi Gobelin. 

Parisy Âiarchbj r67r. • 

T HEAR.yotthasebeenfick; judge yourfelfof 
my Uneafinefs ; I ihouhl be incoAibl^ble in 

loilng you. Madame di Montefpan leads me a 
wretchçd Life ; the King was yeftcrday an Eye- 
witnefs of it j thefe Quarrels, together with the 
continuai Ailments of Ker Children, throw me 
into a Condition that I fhall not long be able to 
bear. God be praifed for ail Thîngs : Forfake 
me not. 

* Madame 4^ jMirff/$j(«r. 

tET- 
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L E T T E R XXX. 

To Madame des G * * *. 

\T7HAT you) write to me sbout is no longer 
a Myftery any where but in the Country. 
I will tell you the Faâ juA a I had it from Ma* 
dame di N * The * Lady haruig confeâèd 
to a Prieft who refu(èd hcr Abfolution, waa ex* 
tremely chagrined at it, and> complained to the 
King, wh% though miich furprized, would 
not condemn that Prieft witbout afking the 
Duke de Moraaujier^ whofe Probity he refpeâs». 
and M. Bajfuet^ whom he efteems for his Doc- 
trine» what they thought of the ÂfFair. Bajfutt 
did not heGtate to fay the Prieft had done hia 
Duty : Moniûufier took up- the Matter in a 
rougher manner ; u^on which Bojfuet refumed 
his Argumenta, (poke fa forciUy, and fo oppor* 
tunely on the Subjeâs of Glory and Religion» 
that the King, who needed only to be told the 
Tmtfr, rofc np greatly srfFcâed, artd prcfEngth^ 
Duke^s Hand,' faid to htm, I promlfe to you I 
win never fee her more. Hithato he has kept 
Ms Word : The little one fends me Word that 
hcrlfiftreis ïs î n e xp reflMy enraged : Thatflie 
las bca no body thefe two Days; that ihe 
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writes from Moming till Night, and at going 
to Bed tears her Paper to pièces. I coauniferate 
her Condition : Few pitjr her^ thou^ ihe has. 
donc good to eveiy body. The Quecn fent yc- 
fterda}^ to inquire about ber Health : You tet 
bow I am, replied ihe to the Gentleman ; give 
Biy heaity Thanks to her Majefty, and tell her^ 
that tbougb at Deadi's Door, I am ftill but too* 
well. Ail the Courtiers are about Madame dt 
Mintaufier. The Queftion now is^ whether 
the King will kt out for Fkmders^ without tak- 
ing Leave. That Day is a decifive one. It is 
expeâed with as much Impatience as I expeâ" 
Letters from youy with the Account of your. 
having recovered your Health*. 

LETTER XXXr. 

ê 
June i6. 

II^ADAME de Mmtefpan and Ihave had a? 
vçry finart Dialogue, and I,,who,was ther 
Party aggrieved, wept plentifuUy l She has. 
g^ven an Account.of it.to theKing in her own* 
Way. lownto you it is with grcat Reluc- 
tance I remain in a Station that expofes. me to. 
fuch Incidents, and with great Pleafure could I 
wUh n^ftlf ftt Liberty. It hasxun in my Mind 
Houfand Times to be a Nun, and the Fear oP 

rcpenting 
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repenting k bas made me flight Impulfe» wjiicb 
other Women would bave taken for real Calls : 
I long exceedij^ly to retire» and tfae fiime Fear 
prevents me* 'Tis a very timorous Prudence» 
and makes me fpend roy Life in ftrange Agita- 
tions. I am very feniible I may work eut my 
Salvation hère ; but I think it might be done 
with more Safety any where elfe. I cannot think- 
God intends I ihouid fufFer by Madame dt Mon- 
u^an: She is incapable of Friendfliip; fhe 
paints me to the King in what Colours ihe 
pleafes, and makes me lofe his Efteem: He. 
thinks me one of thofe odd Tempers which it's 
often proper one ihouid bear with \ a délicate. 
Genius that muft be tenderly dealt by ; a precife. 
Mortal apt to take Umbrage. I dare not pre«- 
fume to fpeak to him alone, for fhe wôuld never 
forgive it me ; nay (hould levendo this, my Ob- 
ligations to Madame de Monte/pan don't permit 

me to fay any thing againft her. Thus is there 
no Remedy for my Âffliâiona \ y^ Death ad** 
vances» and Time, flips away. 

LETTER XXXIL 

To tbe famt» 

Jtdy 19. 

T AM ftill in the famé Way of thinking. As 
I would deal finccrely with you, I don't tclt 

you it i» in order to ferve God better» that I 

would 



would qfût tfae Court ; I thihk I can fecure my 
Salvation hère ; but I don'l find we are airjr 
w^ere forbid to confult our Repofe^ and get rid 
of a State of parpetuai Tf ottble and Vexation* 
I did net very clearly explaîn my Thought», if 
you underftood that I dreamM of beihg a Nun ;, 
I am too ald to change my Condkion ^ and ac- 
cording to tfae Fortune I may bave, I (bail think 
of iëttling myfelf in full Tranquility, fhould tfae 
RI Humours of Madame de Montefpan continue» 
In the WorU aU Returns are towards Cîod ; in 
a Convent ail Returns are towards the World» 
TMs is my principal Rcafbft ; the Confîderation 
ofmy Age cornes next-^They will not give 
ihc wberewîtha} to purchafe an Eftate. — T con- 
fttmt away with Vexations and long Watch;- 
îngs j I decay vifibly, and am opprefled with 
the Vapours and Mélancholy. l'am wîllîng to 
fuffer, and as Ihave cured my Impatience, and 
bave nothing left but Sorrow to bcar, it may be 
faid I hâve made fome Progrefs. I do ail I can 
to find Comfort in God. I confeflèd myfelf 
yefterday toa Man, who ailltred me I did not 
tell him of one Sin. I amfure you would judge 
far otherwLfe of me. 
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LETTER XXXra. 

îi Mr. d* Aul%aé. 

VerfaîttiSy Jan. 15, 167^' 

llTHcther I writc to you or not, you ought 
to-bc equally perfuaded of my FricndÛiip» 
and of thc Care I wÙl take of your Fortune. I 
love you moft tenderly, and am perfuaded you 
havc no lefs regard for me» Thus, my dew 
Brotber, are our Fortunes in conunon, and they 
vill be far lefs fcanty than in the Begînning, I 
hâve fpoke to M. de Louvoisj who wiU get you 
a Poft îa a Régiment Adieu ; neither you 
nor I are fond of long Letters. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

f'o the famé. 

IAm furprîzed at hearing nothing concerning 
you, fmce the King hoitourcd you with 
a Command at Armfdorf\ I fhall make no An- 
fwer to your Surmi2e of being on ill Terms with 
me : You know this can never happen,and that 
whether I carefs. you or quarrel witb you, I ftill 
equally love you, and more too than any thing 
eUe in this Werld. I own thaï your Eftabliihment 
is Bot folid \ but the King bas begun to be kind 

to 
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to you ; and he wilî go through wîth ît : M. Je 
Louvois wHl not oppoft it.. It is véry ftrange 
you fliould think I hâve no longer any AfFeâion 
for you, becaufe Pm free enough to reprimand 
you ; which is thc beft and the fureft Sîgn of my 
Tendemefs. 

L E T T E R XXXV. 

To the famé. 

T Am overjoy'd to fee.you cdntented. Thegreat-' 
eft Encouragement to do a Kindnefs is to fin J 
the Receiver fenfibleofit.. Think of nothing but 
difcfaargîng your Dutyat Armfdorff : I^eave to 
me the Càre ôf your Affairs hère. I am ex- 
ceeding glad to heàr you keep a Table.' Your 
Pxaying-Deik enchants me : Icould wilh tofêe 
you at it, and be a Witnefs of -your Dévotion» 
Be chearful) dear Stother, but think of your 
Salvation» 

LETTER XXXVI. 

^p tbe famé. 

T Hâve rcceîved Complaints of your Cônduâ; 
which do you no Honour : You ufe the 
Hugonots ill ; you ftudy the Means to vex them^ 
and feek Occaiions to do it î This is unbecom- 
rng a Man o£ Quality. Be merciful to Men 

that 
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that are more unfortunate than criminal : They 
are attached to Errors, in which we ourfelves 
hâve been, and which Violence could never 
hâve made us forfake* Henry IV. profeflèd the 
lame Religion, and fo did feveral great Princes. 

Do not then moleft them : Men muft be drawn 

< 

by the Cords of Lenity and Charity : Jefus 
XihriJI has fet us an Example of it ; and fuch is 
the King's Intention. 'Tis your Duty to keep 
every one within due Obédience : 'Tis the Pro- 
vince of the Bilhops and Curâtes to make Con- 
verfions by their Doârine and Example. Nei- 
ther God nor the Kinghave committed Soûls to 
your Care. Sanâify your own Soûl» and be fe- 
vere to youffelf only. I Ihall be very glad to 
ièe you hère ; but ail in good Time. I hâve 
good Hopes, and M. de Louvois does Wonders ; 
we are greatly obliged to him. I repeat it, deat 
Brother, let not M. ♦ de Ruvigni cvct complain 
of you ag^n. 

* Deputy General of the reibrmed CKurches of 
Trance i he took Refoge in England, where he wât 
«realed £ail of Gallowqy. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 

To tbt Jbbé Gobelin. 

T ET your Nephew.wri te me fuch a Letter as 
I may fhew: It muft be merely Thanks for 
havîng fhewn hioi the Prince» at Ver/ailles^ Let 
him praife every thing he bas (cen, and fay fome- 
thing about Education ; but ail this fimply, an4 
at the famé time with Energy. I knowtheTafte 
of this Place, and what is fit fx>r them. Madamç 
de Monte/pan is aâuallytreating about a Match for 
me, which will corne to nothing ; 'tis with a very 
poor Duke : Such a Marriage would be to me a 
Source of Evils : I bave Affligions enough in 
my prefent Condition, envied by ail the World, 
without going tofeekfor Vexations in a Station 
that makes three Fourths of Mankind un*" 
happy. The little f Duke is ftill very ill ; I 
love this Child not lefs than the other : There 
cannot bea greator Weakuefs tbaii to love ex- 
ceffirely a Ohtld that is none of one's own ; one 
whom I (hall never hâve ^ my Difpofal, and 
who will in Procefs of Time give me a deal of 
Trouble. It is, in Truth, a great Folly to 
remain in fo difagreeable a Station. I conceive 

f Duke de Maine^ one of Madame de Monte/pan"^ 
hildren, by the King. See Life of Maintenott, 

g. 201. 
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bovir much you regret your conduâîng me fb 
flowiy to God : I do but little Honour to my 
Confeflbr : Not that I do more Hann hère than 
at Paris ; on the contrary, I much oftener 
think of my Salvation. It's true> they are but 
fruitiers Thoughts ; for tke /âme Humour of 
rumiing into Extrêmes, which makes me defire 
to quit my Place^ becaufe I am plagued in it, 
maies me give over many pious Pradices, be- 
caufe I do not order my Life as I could wiih* 
I hâve not forgot to perfbrm my Dévotions to 
St. Mary MagdaUn. Give me your Opinion of 
the * difdia Nocbe : I am well pkafed to be at it 
with the King, if you judge there is no Harm 
in it ; and if there be any, I û>all not hefitate to 
abfent myfelf for the future. You ihould be 
very fcrupulous in your Encomiums on me, they 
&rve but too much to footh the Vanity of a 
Perfon compounded, as I ana, of Vain-Glory 
.and Self'I^ove. 

1.ETTER XXXVIU. 

^0 Madame d'Hûdkour. 

'TpHE Marriage you bave heard of was pro- 

•*' pofed, but in a very vague Manner ; and 

that was indeed fufficient. The Man veas never 

• A fUJh Meal juft afier Midnigbt, amùng the 

Sêman CatboUa^ 
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defign'd for me ; hc bas ncîther Fortune nor 
Merît ; fo that Ihad no great Stru^le with my- 
felf in refu&ng a Duke. I bave thanked Madame 
deMontefpan^ and afcribed die Caufe of myRe- 
fufal to 017 tender Affcâîon for the Princes. I 
hâve fo (aaày perfuadcd her of ît, that I am 
fure aie now rcpents her having had RecourJë 
to this Means to gct rid of me. She fufpeâs not 
I faw through her Drift, and loves me the more 
fot it. This Morning (hc infifted on my givîng 
her my Word that I would not leave her : I 
hâve promifed her evcry Thing, and buried in 
Oblivion ail paft Bickerings : We embraced 
èadi other,' and from hencefordi fhall live in 
Peace together ; She offered me to ftgn the 
Treaty of Reconciliation. It îs a great Mif- 
fortune to live in a Place where good Faith and 
Friendfbip dépend on Oatbs : We muft mould 
otirfelvcs to every Thing : I hâve alrcady re- 
nounced my Humour, my Tafte, my Pleafures; 
fce I muft alfo renounce my Sentiments ; but 
; in no fear that I will evcr part with thefe that 
tach me to yourielf. 
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L ET TER XXXIX. 

21? the Abbé Gobelin. 

C AINT Bernard I firmly bclievc îs right, and 
*tis with Grief I pcrccive, that mercly to 
kccp clear of criminal Things is not fufficient : 
If other Matters do not obftru£k one's Saivation 
in (o great a Degree, they are, at leaft, Obftruc-* 
tions to the PerfeiStion y ou would hâve me arrive 
at. Youf Letter is replète with Dévotion and 
Friendfliip, the vcry Things I would hâve my 
Life altcrnately fpent in j but I am in a Place 
where People are Strangers to both. Would to 
God my extrême Impatience to foriake it pro* 
ceeded from heavenly Views, and not from a 
Difguft for the Perfon you know. Our Princes 
are as ill-natuced as they can be, and I cannot 
too foon leave them for the Quiet of my Con- 
fcience. Beg of God whatever is neceflary for 

me. 

LETTER XL. 

5V Madame de Coulanges. 

T Return you a thoulând Thanks, Madam, 

for the many kind Expreffions in your Letter 

concerning me. The two thoufand Crowns arc 

indeed more than I deferve, yct is it not too 

D much 
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much for my great Care and Pains : I fpend my 
beft Days tn the Service of athers ; am always 
in miferable Inquiétudes ; and you cannot well 
iihink how much the Vexations incident to 
iny Station hâve increafed the Vivacity of mjr 
Temper. I ivant Reft ; ï live iii continuai 
Aftion ; not a Moment to énjoy my Friends, 
The King's Favours cannot make me Amends 
for ail thefe LofTes, I thank Madame ik Sevigne : 
Let her know how much I deferve herLove. The 
Xov^lj ViSîotre is juft gone outofmyApartmeht, 
Jiettled, I fuppofe, at not having béen able to 
perfuade me to fup this Evening at her Mother's. 
ï Ihbuld nevér hâve a Moment to myfelf, was I 
lîbt always givîng Déniais. My Servitude will 
'liave an Ehtî, but alas ! perhaps it may end in 
"another Kindbf Servitude. The lîttle * one 
las retaîned v'el-y well the Verfes of Mr. de 
Coulanges^ and reliearfed them gracefully : In- 
iquiry'was'màdeafter the Author ofthem, anci 
I named him, which occafioned a Smilej in'this 
Place nothing efcapes Notice. 

LETTER XLL 

To tbe Aibé Gobelin. 

>T^HEV hâve fhcwn me fome Tendemefs, but 

hâve not y et perfuaded me; I cannot tbink 

ai laying afidc the Frojeâ: I bave formed with 

you: 
f Duke iuMdnt* 
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you : Itpi^fehts'ine with'a Prùfpeâ: txtremêly 
agreeaibles and however kind the Ufage, I may 
meet wich hère, I forefee it will be attendéd 
with great Mortifications. Lead me where you 
pleafe : Faveur would not be fufficient to detaia 
me ; judge then Whether the Appetrance only 
mght do it. I am quîte funk with Melan- 
choJy. They murder thcfe poor Infants bcfofç 
my Face, and I am incapable of preventing iU 
My tender Affeâion for tibem only renders me 
intolérable to thofe they belong to ; and the 
Impoflibility of concealing my Thoughts, tncurs 
the Hatred of thofe with whom I pafs my Life^ 
and whom I would by no Means ofFend, even 
tho' they were not what they are. Sometimes 
I détermine to chcck my Vivacity, and Icave 
thefe Children to the Manageihënt of their 
Mother : But fhould I nôt offend God, by thiis 
abandontng them, and betraying the Confidence 
their Father has placed in me ? My cvcry Day's 
Vexation renews daily my Cares ; and Concem 
augmehts a Friendibip for them, that ferve» 
only to affbrd me freih Mortifications. ThoTe 
who impute to me M* Je Latoun's Difgrace^ 
do indeed hâte me more :thail.they.knôw.me* 
Had my Advice been repidsdy he would ftill 
hâve been in Favour, and a deal of Pains and 
' many ftHe'^ps been prevented. I am fomc- 
tmsh %^ truC) confulted, but the Rcfolution 
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' i S} ) 

iê perhap^* previdufly takcn; thfcy ztt in «o 

want of my Opinion,, they defire only to gct 
, my Aflcnt to thc Adviçe of others. There is 

nothing more in my Crédit than a Kind of 
. Deçency and polltical Fetch : I.am made ufe of 

for their pwn Ends. Pfay toGod for mc> sUk 
. of him nothing butniy Salvaticin. I * " " ■■ 

of thc reft. 

LETTER XLII. 

• ^ • ^otbe famé» ' - ' 

/^OOLNESS encreafes, and my Friends, ytw 
know which of them I mean, compliment 
me on my Difgrace. Yefterday I told Madame 
de Montefpan that ihe had fet me at Variapce 
with the fcng \ to which fhe made me fome 
lame Anfwcrs, and a very fmart, yet vtxy dé- 
cent Dialogue enfued. In the. Evening M. de 
Louvois was fent, to enduce me to hear Reafoa. 
I talk'd with him, perhaps with too much Sin- 
cerity ; but you know it is impoffible for me to 
ufeDiffimuIatton : Inibort, theConclufion was, 
,that I ibould endeavour a Réconciliation. '1 
fhall fpeak to Madame de Montefpan with gt&it 
Calmnefs and Submiffion, but ftill with a firm 

* This Paflkge could not be made ont in the 

Manufcript, 

,• Relbluti(Jn 
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S^folution to feave her at thc Year*s En J. Lct 
us rsnounce Places, where we muft both fpcak 
andaét againft Confcience. 

LETTER XLIIL. 

2o tbefame. 

T AM relapfing into. the- Difeafe I had. tliir 
Winter, which \q the Eiïe6l of Blood ovcr- 
heated by deep Melancholy. I am unable to- 
dîvert it by Vifiting, for I am for cver fhut up 
wîth the King, Madame de Montejpany 2Lnd the. , 
Duke du Maine. God who kiîows theGround 
of my Heart, will I hope break my Chains. 
The King has given mé an hundred thoufand 
Livres more j- fo that this makes two hundred 
thoufand. I am content, and my Mind muft 
vcry greatly alter if cver Taflc them for a finglc 
Penny. It's Wealth enough fôr the Neceflaries^ 
ofLife: For thereft' it is nothing but Covci- 
toufnefs that knows no Bbunds. Don't mention 
this new Benefaâion to any one. The QoMDtde 
Vexîn is a little better : The littleDuke du Maine ^ 
is an Objeâ of Pity ; like a Mother Ifeel ail. 
hîs Ailmcnt5 ; he is under the Hands of the 
Phyficians and Surgeons, one half of whom 
would be fùiEcient to difpatch him. They heap 
Riches on me, but kill the poor Child before 
aiy Face. They give my Counfcls thc hearihg, 

D3 and. 



and take them in good Part, but wilibout t^. 
]«aft Degree of Intention ever tq fotbw ^uw^- 

LETTÉR XLIV. 

To Madame de St. G * ^ ♦. 

XTOU want ta know, Madam» how I came 

by fo fine a Prefent ; the ^fimpleft Means^ 

îii the World procured it. The Public bélieve 

that I am indebted for it to Madame de Mmuf'* 
partj but they are miftaken, I owe it to thei 
little Duke. The King amufin^ himfelf yfnibt 
him, and pteafed with the Manner ia which bçi 
aiifwered his Queftions, faid to bim». ^^' Yqi^ 
*' are very fagacious. How can I be othei'wife f 
** anfwered the Child ; I hâve a GouveriMinte' 
«* who is WiClom itfelf. Go and tell her> 
** replicd the King^ that you will give her thîs 
" Evening an hundred thoufand Livres for 
" your Sugar Plumbs." The Motber çoiir 
ftantly préjudices me againft the King, and hec 
Son as often reconciles me with him : I am not 
two Days together iu the famé Situation. I 
can't inure myfelfto this Life, though I oncci 
thought myfelf capable of bearing any Thing. 
Nonc would envy my Condition, if they knew 
v^hat Cares and Pains attend it, and how many 
VcJttûons it expofes me to. 'Tis a Subjcâion. 

tbatL 
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tfaal ha^ no Précèdent : I hâve no Leîiure to 

writCj nor eiren to iky my Players i 'ds a down* 

ri^t Slavery» My Friends ail apply to tot^ 

withont pexceiving I can do nothing eTea foc 

my Relations. The Régiment I hâve beea 

iblidtiiig this Fortnight paft, will not be grantcd 

me. I am heard only when there is nobody 

elfe to liften to* I bave fpoken thrice to M« 

Colbert i I hâve reprefented to him the Juftice of 

your PreteniÎQns : He has flarted a thoufand 

Objeâiohs, and told me that the King only c irt 

refolve them. I wili gçt Madame di Monufpan 

to fpeak for you ; but I muft wait a favourable 

Hour^ and who knows whether it will ciFer l 

If it docs not, I will charge my Fricnd with 

your AiFair, and he will fpeak to the King : I 

rely much upon him. 

LETTER XLV. 

To Mr. d'Aubigné. 

Sept. 6. 167 t. 

T AM very fcrîoufly thînking of a Match for 
you : Save your Money thcrcforc for the 
Qiarges of your Wedding, which, I believe^ - 
will foon happen. The little Duke has becn 
ill. The Princeis is beautiful as an Angel# 
IdÀtta died without Confeffion* ViVandri has 
bcen found dead in bis Clofet. Think of God 

D 4 irbil^^ 
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while you may, and dcfcr not jour Convcrfîon 
to thc laft Hour : We are at that time capable 
©f doing yery little. Excufe this fliort Sermon, 
k flows from folid Fricndfliip. I am treating 
about an Eftatc, for which I hâve ofiFercd two 
hundred and foity thouÉmd Livres : Say nothing 
about iu I hopc wc fhall find our old Age pretty 

comfortable, if it bc poffible for Age to bc fo. 

* » 

LETTER XLVI. 

Tû tbefame, 

OSîobir i6, 1674. 

I HAVE bought the Eftatc ; the Bargain waar 
ftruck at two hundred and fifcy thoufand 

Livres : It lies fourteen Leagues from Paris^ 

♦ 

tcn from Verfailles^ and four from Chartres. It 
is pleafant and noble, and brings in 1 1 or 12^000 
Livres a Ycar. They call it Maintenon : It is 
a fpacious Caftle at the End of a large Borough; 
n Situation thaï juft fuits my Tafte. It may 
fcrvc as a Retreac for you, which will be thc 
worft that can happen to you. Madame di 
Montefpariy who does not want good Senfe, and 
to whom I havc (hewn your Lctter, thinks yoi; 
ought not to hefitate about the Marriage I propofe 
^Qryou. Adieu. 

L E T.^ 
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LETTER XLVn^ 

To tbe fume. 

Ncvember lo» l674« 

T DID not Write to you fooner, bccaufel am 
notMlftrefs of my own Time. You. hâve 

fccn fomc Inftanccs of my Servitude, but you 
hâve not feen ail. I defîre Leave to go to Main-* 
tenon for one Day only, and cannot obtain it« 
I hâve People at work there^ and muftn^t go to 
gîve them Direâions, 'Tis a p^0îonate Fond- 
nefs I hâve for that Edate, and a new Paifion 
too ; fo you may judge how much I fuiFer wh'eii 
it is thwartcd. I ncver fce M. de Louvois .vi\^^ 
out fpeaking to him about you ; and putting 
him în mind of his Promîfes, which he repeats 
totne every Time j the true Court* ftilc. En- 
joywhat you have^ till fomething ' bctter hap* 
pens ; and to comfort you in your heavy , gloomy 
Hours, confidèr that for my Part I can neithcr 
lie down nor rife whcn I pleafc; that when in 
Company I long for nothing fo much as to be 
alone ; and that ever occupicd I am always vsrîfli- 
ing for nothing to dô.. Thlnk of God, which 
is the beft Confolation. I believe we {hall go 
ncxt Suromer to Barege. 

. . '. D 5 . LE T* 
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LETTER XI.VIIL 

Ta $be famé. 

Novembir^ 30, 1674»^ 
#^0 to M. di Lauvoisj and return him Thanks : 
Love me ; be an boneft Man ; apply your- 
fblf to your Profeffion y make no Enemies, and 
ail Things wUI go vell. Adieu. I am fetting^ 
Dut for Maintimn. 

LETTER XLIX. 

To tBe Abbé Gobelin. 

Dtc^mb^ 1674. 

T Perforai as well as I can wbat yoii bave or«^ 
^ dered me for the Âdvent Seafon ; as I cai^ 
liave no Merit l>y my Prayers» I bave at leaft 
the Mejit of Obédience* I pray, and tho' xsyy[ 
Tbougbts wander much in tbis Duty» 'tis at 
leaft fo much Time' given to God. I pine away^ 
s(nd wait for the Spring. God grant that the 
Acquifition of Mainienan may not involve me 
în Law SuitBy at a Seafon wbich I wifh to em* 
ploy better. The King is adually fitting itt 
Judgment on the A&ir you know of : I bave 
done my Duty : You may well fuppoiè ibat the 
Court is for Madame ék Vernmil^ and that they 
thiftk it juft to oppjcefs the Citizen. I perceive 
Jhàt a Alattqr of fo gireat Confequcnce will be 

Iried 
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trîcd by a vcry finall Numbcr of Judges : Thcjt 
are but fix, and the Kbg, who certainly is up- 
right in his Intentions, is as yet not burthened 
with too much Knowledge : Madam de Mort'- 
te/pan bas not engaged on either Side i at leaft 
flie bas endeavoured to perfuade me (o. 

LETTER L. 

Tû tbe famé. 

TT is a long wbile fince I beard from you % 
and tbo' one's Lîfe is ^nt hère in great Dif* 
fipation, I ftill feel with Sorrow the Value of 
your Correfpondence : Your Letter^ are become 
one of my Neceflaries of Life. I am dying 
with the Fear of lofing ail the Fruit I may hope 
froBi it whilft:! can hare it, and of loiing yotz 
when I (hall bave put myfelf in a Situation ta 
fee you oftener. This is frankly enough giving 
you a Pvofpe£l of your Death ^ but I believe 
you are not frighted at it. . My Sentiments and 
ILeTohiûons are always- the famé : The lleturn 
fropi the Journey tq B^rege muft be waited for. 
Tbe A&ir of Maintimn is concluded. Pray ta 
God earnefiily that be would break my Chains^ 
if my Liberty is at ail eflèntial to my Salvation ; 
^is what I daily b^ of him* 

lET* 
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LET'TER LI. 

To Madame àt Coulanges. 

Februaryy 1675. . 

T AM more impatient ta fend you News o£ 
Mainienon than you arc to rcceive it. I hâve 
bcen there two Days, which fcemcd only a Mo- 
ment to me : My Heart is rivetted'to that Place. 
Don't you wonder that at my Age I fhould bc 
attached to fuchrThings likc a Cmld?Thp 
Houfe is fine enough ; a little too fpacious for 
the Retinue I defign to bring into it. It has 
Appurtenances of Woods and Grovcs, where 
Madame de Sevigné might dream moft agreeably 
of Madame de Grignan. I wifli I could livc 
there, but the Time is not yet corne. It is tnie 
;;hat the King has ftiled me Madame dé Mainte-- 
non, and I had the Weaknefs to bluih at it; and 
^tis as true> that I might ihew him greaier Com<- 
plaifance than* that of bearing the Name of an 
'Eftate whith is his own Gift. ~I fliall plainly tell 
Madame de Moniêfpan, that there are falfe Brc- 
thren, and that tlîc Town îs very punâaally nr- 
formed in the Morning of ail that îs donc hère 
the preceding Night. My Hufband's Friends 
are wrongjn accufing me withhaving eoncert- 
cd with the King this Change of Name : Thcy 
^ ngt kis Friends who fay fo, but my £nemies> 

and 
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and thofc who cnvy me : A littlc Profperity 
créâtes many fuch. The Journey ta Barege is 
not yct fixcd ; whcn I rctum from thencc, l 
fliall be more at Liberty, and havc the Plcafure 
at Icaft of writing to you oftner. M. de Cou- 
l^ges is hère, and we are not a little fenfible of 
it i he makes us ail chearfuL 

LETTER LIL 

To the Abbé Gobclin.. 

Ffb. 9, 1675. 

T BEG you would prefcribe me fomething for 
this Lent : I bave found the Benefit of the 
Advent, by my Fidelity in pcrforming "what 
you ordered me. I am afraîd we (hall not go to 
Barege : The Morroy/ always fets afide the 
firmeft Rcfolutions of the Eve ; the Phyficians 
can't agrée. I hoped for more bodily Reft, 
and Pcacc of Mind, from that Journey than I , 
find hère. I hâve juft heard a fine Dechmatlon 
of Fathcr MafcarorCs : He divcrts the Mind, 
but reachcs not the Heart ; his Eloquence is 
unfit for the Pulpit, but he's in Vogue. He 
told us, that the Hero was a Robber who did 
at the Hcad of an Army what a Highwayman 
would do alone. Our Mafter was difpleafed 
witil thfi Qomparifon* 

LET- 
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LETTER LUI. 

fr^m the Countefs de B • * /e Madaftti 

de Maintenon. 

TNDE£D> Maïkm, one pays fo dear for the 
Plcafurc of fceipg you by tbe Pain cS your 
Abrence, that I am fcarcdy oblîged to you for 
your Vifit on Account of the Uncafinefs it ha» 
kfc me undcr ; The World, in you, appears 
to fo great Advantage, that I coald hâve quitted 
tny Solitude, 4od launched otit into it again, had 
I not rccollcAcd, that among aJl I hâve feeii 
in it, there is (carcely one litc yourfelf. ThU 
Confideration ha3 made me cbeerfully retura 
into lay Hemiîtage, wkh an Intent to make 
the Freedom oi Solitude fubiccvient to thinking 
^icen of you, tho' vrithout thç Icaft Pratence to 
tbe Ikme Rcturus froiti you ; the Court has 
too many Perfoas piefent, f«r the abfent to 
expeâ to find a Place there. But fbould thç 
Sem^nbrancf of me Ibinetimes by Accident 
M into your Mind, tMnIt of me, Madam, a> 
1 Ppribn who honours you more than any on* 
ngy and wbo i« » fincercly 

Youn» tff. 
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Mr. d'Aubigné to Mad. de Maiatenoiiy. 

TT is juft as impoffible for me, my dear Sifter, 

to ceafe loving jwnf, as^ *ti9 for you to Icave 

olF chiding me. Not to anlwer your Reproaches^ 

by availing myfelf of that pittfu] Right o£ 

Senlority, which I owe to Chance alone^ I (hall 

follow your Counfcls, which arc the Fruit 

ef a Syftem of Wifdom formed by your own 

Refleâions. I will never more fee the Count 

ék ; for though I nûght fee him without 

Danger, I find it^s not toh^ donc without giving 

you Uneafinefs* i fhould be (brry to affliâ you*^ 

Tis from the famé Confiderations I promife ta 

facrifiee t& you the ^PisdGon I am fo fond of, an<I 

which you are fo extremely averfe to, though it 

has not hltherto hurt me fo ipuch as you hâve 

been told. Entreat Madame de Mêntefpan and 

M. de Louvots to let me languifli no longer» 

The Vexation of feeipg fp many climbing to 

tlie fifft Emplpyments, whiUl I remaln in the- 

Sttbaltern Pofts, doea indeed greatly increafe 

mj n^ural ^fetancholj. I (hould be rid of 

low Spirits were my Mtnd iireed from thefe 

Inquiétudes. From one Thought to another^ 

from Projeâ to Projeâ, I fink into Dreamâ 

dnSconfiimeiiieUkeàflowPoilbn» Irlde ont 

crcry 
? A Pafioa fer Gamins* 
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eT=-ï Day, and find mj(dî tbe betterfor itr. 
dra's littk oac is a toj prettf Creatuie : Hîs 
Motfacr rccoauDcnds him ta me, not as to -a 
Relatioa, but as a Favouritc : You plainlj fce 
ihe is mifiakcn : I will fend bim to you. The 
wicher'd BeauCy fchds you a thoufând Com{di- 
iiicn&, and làys that you grow jToung again : 
Noihing kceps off old Age bettter than Faveur- 
Love me, my dear Sifter : I fliall think myfeli 
no longer beloved, when you leaye off tdlin^ 
jDc my own. I daiiy piay to God that he 
would maJce me as much his as I am youcs. I. 
bave feen M. Brifider, wbo is I think more 
than a Man. Nothing evcr infpired me with fo- 
ftrong a Defire to bc a goo^ Chriflian, as to fce- 
Viitue thus praâilêd by thcPreachet of it.. 

LE.TTER LV. 

To Madame deSt. G * • •: 

JV/TADAME Durfort bas not told yoa the 

thouûndth . Part of my Sentiments of 

-Efteem, Fnendlhip and Rcfpeâ for' you ; Be-' 

lîevc meithcy arç'not to bc cxprefled by tKc 

moft cloquent Tbnguc. Hhall never forgct the 

you gave me. of yours, at a Junâure 

^illari'& had perfidioufly alârmed my 

Ali I bave tô wiÛi for, is to find 
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in Madame de Montejpan a Heart like yours : I 
Ihould then be the happieft Womanon Earth, m 
a Place» whcrc, if ônc has cvcr fo lîtde Gran- 
deur, it always exceeds the Felicity attending it* 
But it îs vain to expeâ it. I hâve tried hcr oi» 
every Side by ail the Ways I could imagine : 
Her Difpoiition is bad ; fhe is kind by Freaks 
and Starts ; even her Virtue is raere Caprice : 
never two Days in the famé Humour. I am 
as much tired wîth ail thofe EcclaircifTements 
wbich ty^ me fafter to her, as with àll the 
Bickerings that make me pine away. Wc 
are Friends to-day ; but who knows how it will 
bê to-morrow ? ï flk)uld rcally be better pleafed 
with à little confiant Adverfity, than much Pro- 
ijperity ^thout a good Foundation. In vain I 
renounce my Taftes and Inclinations, and even 
mj Sentinients, whiift they fcruple not to lay 
horrible Thîngs to my Charge. The Feaft of 
S/. Hubert îs to be kept ztV^llers^CQttret5 ; they 
hâve given me four hundred Louis d'Ors for 
Cloaths. Every Thihg fent in by La Brettgni 
is in thc*moft élégant Tafte. But what are ail 
thefe Vanitîes, alî thefe Pleafurcs, to one wha 
is fick aï the World and its Works ? I greatly 
tiwy your Tranquility. You can ferve God in 
Pcacc ; a Fortnight fpent in my Place is the 
only Thîng wanting to make you fully fenfiblc 
of your Felicîty. Nothing can be compared to 

what 
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What I go through, and I daSy pnj God ta 
give me a Soûl lefe ftnftbie. The Bifhop of 
Senli/s Dirqourfe with me has given mie great 
Çomfort pray acquaint him widi tfie Efteem 
] hâve for hînir 

LETTER LVL 

To Mr. d*Aubigné. 

TiTO Mati is unbapp) bui fy bis ûum- Fémtt^ 
•^ This ihall always. ha my Tcxt, and my 
An^er to your L^entalioi^s. ThUkk» mj 
4ea]C 6rot1i«r> oa the Voyage to jfçt^a^ on thç 
Mi&fojCtiuies of yqur Fathejr, the Miiferies <^09if 
Infancy > the. Wretchedneis of our Youth ; an^ 
you M{ill blefç ProvldezKe, inftead ojF mi^rmuiing 
againft Fortune. 'Tis but ten Years fince W)ç 
were very diftant from the Station we are noif 
in : Our Hopes were fo fmall, that we evei% 
limited our Deilres to three thoufand Livres ai 
Year. We hâve at prefent four times as much^ 
and fhould we ftill wifli for more ? We now en- 
joy that happy Competency, whtch formerly 
you fo ardently wifhed for. Let us then b^ 
content. If Riches increaiè, let us receive them 
as from the Hand of God, but let us not fuffec 
our Vicws to be too extenfive. We hâve not 
only the Neceflàries, we hâve the Convenience$ 
of Life i the reft is ail iuperfluouii* This ftrangc 

Thirft 
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Thkft after Grandeur arifes folely from the 
Emptineis of an unquiet Heart. Your Debts 
are ail paid ; and you may live genteely with* 
out contraâing new ones. What more caxi 
you wifh for ? Are Schemes to grow rich and 
great) to be purfued at the Expence of your Re- 
pofe and your Health ? Read the Life of St. Louisy 
there you will fée faow utterly incapable ail 
worldly Grandeur is of Iktirfying the Heart of 
Man, 'Tis God alone can fatisfy it. I muft 
repeat U, you are unhappy only thro' your owii 
Fault. Your Inquietude$ impair your Health i 
which you (hpuld çndeavour to preferve for vxf 
Sake» for you know I love you» Woik upon 
your Htunour ^ if you can render it k& biUour 
and gloomy, it will be one Point ^ined ; but 
this is not the Work of Refleâion folely ; you 
muft add £xeFcif<3r> Diverfioas» and an- uniform 
and regular Life.. You will never think right» 
whilft you are. ill : When the Body is caft down> 
the Soûl bas loil its Vigour. Adieu. Write 
to me oftener, but in a Stile more chearful. 

LETTER LVIL 

To the famé, 

Bazasy AJay.2%y. 167^. 

"lylirE hâve fine Weather and every Conve- 

nîency, and had no more Fatigue in our 

Journey, than in going from Paris to Ver/ailles^ 

1 Wc 
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Wc arc rjeccivedîn ail Places as the King hîmr: 
felf would be. Guyenne dïHinguiùics. it(df. The 
Duke Je St. Simon treated us niagnificentl}^ at. 
Blayes^^nd the Corporation ofBourdeaux prowidcd. 
a vcry fine Veflel in readinefs for us. One of 
owr Retinue was drowned juft as wc were going 
on board, and the Chaplainjudged it imprudent 
Jïot to take Warning. from that. Accident. We 
went on fafely with forty Oars, and pallèd bjr 
the City. Ships were fent ofF to falute us, fome 
with Violîns, others with Trumpcts : A pro- 
digious Concourfe of People covered the Banks 
of the River, the Air rung with Shouts of Long 
Uve tbe King. The Marfhal d*.Jlbret conduâcd 
the * Prince, to whom, the. Corporation madc a. 
Speech.r-^ — TheRemaïnder ofthis Letter is hjl.. 

LETTER LVIII.' 

^0 Madame d€ Moncefpan^. ^ 

Baregey June lO, 1675.. ' 

'TpHE Prince is in Health ; we are this Moment 
arrived. This, inftead of a Journey may 
be called a fine Walk. The Province of Guyenne 
haç donc Wonders, and I hâve promifed the Mar- 
flial d'Aibret ancl the Duke de St. Simon to writc. 
you an Account of it. It*s impoffiblc the Kîng 

^ Tht Duke du Maim. 

hiinfel£ 
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Vimfelf could havc bcen bettcr rcceivcd^ In cvcry 
Place infinité Honours and Acclamations. You 
would hâve been charmed» Madam. It îs not 
tobe imagined to what a Degree his Majefty is 
adored by thefe People. The Prince anfwered 
the Harangue of the Cotpor^on of Bourdeaux \ 
M. U Rûgoishzs taken upon him to fend you ail 
thefe Particulars. In four or five Days We ftall 
begin to ufc. the Baths ; thcy rçlate Won- 
ders of them; but Patience is vcry requifite. 
Here's a deal of Company; we (hall howcver 
be as free as if alone ; the Refpeâ paid us is 
indeed rathertoo much not to lay us under a 
little Conftraint. 

LETTER LIX. 

* 

To the famé 

Àniwerpj Jpril iSj 1676. 

/^UR Journey, Madam, bas been very favour- 
able, and the Prince îs in as good Health 
as the Marchionefs * de Suger ; both equally 
* unknown, both extremely fatigued, and both 
not a little furprized at finding hère no Corn- 
mands from you : Wc wait for them impa- 
tîently. The famé Weather we had on the Road 

• Madam Scarron took this Namc ia the Journçy 
Ihe madc to Ant'werf for the Cure of the Duke 
du Maine, who pafled for hier Son., 

2 continu 
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continues, and that is die fineft you can imagine. 
The Prince is chearful, has a good Appetite, and 
fleeps found. It is but Juftice furely I fhould 
pafs for his Mother, feeing I hâve ail the Ten- 
dernefs of one, and am not lefs affeâed than 
you with every Ailment and Infirmity be fuffcrs 
under. 

LETTER LX. 

V 

^û the famé. 

Madamj 
npHE Phyfician vifitcd the Prince Ycfterday, 
and fpokc vcry fcnfibly conccming his In- 
firmity : He anfwcrs the Defcription you hâve 
had of him, very gentle, modeft, and no • 
Quack. Yet Iconfefs to you, Madam, I am 
quite unwilling to truft him with the Prince } 
but I muft obey. He give us this one Dty 
more, to recruit oUrfelves after thé Fatigues of 
the Joutney, and to-morrow he goes to work. 
I futfer àlrcady ail that the poor Infant is like to 
do. *Tis now, Madam, that you mîght indeed 
reproach me with loving him exceillvely. I 

• This Phyfician was howcver an Empyric, whofe, 

^kîll was grcatly critd up : H» Remédies were^fo 

^ntî thàt tMey Içjigthàl'daiC ChiM*l^teg Without 
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ftall flcrcr be able to bcar fbe Sîght of the 
Apparatus : He bas promifed me to treat the 
Diftèmper gentljr, aftd prétends it is only a 
Weaknefs ; this in fome meafure removes my 
Uneafînefs* The Prince faid to hîm, * Sir, I 
^ was not born (o ; look at Mamma ; and mj 
* Papa is ftot lame*' He fpoke this very gracc- 
fully, and with much Vivacîty. Wc arecn* 
tircly unknown hère, and fhall Hvequitc retired : 
fï^PPy> if we can but bring back Health front 
this Place. I beg it of God every Hour of the 
Day, and wîU ordèr a hun<dred Maffes tobe faid 
Ivîth that Intention. My little Prince moft 
humbly kilTés the fair Lady's Hand* 

LETTER LXL 

To Mr. d'Aubigné. 

Barege^ Juîy 8. 

"TIITE hâve bcen hcre ever fmce the loth of 
fuly. The little Duke bas ufed the Baths, 
but we find as yet no EfFeô from them. Wc 
muft bpth bave Patience, you upoaiyour Rocks» 
I in the Pyrénées. We (hall meet again, if 
God pleafes : I often write to M. de Louvois^ but 
never vrithout mentioning you ; he will kcep 
his Word witbsne, if it's only to gct rld of my 
Importunities, of which I myfelf am indccd al- 

m 
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moft aSbuatd ; but my tender Affeâion tor yen 
conftantly gets the better of it. At the worft 
wc fliall hive Maitttenon : And if I cannot litv 
in it, I wiU at leaft die thcre. Court the Favoui 
of Madame A Fre/nty by Letters j fhe is all- 
^powerful in a certain Sphère : You Ice I am nqt 
Cad down in a Place which is more frightfi|l 
than I can cxprefs : To complète the Misfortune, 
we are freezîng hcre, and havc very wretchcd 
Company : They fhcw us much Refpeft, but 
make us yawn. However, I hâve lefs Carc and 
Vexation hère than I hâve at Court. You 
cannot be too innmate with Vaubdn : The 
Frîendfhip of that Man fmgly is more valuabJe 
than that of ail the Courtiers puttogether, AU 
our Woracn are fick : They are mete Paris 
Badaudes-*, who found die World vcry wide 
when they hwJ got as far as Eflatt^ts. 

..-^T^ L E T T E R LXII. 

9 To the famé. 

Brian y Sept. i. 
ïn a Countiy where they fpeaJc Peitevin, 
th;s fîngle Merit màkes me find good 
ny in ail Places. My Intelligence from 

Ford ofed ÎB tkefame Scafe as CÊehuy, in 
Court 
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laStB tmt ; ht wife aiid fôber ; gi\re no Place «0 
Melandhôl)^, and ever bear in Mind that Good 
and Ëvil are tû be fbund in ail Stations* Be 
frugal> and lay up : AU Things are fiibjeâ fo 
Viciffitudes : Favcmr and Difgraœ go Hand^in* 
Himd. Adieu» my dear Brother. 

LETTER LXIV. 

t^ tbe ^M Gobelin. 

LitA Niort. 

T Receive no Letters from the Lady. Ptople 
hère ufe me very well ; I can*t fay as much of 
the Abfent; tbey forget me: And you alfoy 
even you forfiike me ! Vex me no longer. 
Or àreaà tht Wratb ofng offgnJid GUrj» 
The Mountaineers are not fqueamifh, and will 
perhaps put up with my Decrepidnefs : I flxall 
be as faithfiil to them as you are unfiuthful to 
me. You'tl judge by my Stile that the Prince 
is in good Health. I am this Day prepating to 
go to Confeffion at BwrJeawt^ if I can find there 
a ConfeiTor that may underftand me. IperTuade 
myfelf more and more every Day» that Solitode 
u neceflàry for me, and Diffipation dangerous : 
I do every Thing you hâve prelbribcd me» 
Our Almoner does not often fee me, becaufe he 
fits In the lècond Coach : He is merry or £u!> 
occoiding to ^ Accoaunodation he meets ynûk 
at the différent Iims. He Woûders at his being 

abk 
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ible ta hoM out ttiider Âe Fatigue of a Joumeft 
perform'd inaGMch that travek threeHou^a 

in the Morning» and «s much in the After- 
nooh ; and at every Race Dinnef and Supper 
are got ready for him. I hear Mafs before we 
(et out in the Morning, that he majr not go 
witbout his Breakfiift ; for he piques himfelf ton 
having hot Blood and a canine Appetite. H« 
bled at the Nofe one Day as he was al his mea« 
tal Prayers^ and was very much frighted at itt 
You'Il find me at my Return ftill refolved to be 
guided by you as a Child, with the utmoft Ift* 
différence as to the Station in lâfe that may ba 
allotted me ; and I will leave the Court Ae Mo- 
ment you advife me to do fo : Were it not for 
70u> I ihould be now at Maintenons 

L ET TER tXV. 

^0 the famé. 

^£ VER did I long fo much to convedè wIth 
you. You are to underftand» that { faw 
the lEÛng yefterday, and methinks I ipokt lo 
bim as a Chriftian, and like a triie Friend of 
Madame de Momijpan. I am uneafy» and (o is 
crery Body hère more or lefi» but from Teiy 
difoent Caufts* Wben } was but in a bai 
Way at Court» I was adviied not to withdiaw 
from it: Now that I am well hère» I luiow 
not bow to nanagei in order to break loofe 

£ a from 
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firom People that detain me by Cotnpiaifancc 
^nd Friendfhip. Thefe Chaiiis are barder to 
lireak than if my Stay were forcibjy requîred. 
JHowever, my Sentiments don't alter : It îs im- 
|)oiIible for me to make a Sacrifice, ail my Life, 
4>f my Liberty, my Health, and my Salvation ^ 

ifcut this certainly is not a Seafon to'withdraw. ^ 

< 

LETTER LXVL 

To the famé. 

^^O one can be more alFeâed and taken up 
., with your Grief than I am, nor is there 
^ny Thing that I would not do to alleviate it. 

1 am very (ênfible that your refigned Temper 
isthemoft foltd of ail Jlemedies^ but though 
this ferves to keep one from murmuring and 
ceniplaining, it does not prevent the Impreffioas 
itf Sorrow, nor hinder the Heart from pining 
«mder a Lofs Ibgreat as that which you hâve 
lately met with« Treat yourfelf then as you'd 
Ireat another, to :whom you would prefcribe 
Diiverfion. I am ^ver your Friend. Would 
toGod I could fupply the Place of the Perlbn 
£[eav«n bas deprived you of! I faw yefterday 
«ur Friend Gartigny^ and cannot be rafy whUe 

2 Ut bis Merit fo 111 rewarded. 
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L ET TER LXVIL 

îû the famci 

T Hâve reccived the Trcatife on the Imitation ^f 
Jejus Chriftj which you havc becn kind» 
cnough to fend me. The King is filent in re^ 
gard to M. Gartigniy, and I cannot guefs the 
Caufe of iti. Tbere are fome Perlons, whofe 
Misfortune it is to hâve à finifter ConAruâion 
put on ail their Aâions, and be fufpèâed of Lu* 
trigues becaufe they hâve good Senfe. Thougti 
I hâve little Pretenfioh to this, it has been my 
own Café» I doubt net but our Friendvis of an. 
excellent Charaâer : Butthefeare.not made for. 
him ; Merit makes but a poor Figure hère with- 
out Proteâion; and thofe who might bePro^ 
teâors^ are not fond of encumbering themfelvcs 
wîth it. ,1 hâve drawn up a Scheme of Life, foi 
a Time whea I fhall be free and far enougH 
from Court. Add or retrench, as you think Ht^ 
in theMargin. 

1. Rife between. feven andeight, and fpend 
an Hour in Prayer. 

2. Go abroad two Days in the Week upoit 
Vifits of Neceffity : Retire at ten in theEvening^ 
and go to Prayers wtth my Family. 

3* AUow two Days in the Week for vifiting 
cbe Poor and Phfoners. 

Es 4- Bc: 
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4. Be modeftiy doathed, wear neidier Gold 
jioT Silver, ahd ^ve the Tenth of mjr Incomt 
to the Poor. 

Thus would I fet out, 'tlU my Zeal flionld 
enable me to do more, in Expeébtion of that 
' calm, tranquil Time, pf which I form to my- 
felf fo delightful a Profpeâ. I do nothiiig of 
any Confequence, and give Way to Slothi 
which liiakes me fear that the Courfe of Devo* 
tion I am projeâing, may proceed firom the 
famé methodical Spirit which I bave ihewii in 
the Fumiture at Maintinm* 

LETTER LXVHL 

To Mr. d'Aubigné. 

XIITHILST you labour under Cares and Vexa- 
tions of your own, you pardcipate fo 
much in mine as to make me forhear difcovering 
any more to you : And yet, with whom can I fo 
properly lament as with you, the common Lofi 
we hâve juft met with ? The Marihal (TJlàra is 
itoà'i he wrote me a Letter, before he expired, 
expreflive of hb Efteem and Friendfliip for me. 
I hâve juft now read it agaîn, and could 
not refrain from Tears. He died like a Saint : 
But how know we whether he had Time 
enough to atone for his Faults ? Yes, he has 
id leifure fufficient, and has atoned for tbem : 

For 
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For fçyeral Yean paft he.has walked in tbr 
Ways of S^vation : Infliort^IhatetodoubtcC 
thc $alva)don of nqr Friçads. Lct ut» dear Bro* 
tjhjçir» %vm wr Thoughu inwards to ourfelvct i 
We are both growing old, and infirm : Let us 
then, by living well, ûnooth over the Horrors 
é[ Death, wàtch to thofe who faavc Icd bad 
Lives, are indeed jpoft (pprible. 

LETTER LXIX. 

Otlober i8. 

Y Gaonot reconcUe myfelf to the Lois we hâve 
fuftaUied : It ûî 4 Mîsfprtune to be fo tender 
h^sMTtedt YquT State pf Health majcea me trem-^ 
Me » and my own Indcdence in the Service of 
pod niake9 me dread your refembling me in this 
point. I preft Mf ir l^uvm i ^d he gives me 
Promiibs i Time will bring about ail Things : 
We ihall fare tolerably enough hère: Let us 
think of our Lot in the other World. I hâve 
been at Maintenons which is greatly embellifhed : ' 
Upon enterii^ the Gallery, the firft Thing I 

pbferved waa the Marihal's Piâure, which drew 

• 

Tean from me. The King intends to make 
diat Caftle a ddightful Place ; he has fent thither 
M. Le Kmare^ and I daily find there fome Pre* 
fent from cbe fine Lody. You hâve a violent 
Loppag to Goinc into the Great World, and I 

£ 4 to 
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to get ont of it Thus every One bas his Vîi^ 
cafineft, and I am as much a&âtd with yours 
as with my owii ; though the Sfaare tfaat pro*' 
periy falls tp my hoty is» perhaps, net lefi ihm 
yours. 

LE T TER LXX. 

Tû tbefami. 

1677. 

T Ufe ail my Endeavours to remové you from 
your prefent Poft. .M. di Louvois pofitively 
promifed it me y efterday, and Madame de Mon" 
ttjpan fpoke of it totheKing. Arm yourfelf with 
Patience, and lemember that while you are 
coBiplaining, there are fome in tbe World who 
without a Moment's Reft, are in a continuai 
Slavery, and fpend ail their Life in doing the 
Will of others ; but give yourfelf no Uneafmeft 
from this. 



LE T TER LXXI. 

^0 the famé. 



1677. 



T Could wi(h to hâve ail the Fatlings, which I 
bave reproached you with, and to be capable 
of receiving a Réprimant in the Manoir you 
bave taken mine. Be per&^ded tbat^ frcuBoltife 
of my Temper, it is tbe gr^teftlPrcof of Ten*? 
'nefs that could be gîven you* fie coiitctit \ 

you 
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jovL are going^to th& fineft Place in the WorIJ. 
Dream of nothing but how to fpend your Time 
chearfuUy there ; and think of marrying, that 
you may meet with no more Oppofition at 
Coignac. I havc fufFered a great deal thefe fe- 
veral Days : But Madame de Montefpan^s Tur- 
bulence will foon fubfide; were it lafting» 
'twould be impolEble to bear it. 

LETTER LXXIL, 

To the famé ^ 

Maintenons Mùy I2» 
XTirE fliall (hortly fet out for Barege^ ihali 
ftop at Fontevrault^ and probably mect 
again about the Middle of next Month. Li ve, 
my dear Brother, as chearfully as you caiv 
You are in a fine Place,, in a good Poft, and 
your own Mafter : I well know fome who are 
more wretched. My own Affliflions touch me 
lefs th'an yours. Don't think of belng ilighted 
at Court; wefhall keep our Ground there. £n- 
joy what you hâve like a Philofopher; The 
King arrives at VerfaiUes on Monday^ we (hall 
be there on Sunday. They thought thèmfelvcs 
ridofus; but you know me; I am not eafily 
fhaken oS : 

E ç L E T- 
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LE T TER LXXin. 

* 

To tbe famé. 

Fantivraulty yune îz, lôyj. 

\X^£ (hall fet out from hence on Mbnday to 
Poitiersj and thcn direéHy to Coignac. 
The Prince is attended by M. /^j^^», M. i> 
Ragots j hîs Predcptor, Almoner, and fix Valets 
de Chambre ; and I hâve three Women. I give 
you this Détail, that you may take your Mea? 
fures. To amufe you I fend you a Copy of a 
Ihort Letter wrote by the Prince to Madame de 
Mmtifpanm 
^ Madame de Maïntimn î^ïA% every Day in 

* fpinning, Madam ; and were flie left to 

* herfelf, fhe would either do this, or Write ail 

< theNîghttoo. Adieu, mydearLady; Ibcg 

< you would believe, that notwitbftanding the 

< Liberty I take with you, I hâve that Refpeâ 

< and fincere ASeâion for you which is incom- 
f prehenfible.' 

LBTTER LXXrV. 

^Q Madame de Coulanges. 

Cotgnaci June i6, 1677. 
T Hâve Time only to fay two Words to you : 
"^ I am as much charmed with having received 
that Letter, as I am vexed at not being able to 

anfwer 
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anfwer |t I thànk you for the Advlce, -and 
will make good Uk of it : I always had a Sus- 
picion of their Semim.ents, and I wi(h I had 
been miftaken. My Compliments firft to M. 
de CoulangiSy then to the Abbé, and then to thé 
Abbefiè^ I (hall ever be, (sfc. 

L E T T E R LXXV. 

^0 Madame de Mootefpan, 

Barege^ Saturday. 
T Hâve nothing to add, Madam, to M. Fagmit 

* Account. The Prince well deferves that you 
fliould Write to him : He fays your Lettets are 
as fine as your Eyes. Let me relate to you an 
Anfwer that bas pleafed me, becaufe it feemed 
to me above his Years : I was checking him 
yefterday for fome haughty Wàys,' and I told 
him that the King was pditer than him. ^ It 

* is very eafy for him to be fo, anfwered hej* 

* he has a certain Knowledge of his Rank, 
< whiifti am ignorant of mine.' Hefpoke thi^ 
in a Manner fo refolute and fo concerned, thai 
I could not refrain .fron^ fighing. Madsume^Ji 
Frefnoy^ Madam, writes to œ in the moft gra^ 
cious Strain» and I am greatly obliged to yoû 
for it } no body can be with jnorc GnUitude and 
Refpcft, .{sTa 

I- E T- 
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' *LETTER LXXVI. 

To tbefame. 

1677. 

'T^HE youngeft of Authors, Madam, b^ your, 
^ Patronage foç.his Wo^s* ' Hç çvouW jïaY^ 
bccn very glad of being cight Years Old before 
tbey were fent into the World ; but was afraid 
his Gratitude might bave been rufpeâed» had he 
lived more than feven without giving you a 
public Teftimony of it. In efFeâ, Madam, 
he's ÎA a good meafure indebted to you for what 
he is. Though his Birth bas been happy enough» 
and there are few Authors to whom Heaven has 
been fo indulgent, he acknowledges that your 
Converfation ha3 largely contributed to perfeéfc 
bini in what Nature hegan. If he thinks with^ 
Reâitude» if with Gracefulnefs he expreilès 
hipfelf» if he already knows how to .make a» 
tolerable Difcernment between Men« thefe aro 
fo many Talents whtch he has endeav'oured ta 
fteal from your . For my Part> Madam» who^ 

' ♦- ^his Lèttef was printed thè followîng Year at 
th€» rïèad of a^ Bôok'èntitaled^ Oetitres diverfes d'uiï' 
4ut£W,dcfepijA)Q^, ■Di'ver/e Works of an Author offe^eu 
Xears old, The Ëpîflle Dedicatory,. fays j?â^/<ry |ias^ 
à' lAoft délicate Tùrn : one would think the Suhjeél^ 
was net touched, or that the Writer intended only ta 
flcim lightJy over it ; yet the Phrafe is exqui£te> and 
-^ great deal is faid infew Wordi. 

know 
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know bis moft {ecret*Thoi^gJUs>' I caonot but 
obferve with what Admiration he hears y ou talk^ 
and I can with TrutivaiTure you, tbat he Is tnuck 
readier to Men to you than to ail, hts Booksb 
You will find in the VVoiJl.I fend you, fome 
pretty good Pailàges of antient Hiflory : But he 
fearsv that, in the Croud of marvellous Events 
that hâve happened in our ownX)ays, you will be 
but little affeéted with any Information he can 
give you of former Ag.es.: And he has the morç 
Reaibn to iear k,. as. be has experienced thç 
famé Thing in the Courfe of thisreading. He 
fometimes thinks it itrange, that Men.fhould 
hâve laid themfelves under a Neceffity to charge 
their Memory witb^Authors^that tell us Thtngs 
fo nai|ch i^ferior to what we now behold. How 
is he to find any thing ftriking in the Viétorie^ 
of the Greeis ^nd Romunsy arid inall that./T^nvr 
and yujiin relate to hîm ? when from his CcadLc 
his very Nuries haye accuftomed his Ears to fo 
much gréater Exploits. . The taktng si cértlhin 
Town in ten Years by the Gre^kr ts related tp 
him as a Prodigy : Yet is he but fevea Years 
. old) and has akeady heard TeDeum fung in France 
for the taking of above a hundred Towhs. This^ 
Madam» puts him a little out of Conceit with 
Antiquity. He is naturally proud ; I plainly 
perceive he thinks himfelf defcënded from a 

goôd Houfej aiî4: Wth ^wbatçyçr Eiicomium^ 

onc 
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onc mî^t talk to hîm of AUxanier and Cafar^ 
\ doubt whcthcr hc would put himfelf upon a 
Lcvel with thc OfiSpring of cithcrof thofe grcat 
Mcn. I affurc myfclf that you wîll not difap* 
provc Ais litdcPridc în him, and that you wiU 
acknowlcdgc hc is no bad Judgc of Herœse 
You wîll at the famc Time confcfs, that my- 
fdf am nonc of the moft injudicious in makîng 
Prefents, and that, fceîng I. had an Intention 
to dcdicate a Book to you, where could an Au- 
thor more agrceablc to you hâve been pitched 
upon, or one in whom you hâve a greater 
Intereft î I am, Madam, your moft humble, &£w 

LE T TER .LXXVlï.* 

Frm Madame de Montcfpan tê tbe Khtg. 

YOU alked me, my Dcar, whether yo\ir 
Crown was not thc Charm of your Love ? 
And whcn I anfwered, that ï Ipvcd nothîng 

• Hits is the famous Letter which Madam dà 
filaint^KM i»fiud tp t»ve diôated tp th^ MfMichionefs. 
de MonteJ^, and to which the Fortune of Mad. de 
Maintenon is commonly attributed, in confequcnce 
of the Fancy Itfjtfi Xiy . tooktotheWriterof it. I 
think it bas appeared in print dfcwherc Somc Per- 
jR>08, who intereft themfelves in the Memory of Mad . 
A Maintenons hâve affurcd me it is apocryphal, and 
that ihe difiipproved too imuch the Amours of Mad. 
4i Monf^any to be capable of writing Lettcrs pf th}a 
Nature. However, I would not fupprefs it, left I 
Ihoukl be taxed wiài a matcrial Omifion. 

abottt 



(«7) 
àbottt yott but yourfdfy you told me» that I 

might poffibly deceive myfelft I had anfwercd 

you much better, xxnùd I hare made jrou fcn- 

fiUe faowmnchyour Doobtalarmed me. I hâve 

fince ezamined my Heait in fecret : And oh ! 

bow weH has it flieim me that Ambition does 

noc wEt lilcc Love I Thefe Paffions are eafily 

dîftingaifhed : What Uièdo you make of your 

Penetratioa, if you difceni not the Difièrence t 

I aràttioua ! I, who think I fee in the Eyes of 

every Woman the iâmeLove I feel in my Heart 

for the moft ami^e of Men ! 

Muft you be remtnded of the Words we had 

a few Days fince concerning your Coldneis î I 

don't remember what I then faid to you, but I 

wdl knofw Ambition never talked indiatStrain* 

What did younot fay to me, to makeme eaiy i 

If I had loved the King only, would I not hâve 

been fittisâed with your Excufes ? Would you 

bave found it fo difficult to perfuade and appeafe 

me-? When I fee Tendernefe Ipeaking throug^ 

your Eyes, don't you perceive the famé Paffion 

anfwertng you in mine ? Could Ambition put 

on fuch a Difgufe ? When my Heart ytelds to 

the moft delightful Tranfports, and finks under 

them, tell me, my Dear, is this the Effeâ of 

Ambition? You love, wlthout difcerningLove ! 

I could iay morè to you, but Vexation fiiatchca 

thePcn from my Hand» 

L E T- 
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-, tETTER Lxxvnr. 

• To Madame de St. G * * •.. 

Verfaittesy Moniay — 1677.- 
T WAS right in téllûig you, Madam, that M; 

de C * would a^ the Paipt of a Dupe, 

throughout thi$ AiFair. Hç is a Man of great 
Senfe, but bas no worldly Wifilom. Witb ail 
his Zeal, he bas done tbevery Thingwhich 
Jjauzam yirould bave been afhamed to bave donc 
He wantei[l to convert them, and he bas recon- 
ciled theih. Thefe are ail idleProjeâsc There 
i&,nooc befides f La £&2(/^ tbatcan.»JBakethem 
fuQceed : He bas often deplored with me the 
King's Irregolarities ; but if he fpoke fincerely, 
yrpuld he not interdiâ him tlie Sacram^nts ? You 
plainly iise there is fome Truth in the Provincial 
Lfttirs* . Fathec lifl Cbaife. is : an honeift ' Man .• 
(Mit the Air.of the Court tatntS' the pureft Virtue. 
Ifend you two Copies of the Verfes under the 
Prince's Piâure : Though they are BoiUau% h 
runs in my Mind thzt Racin4y and even Cow 
langiSf could bave made betten 

•i*robaMy Monf. Bojfutt^ then Bifhop of Cmst^m. 
MofI Memoirs relats this Faél in a Way that does no» 
Honoor to that. Frelate, whofe Pénétration was 
abufed,' but whofe Probity was fo well known, that 
after the Réconciliation be found himfelf tadier the^ 
bétter for it at Court; nor did this Afiair prejildice 
his Réputation in the leaft. 
, f A Jefuit, and Confeflbr to theKing. 

^ L E T- 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

3V '/itf :rfW^ Gobclin. 

OEND me îbmc Nfews oï^ SiactSaint-BafilA 
I bdîeve ihe is rcfolved to iezvc Part- Royal i 
kut I know nof wbether the Hofpitallers are re* 
folvçd' to receive- hcr : - 1 am very ready to con** 
duâ hcr to them. Think of that ^jocr Girr, I 
befeech you S '¥oti Saints are-crticl:: Yct we 
mjght to help one another's Wcaknefe altcr- 
natdy. I Wifh more ardently than ever to bc 
out of thb Placée and çonfirm myfe}f more andf 
more in the .OpiAidn that I dannot ferVe God 
heré : But I fpeak thè Mb of it to yoti, becaufd 
ydu tdl crerf thiiig to tiic /ibÙT^u. Thîs U 
ah Inftance of my native Sincenty ; and Ibe- 
lieve you will like it better than an Altéra- 
tion in the Confidence I repbfe in you. I am 
going to iMaintmoitf to tnake a Trial of Soli- 
t)x6ej ma of die 'Coui^<^ of Life of whichllately 
fcnt you a Skfetch.' ». 

^ Madame de Maintenon liad beea açquainted with 
her at the Hofpîtalieres in St. Jameis fireity and had 
conceived EUeem enôogb for her to confult with her 
lriK)a|r ^e Copilitttliads of St. C>f> a r^gî^oi Çonbr 
inun;ty of L^dic?. •• . - .'.= .- 

, ■• ! .; , • ..■ ) i. '. .■•■; . 1 '.' '■ ^ *• ■ • ■'' V 
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LETTER 

A ND tbw it h^peiu tliat the Inquifitm aie 
alurays die worft iiifoniied. MyReoioiral 
tma Court ii a Pomt fo lîttlc decâded» tiiat I 
boïd to it b^ ftronger Tycs than crcr» I knre 
00 Caufe of DUcontent, and, doiibtlfft, you 
bave been purpofisly ill infonned. The Ide^ of 
becoming a Nim never came Uktq mj Mwli 
tberefore make Madame <& Ai i^4i9«^/ eafy* W^ 
bave lauglied heartily at your bofiouring me with 
t Sufpicioni that I bave taken it into niy He^ 
lo give Crédit to what Ppaplc fiiy of Ae Va« 
pours : It is tme they are nmch more fîfe herç; 
than formçriy j but ypij vcry wcjl kqqw ^ 
ve mi# gQ bisher up tp find tbe $ourcç i>f tbif 
Falhion. Every Body hère fluâuates between 
Fear and Qope ; we are promiibd great $veptt; 
You'U fee by tl^e Mannerio wbich lihaU te 
concerAtd therein» that I litdc tbtok of leà^vij% 
this Place : No, I will never leave it til} yoii 
are worthy of having an Abbey* Tbe ïûng 
hat pofitively faid, Aat for the future he wili 
bave none but pious Clergymen preferred. You 
aie goîng to Iky, What a Number of Abbeys 
will be vacant ? Adieu, my poor Abbé : Don't 

~rite to me when your Fit comes upon you : 
a fçf and paint cvtry Tbing fo dark, that 

though 
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dioug^I wis in loYc with SoUtude you would 
inakc me hâte it. 

LETTER LXXXI. 

To tbi Abhi Gobelin. 

UrOU think too ferioufly of what I wrote Xm 
you about \ I don't fufpeâ you of having re* 
?ealed my Confeffion to the Abbé Ttftu: But ai 
lie's inquifitive, Ithought he might get from 
you more than I would bave him know. I ima* 
g^iM that he had leamed from you the Defign 
I had formed to leave this Place, of which he 
knew nothing before but aerial Projeâs. Thia 
ia ail I meant s therefoie give yourlblf no &rther 
Uneafincfi. 

LETTER LXXXn. 

^0 tht famé 

T Ârrived yefterday from Maintefiên^ where I 
Ipent eight Days with a Serenity and Con- 
tent of Mind that makes me relifli the Court 
wor(e than ever ; if I gave Way to my Inclina- 
tion» I (hould be ready eveiy Hour of the Day 
to pétition for Leave to retire : It is impoffible 
for me to lead 'the fâme Life much longer. I 
nndcrtake too much for the Body or die Mind» 
pcrh^ for bodu not to fink undcr it. It 
bappea as God p^eafb: I frequendy a/Soc uf 
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l!iim~ my SuflTerings, real or imaginary ; and if 
his Will was known to me» I would foUow it 
in ail Points» even the moil oppofite to my 
TcmpcrV 1*111 on goodTèrms with tfie King» 
who no longer dreads the Converiâtion of the 
ffine Gmiu^i and am not upon ill Ternis wilb 
Madame de Montefpan : I make ufe of thra 
Seafon to let her underfland that I want to re-^ 
tire ;. but ihe anfwers little to the PropofaL I 
recommend the Kîng. ta your Prayers, as ho. 
fiands on the.Brink of a ^reat Précipice». 

LETTER LXXXIII. 

21? ik&-t d'Aubigné. 

liJ'Ethinks you want natural Affêâiba fbt 
your Relations: lam^far otherwifet and 
feel great.Tendernefs for them : They hâve tbeir 
Failings, and fo bas every body. We muft not 
break oS Friendfhip with any : There may be a 
Time when it is neceflâry to live among Rela- 
tions, and then a complaifant Habit proves a 
great Refource. I havis found Mademoifellè 
de Flotgny very handfome and very amiable ; but 
I know not why you regard thîs Negotiation as 
a Thing yet to be donc, when I hear that you 
are fatisfled with ail the Conditions, and that 
'^^hing rerhains but to fîgn the Contraâ, and . 

Louis XIV. called Madam Scarron the fiff- 
'S of Madam de Monteffan^ 
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go «o Church. I make you an Offer of having 
the Nuptials celcbrated at Malntenon. I havc 
bccn told you hâve loft fourtccn thouland Livres 
at play this Wintcr : I hope you will gamc no 
more, if you marry : I bclieve you are too ho- 
neft t» put your Wife and Childrcn in the rigbt 
Koad to a Workhoufc. For my Part, I am în 
no Humour Jto ftrcightcn myfelf in order to fup- 
ply your Extravagancies, whcn I hcar, that 
whilft I am faving, cven in Neceffarîes, to fur- 
nifh my Country Houfe, you ftake a thoufand 
Piftoles at play, and fpend more in a Month 
tban I do în a Year. From this motherly Ad- 
monition concludc, that I havc ail the Tender- 
oicfs of a Mother. If you marry, Ict good Mo- 
tives prompt you to an Afiair of fuch Import- 
•ance. Adieu, i hâve already fent a Cradle to 
ÀUnnUHon^ as a Pièce of Furniture you jfxaf 
l^rohably wont 

LETTER LXXXIV. 

^ To • the famé. 

T OOK upon your Marriage in the beft Point 
é[ View, iince it b donè : God has per- 
mitted'it, and you hâve notbing but Thanks to 
ictnm hioi. Game no more, and be frugal. 
ïnjoy Tranquilttj and Freedom ; and eipe* 
cnDy, my dear Brathcr, rcfift Aat Melancfaoly 
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to which yott are fo naturally iitdined. Yott 
arenot ittlcx>ked upônhere; tbey approre of 
y^ur Marriage» YourWife is pious, young» 
afiable, and loves you: A ridier one would hâve 
been lefs traâable. Lay open your Heart to me 
Wtthout Referve concerning her, diat I may 
treat her better or worfe, according as you are 
* more or IdTs latisfied with her Conduâ. She 
haa a Failing» which is an involuntary Kind af 
laughing, and fpeaktng with an affeâed Gri- 
mace, lilce Madame di LmgtuviBi^ who aâi 
that Part with die Countenance and Wit of an 
Angel. For God's Sal^e let her fpéak naturally» 
It is a troublefome Office to fet up for her Gou* 
▼ernante ; but I would not do it, if I loved her 
le&tfuuildo. Adieu, dear Brocher, becfaeer* 
fui: TUid: of the Condition in which we were 
iMrn» and we ihail efteem ourftlves happy» 

LETTER LXXXV. 

^9 tU Jami. 

A WIFEoffifteeniiJiofinallFIague: Iwon- 
^^ der you ihould drieam of rambling ajboyt 
the Kingdom I The poôr ChiU ! Can you tkiak 
of leaving her alone \ She writes to me^ that it 
urill breajL her Heart. Either ftay at home^ or 
take her along with ypu in your Tiaveh. I 
fend you an Account kâ what I hare laid xuffi to 
doathhert and for AeWcddingt not with a 

Vîcir 
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View titt you flwttld pay it, but (o iet yoa fi» 
Aat Aioaqr runs away b&f and thaï the Sam it 
laige kl Pcifons in our Circumfiaacct. Youf 
Wife's Shifts are as fine as tfae Queen «ean a 
and no Man living bas Linen to exceed yom^t : 
•I never bad, nor ihall I ever think of havinf^ 
any fo cnrious) dio' I \We at Couit, whcre Ex« 
amide cairics every thii^ to-Exoefi. You wUl 
in£dlibly ruin ine, œy dear Brotber, if you bt 
not fiivijig on your own Part* 

LETTER LXXXVI, 

To Madame d*Aubigné. 

mrOU bave bere, my moft amiable Sifter» ft 
Calculation cf what your daily Expence 
ought to'amount to for twelve Perfons^ vis» 
Monfieur and Madame, thiree Maid Servants» 
four Footmen, two Coacbmen» and a Valet de 

Chambre* 

Livret. 8db« 
FifteenPoundofMea^atsSdi) 8 ^ je 
per Pound, — . — — f 9 

Tvro Joints of Roaft Méat, — ^ --. lO 
Bread, .— — — — — i — 10 
Wine, -^ — — ~ — a — xp 
Wood for Fewd, — — — a — 00 
Fruit» — ii-^«^'«-^«^— »!— ^lO 
Candies, —. — — — *— >o — o8 
Wax Candies — — — — o— iq 

H — 13 

Addio" 
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îAddiiig to thefe Wafhing, Sait, atid Spice^, yoiîr 

.Expcnces necd not exceed fifteen Livres per 

vDiem. I reckon four Sols in Winc for four 

:Footmen and your two Coachmen ; Madame 

:^ MonUfpan aUows no mbre' to ber's; and if 

-youkeqp Wine in youi Cellaiv i( wîllcoftyou 

. only three Sois. .1 bave'fet down fixiSols for the 

Valet ^c Chambre» and twenty for yoii and 

. your Hufband : I reckon every Tbing at the 

leaft, ' I allow a , Pqund of . Candies» bec^ufe 

the Days are fhort. I fet down forty Sols for 

firingi thougb you watit oAlytwt) ; aM I allow 

thirty Sols: for Fruit, tho'Sugar is; but eleven 

Sols, and a Quarter of a Pound is fuiScient to 

' fweeten a ♦ Compote, I fet down two Pièces 

of roaft Méat, one oF.wbicb may be faved whe^ 

Momieuc orMadaix^e dines or fups al^road : But 

*then I forgoit a Fowl in S^up*^ We underftand 

domëftic Oec'oAômy j' you miay Hâve too, witb- 

ootexceeding the fifteenth Livre, fometimes a 

^ Courfepf Sau&ges, fometimes Sheéps Tongues, 

*'thc ctemàl Pyramid,*and"the Compote which 

yoùàrè fo Tond 6f. Ail this sranted, which I 

' Ifiani 2t Courts ogr dcai: Cbiid, .your Table £x«- 

Z otcwt^irnut; si tue^^weeUieat iwuia. 

a pence 
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1 


pence fiiould not excced 


6000 Livres* 


For cloathing Madame, let 
fet down — — — 


"*}iooo • 


For Monfieur, — — ^ - 


— 1000 


For Wages and Lîveries, 


> 

— 1000 


For Houfe Rent — — 


— 1000 



lOOOO 

Is not ail this décent and élégant? If tfae 
Calculation be of any Ufe to you, I fhall not re- 
gret thc Pains I bave taken to make it; it will 
convince you at leaft that I know fomethîng of 
Houfhold Afiâirs. Adieu, dear Child 5 lova 
me as I value you. 

LETTER LXXXVII. 

Tô Madame de Monteljpan. 

Maintenons March 13, lf>*]2. 
W OU could not poffibly bave fent me a more 
agreeable Pièce ofNews, Madam, thantbe 
Surrendçt ofGhent : In ail Appearance the Citadel 
bas capitulated by this Time. The King will 
ibon return to you, Madam, overflowing wîth 
Love, and rcfplendent wiih Glory, I participatc 
înfinitely in your Joy. My Sifter and Brother 
arrived hère yefterday, with a grateful Senfe of 
your Kindnefs to them, The Prince is in 
Health : I herewith fend you a Copy of a Letter 
hcwroteto the King. . . 

F From 
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Prem tbe Duke du Maine #9 the 
* Sire, 
• If your Majcfty gocs on taking Towns, 'tîs 
out of Difpute that I muft be a Dunce ; for 
M. le Ragots never fails to make me lay afide 
my Books when the News bf it arrives ; and 
I rife from the Letter I hâve the Honour to 
Write to you, only in order to make a Bon- 
. firc/ 

You will flnd, Madam, great Altérations at 
MainUnon \ Mignard has outdone himfelf, and 
that Piâure eclifpes the iîneft Paintings oiltalj. 
I leave you, Madam, to think at Leifure of 
your Conqueror. Ifeverany Paffion was par- 
donable, this muft doubtlefs be fo ; but none 
of this Kind can be pardonable in the Sight of 
God. 

LETTER LXXXVIIL 

Tlo Madame de St. G * * *• 

Ï679. 

'T^HE beautiful Duchcfs is inconfolabJe \ and 
I am no lefs gricved that jQie (hould think 
Mi dame de Montefpan has afted by my Coun- 
fels ; I beg you would undecerve her : Nobody 
loves her more than I do. Madame du Frefmy 
could tell her from what Quarter the Blow came, 
and teach her to miftruft her female Friends. 

Madame 
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Madame ii Mmàe^an complains of her laft 
Lyîng-in : Shc fays, that this young Lady has 
made her loib the Kîng's Heart i and Ihe quarrds 
wich me about it, as if I had not often advifed 
herneverto lie- in again. She upbratds herfelf 
for not having followed the King to Flaniers^ 
but it could not be otherwife. She fwears thaï: 
from henceforth he (hall never make another 
Campaign, as if Glory did not influence him 
more than Love. I pity Madame de Monte/pan. 
.What would it be, if (he kncw ail her Misfon- 
tunes ? She is very far from thinkîng the King 
is unfaithful ; fheonly accufes hlm of Coldnefs. 
None dare venturc to inform her of this ncw 
Paffion, which is no longer a Secret to any but 
herfclf. ' 

L E T T E R LXXXIX. 

'To tbefame, 

Jfrîl iSj^. 

'TpHE Peace is figned : Madame de Monte/pan 
very ferioufly déclares, that if (he could 
lay hold of thé Prince of Orange^ (he would 
ftrangle him wîth her own Hands. She accufes 
me of lovîng tiie King : This Crime, faîd I, 
laughing, is common to us both. But, repîied 
(he, don't take it in your Hcad that he loves a 

I^ribn»- . Thcre (he brokc off, 

and *tis the firft Time I hâve feen her check her 

F 2 angr 



( ïùo)) 

îiaVe acquifedi added fiej'wlll nôrie'iTiôrc lafe 
îhg than mine. ' I boldly ànfwercd hef, that a 
Woman of my Years could not give Umbragfe 
to a well-turned Mindj that my Conduft; of 
^vhich fhe had bèeft in Eye- witnéfs ten Yearè 
fucteffively,"ga!ve the Lye to her injorîouS Suf- 
{)icions j that I had fo little dréamed of the De- 
ifîgn fhe imputed to me, that I oftcn entreated 
her to obtain Leave forme to retire; that I 
would no longer bear with her haùghty Airs ; 
that the Oddîtîes of her Temper fhortehed rdy 
Days, by the Vexations they éx'pofed me to. 
And who detains you hère, faid (be ? I anfwered 
lier, The King's WiH, my Duty, my Senfe of 
Gratitude, the Intereft of my Family,' Thîs 
Dialogue was carried ço fert^er | Ipvithdrew, 
and am now in my Clofi^t» bemoaning my 
Affliâions, and confoling ^myfelf with you. 
Madame du Frefnoy revçnges herfelf on me, Sqr 
the Décline of her Crédit. Though devouied 
with Cares, I am obliged. tp dry vp my Tear^, 
and appear gay and contended* Qh l.when ma^ 
I at leàft bave the Satis£a^m of , wecpix^ ^^YY: • 
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LETTER XC. 

• • • 4 

2tf lie famé. 

Jfril 19, 1679. 
^T^HE Prince o{ Marfillac isjuftgone out of 
Vfiy Apartment, 'Tis furprizing to fee how 
eameft th^t Man is to' ferve me : I know not 
what Ùtiigii mày be concealed under that eager 
Officloufnds» I receive the Father a$ coldly as 
Ihe Son» Horr id Things are imputed to them ^ 
to the one Counfels, to the other Aâions* The 
King bas fpent two Hours in my Clofét : He'à 
fiirely the mofl amiable Man in his Kingdom. 
I difcourlbd with him about his Salvation, and he 
gave me an attentive Haaring. Perhaps he is 
not fa averiè to thinking of it as his Courtiers 
kn^ine : He has good Sentiments, and fre« 
quently turns his Thoughts towards God. It 
would be great Pity if God did not enlighten |i 
Soûl that's made for him. 

LETTER XCL 

To the famé. 

May ^, 
YESTERDAY. the King had a fierceConver,. 
(ation with Madame de Montefpariy at which 
Iwas prefent. Diana was the Subjeâ of it. I. 
wondered at the King's Patience and the Fury 
of the Marchionefs. The whole ended with 

F 2, ' thefr 



( I« ) 

Adc terriUe Woids; / iéw tM you hefm^ 
"-Maâamj I will tm he cnOrolUd. Madame dg 
Mmtujpan afksCounfel of me; I talk to ber of 
God, and Ihe tfainks I hâve an Underftandtng 
wîtb tfae King. She Aies out againft the poor 
GirI, rails at Father La Chaîfi and M. it Nù^ 
ailles : She exaggerates the Expencés, and in- 
Tents Calumnies : She fpends whole Hours with 
M. de LàiiVûh and Madame ^2f Tbiange : She dé- 
plores the Lot of Princes. The King is^fo 
attached to her by Habit, I doubt not but Corn* 
paffion will oiake hîm return to ber. 

LETTER XCIL 

^0 tbifami. 

May ^4^ 1679* 

I^EW Plagues cvcry Day ! The King Ibuns 

Madame di Montefpan with a Kittd of Af- 

feâation ; She bas rctired to Clagni : Courtiers 

ail tbink the Breach^will never be made up. 

The King bas owned to me that bç ftill loves 

hcr, and more than he could wifh. The Duke 

du Aîiaine attaches hîm to his Mother : He 

oânnot fee him wichout relenting. Madame 

*^ SfmhiZi is too beautiful in ^ MademoifelUs 

àceity and too virtuous in the Opinion of -)* 

yffuur. Du Frtfmy is forfaken : She ha$ bad 

L 

' • The Grand-daughter of Henry IV; 
t Bfothcr of Louis XIV, 

Recourfe 
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RecouHb to me, as if 1 had the Eileem and 
Friendihip of the Public at ihy Difpofal. Wc 
embraced each othèr : I will ferve her, though 
certain (he will prove ungrateful. My greateft 
Pleafure is to put the Gratitude of my Enemies 
to the Tcft. The fréquent Conférences wbich 
the King honours me with, often afford me 
Opportunities to éxercife this Humour. Your 
Son is very pretty. Takc Care of your Health : 
'Tis the chief Bleffing next to Virtue. 

LETTER XCIIL 

To the famé. 

June 14, 1679. 
TTI7E are born to fuffer:.Evcry Day of my 
Life is remarkable for fome new Afflic- 
tion. The King's Favours make me no Soit 
of Amends for the Lofs of my Traiîqtiility. I 
endeavour to bring him bsck to God : It 
would be a grcat Pity if fo good a Soal did not 
love him. He relates his Faults to me : I am 
his Confident; and Madame de^ Mmtefpan is 
pofitîve that I am his Miftrtfs. But, Madam, 
faid I to her, he muft then hâve thrce : Yes, 
anfwercd flie fmartly, I am but a nominal one, 
that Girl is fo in Faâ, and you are Mrftrcft 
of his Heart. I calmly reprefcnted to her, that 
fixe Itften'd too much to her Rcfentments : She 
anfwrered me^ that (he was no Strai^r to my 

F 4 Artifices 
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Artifices, and tbat he/ IJnhappinefs proceeded 
.only from her not having given Ear to Re- 
fentment. She refleâed on me on account. of 
Jher Benefaâions* her Prefents and thofe of the 
King 3 and told me that ihe had harbour'd a 
Serpent in her Bofom. 'Tis ftrange we can 
neither live together, nor part : I lov& her, and 
cannot perfuade myfelf that ihe hâtes, me. I 
don't live, I die hourly. 

L E T T E R XCIV. 

^0 the famé. . 

Âuguft 2. 

J£aloufi$3 bave ceafed: Peace is made. It 
'was indeed high Time that the King, after 
^ving giveri Peace to Europe^ fhould givc 
Peace to his Court. Madame de Montefpûn is 
more brilliant and more worihipped than ever; 
ihe carefTes me, çntrufts me with ail her 
Schemes, confults me, and givesear to me. The 
King of SpaîrCs Marriage with MademoiftïU is 

.agreed upon. They are making Préparations 
for Feftivals, and ail thofe Vanities which I 
hâve long been difgufted at, but forced to bear 
with. The Illnefs of the Âbbé Gohelin alarms 

^me: £ntreat him to take Care of his Health, 
that we may not lofe fo good a Friend. Made- 
noifelle grows handfotner^ 'tis the Marriage* 
rhe King has faid an Abjundance of fine Things 

to 



to her» and fbe thahks me for tbem as if I haid 
any Hand in it. 

LETTER XCV. 

Tp thèfame, 

Offoher 28, 

T THANK you for my fine Gown : You could 
not bave chofen one more to my liking, : 
i iball wear it next Sunday in Honour of you. 
The Pr^ocp is the l^ing's Idol : The more his 
TenderneÊ for the Son enereafes, the .more his 
Love^for the.Mother feçhwi todccrbafc: 'Tis 
mese Fancy at prefent'; tbere is lefs Paffion 
than Habit in it. The Kihg abounds with good 
Sentiments ; He fometimâ îreadethe Bible, aild 
.thinks it the fîneft of aU Books.' - Ht confeflls 
his Weakneflês to me^' he acknowledges bis 
Faults : W^e muft wait for the Workings of 
Grâce. He thinks ibrioufly about tbe ConvcT* 
fion of Heretics, and in a little Time it will be 
profecuted warmly. 

LETTER XÇVJ. 

'To Mddemoifelk de Lenclos. 

Fer/aUUs, Nov. I2. 167^^ 

CONTINUE to entruft Mr. d'Jlubigni with 

jour Counfels. He bas great need of tbe 

' Leflbns of Liontius : The Advice of an amiable 

Friend if always more perfuafive than the 

F 5 Counfels 
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Counfels of an auftere Sifter. Madaihe de Cou» 
langes has given me Afluranccs of } our Friend- 
(hip, which greatly delîght me. What you 
hear of the Favour I am in, is no more than 
Report : I am aStranger in this Place, fupport- 
ed only by People who diflike me, no Friends 
but felf-interefted ones, whom the fli ghteft Blaft 
of Fortune would turn againft me, and Rda- 
tions who are continualiy aflcing, but not s9- 
ways deferving of Fayouis. You enjoy full 
Liberty. I am in a continuai Slavery* Beliî^e 
me, my lovely Girl, for you will never ceafe 
being handfome, the Intrigues of the Coort are 
not near fo agreeable as a Correfpondence be- 
tween Perfona of good. Senfe* My CompU* 
jnents to our old Friends. Madame dé C$u^ 
langei and 1 toafte4 you yei|erday at MaintenQn^ 
* and did not forget the Chamber of the EkA. 
Continue» I befeech you, your Kindnefs to 
tAuhigni* I am, and ever Ihall be, your, &r. 

r 

LE T TER XCVIL 

r^ Madame àeSî. G * ♦ *. 

Da, i8, 1679^ 

; ^T^HE Court has been taken up with Solicita- 

tions from the Beginning'of this Month 1 

but they are at hR at an End. Madame de 

Jticbiiint has been appointed Lady of Honouf.* 

# To VUloria of Savaria^ Daaphilicfir of France. 

The 
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The two Dreflêrs are the Marihal de Râd>efêrf% 
Lidy, who eagçrly folicited for it, and — — , 
jour Friend, who did not dream of it This 
furely deferves a Compliment : I am going to 
part from Madame the Superintendant.* I ihall 
be deiivered from ali die Vexations annexed to 
tfaat wretched Condition : No more iQuarre)», 
. ho more Réconciliations ! The Princefâ is faid 
to be very affable and pious ; whîch i$ an exaâ 
Contraft to Madame de Moatefpan : She bas con« 
gratulated melii fucb à Manner as to let me ua« 
derftand, that I am obliged to her for this Poft : 
And yet* I khow it froni àlHan who cannot de- 
ceive, that lam'indebted^fotit to nonc buiGoi 
and the King. > ' ! - 

L E T T E R XCVIII. 

To tbt Ahbê Gobclin.' 

St. Germain j yafi» 7, lôïo. 
T Send you the Account of my Alms. As*for 
my Cloaths,! am going to change them» and 
get fuch as Madame de Richelieu wears* I am fo 
• indiffèrent about this Point, that nôthing cornes 
amifs to me. I bave been cloathed with Gold» 
when I fpent my Days in Plëafures \yith the 
King and his Mifirefs : Now that I am to bc 

* Madame de Montejpan bought tbis Year the Poft 
of, Soperintendant of thcQueen's Houfliold, and al- 
mft lorced the Counteia oiSotJpm to feU it tohcn- 

with 



"mih a Priiicefe, I (hall always âppear in black 
Was I iiot at Court, I fiiould drefs Itke a * Tm^ 
riere ; thefe Changes give me no Uneafihefs at 
ail : I fpend too much, becaufe I am naturalty 

- neat^ and little incltned to Avarice. In fpight of 
tpy Inclination to lead a Life lefs gay and idle, I 
fhall foon confume a Part of it at the Opera^ wher& 

' fober Reâeâioils may be made, but where, me- 
' thinkSy it is ihameful to be iêen at the Age of 
*forty, and a Chriftian too. Pray to God to in- 
^form y ou how it is I ought to ad. 

' L E T T E R XCIX- 

- ; ^0 tbe famé, 

TlyTY Days are now pretty regular and very 
folitary, I pray to God as foon as I rife : 
I go tb Mafs twice on Sundays and Holidays^ 
and once on otherDays.. = Ifay my Office daily, 
andread a Chàpter of foione pious Book. I pray 
" to God at going to Bed, and when I awake in 

• the Night I fay a LaudaU Dominum^ or z Gloria 
Patru I thittk oftên of God' in the Coiirfe of 

« the Day, and make him an OSering of my Ac- 
.•tiôns ; I beg 'bf hinûi to ronove me hence, if I 

• àm not i^orking out my Salvatton hère. F^r 
*xht;ct% I know not my Sins:! hâve good 
.^Morals and good Inclinations, and by the Help 

'". » A Maid'di^t looks after thé Tûrping-Box in^a 
J^uîméry."- * " -■ ^ •• --^ -^^ *?•• • - « 

^'- -* of 



cf thde I commit no Harm : But I harè a De- 
fire to pleafe and to bc cftecmed, which puts me 
upon my Guard againft ail my PaiSons. So^that 
I can fcarccly ever reproach myfelf with Deedg, 
but only with humane Motives, great Vanity, 
much Lcvity and Diffipation of Mind, grcât 
Freeddm of Thought and Judgment, and a 
Refêrvc in fpeaking that procccds from nothing 
but human Prudence. This is the State of nry 
SouI, as near as I can defcribe it : Prefcribe the 
. Remédies. I fee no Probability of a fpeedy Re- 
treat ; therefore I muff labour hère in the Bu/i- 
nefe of my Salvation ; Pray contribute towards 
it as much as lies In your Power ; and as it is 
the moft eilbntial of ail Services, you may dé- 
pend on the moft perfeâ Gratitude. 

LE T TER C. 

To Mr. d*Aubigné. 

Jtélyô, 1680. 
T Will fpeak for you to M. Colbert^ however 
ill fatisfied I may be with^ him : He will on 
that Accoant bç tbe readi^ tagrant my Rec{ttéft. 
You would be too riçb,f if you could leaye QfF 
gaming and live regularly. Suppofing Mi«for- 
tunes ihould throw you into this Way of think- 
îng, you would only do what ail the Wodd 
does : Vanity makes us value o^rfelye$ upo^ q^. 

: tertaining 
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tertalning a contrary Notion ; but it is immate- 
rtal by what Means we go to God. Speak nci- 
thçr well nor tli of the Favour I bave rifen to : 
Nothing borders fo near upon Favour as Diï^ 
grâce. Don't make yourfelf uneafy at any 
Thing you hear to my Préjudice. Some People 
are enraged, and ohly ftudy to hurt me. If 
tbey don't fucceed, we (hall laugh at it ; if thtj 
do, we will beaf it courageoufly. Adieu, déar 
Brother, think of our former Condition, tha^ 
we may deem ourfelves happy in the prefent. 
During théfe firft Days I muft give confiant At- 
tendance on the Dauphmeis. Be circumfpeâ 
in your Converfation concerning me: Some 
People make you talk ftrangely, and take De- 
light in repeating it to me. As to the reft, I 
am ea(y ; I inure myfelf to every thing ; we 
jnuft take the Bénéfice with the Incumbrances, 

♦LETTER Cl. 

To Madame de F * * *. 

Augufi rç, i68o. 

T OU FOIS has procured Madame de Montef' 

pan a Conférence Mr à ieii with the King* 

For fome time paft he has been rufpeâed of hav- 

* I hâve been able to recorer nothing bat Frag- 
ments of thefe Letters to Madame de F * * *. 

N. B. By the aôth Chapter of Voltaire^ Age of 
Itwûis XI V/ this Lady appears to be Mad. de Fmt- 
fwac^ Cou£n to Mad, dt Maintenen, 
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ing fttch a Defîgn ; his Steps were obferved ; 
Opportunities guarded againft \ Endeavours ufed 
to break his Meafures ; but they were fo well 
laid, that the King bas at laft fallen into the 

m _ 

Snare. They are aâually coming to ah Ec* 
dairciffimenU and Love alone is to prefide in 
Council this Day. The King is refolutc ; but 
Madame de Monte/pan is pioft lovely wben Ihe 
weeps. The Dauphinefs. is at Praycrs : Her 
Piety has put the King. on making ferious Re- 
flétions ; but ths F}e(h in one Moment is fuffi- 
dient to overthrow the Work of Grâce. That 
Princefs has o^ide it a Point of Confcience to 
labour towairds the King's Converfion : I am 
afraid fhe may grow too importunate, and make 
hiai hâte Dévotion. I befeecb her to moderato 
. her Zeal. She Tometimes adoiits me to her pi- 
ous Exercifes $ and I aflure you that no Heart Js 
more attached to God than hers. Madame de la 
FaEere is a very ftriking Example of the Power 
of Grâce : The King wil)ingly talks of her ; 
and I canoot perfuade myfelf . that Louvcis and 
Madame de Maàefpan wlU bê able to erafe thoTe 
holy Imprcffions from his Mind. 



L E T- 
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L E T T E R CIL 

To tbe famé. 

Aitguft 22^ t68o.- 
^HIS Ecclatrcijfemeni has ftrsngthencd th'e 
King's Refolutrort: I hâve trongratulated 
him on his Viâory ovcr fo formidable an Ene- 
my : He confeflès that Louvois is a more dan« 
gerous Man tben the Prince of Orange', but hè 
is neceflary.. Madame i/r Montefpan wept at 
• firft, then fell to Reproaches, and at laft talked 
'arrogantly^ She înveighed bitterly againft me, 
' according to Cuftom : Neverthelefs, fiie ha3 
promifed him to live in Harmony with me. For 
the Sake of hcr Honour fhe ought at leaft to faye 
Appearances. La Feuitlade has quarrelled wA 
Colbert^ and made bis Peace with Lotdviis. The 
Prince of MarfiUac deceives the wfaole Court. 
The Duchels du Lui» holds with the Majority. 
Madame di Rocbefart is corne into the pious In- 
tentions of the Dauphineis. Madame du Fr€fmj 
would fain perfuadà .me that the King ^eceiivts 
met Butwhat Interéft could fae'have indècëii- 
ing me ? My Friends don't allow me Timeio 
breathe : I am better pleafed with the Difcretion 
of my Relations. I expeâ you in two Days at 
Maintenons 
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LETTER cm. 

"ïo tbe fame^ . . 

Y AM devoured ^ïùt Grkf : I fiaUer'd myfetf 
that Madaine de Monte/pan would ceafe to 
perfecute me, and that I might at lafl quietly 
promote my Salvation, in attending on a Prin- 
cefs who fets to.tbe v^hole. Court an Example 
whkh is much more admired than followed. 
She has made up the Breach with the King : 
Louvois has done this. She has omitted nothing 
tb^it might ruin me ; ihe has drawn my PiôuK 
in the moft frightfui Colours* My God I thy 
WiU be done I She came to me yefterday, and 
overwhelmed me with Reproaches and injurious 
Refleâions ; The King furprized us in the midft 
of a Converfation that ended better than it be« 
gan. He ordered us to embrace and to love each 
other : But this laft Point you know is not ta 
be commanded. He added, fmiling, that it 
was eafier for him to give Peace to Europe than 
to two Women, and that we took Fire about 
Trifles. 

LETTER CIV. 

To the famé. 

T Cannot fee yoû : I fhall go to Maintemn ; the 

King wants to furprize me there ; and thât 

will poffibly be to-morrow or the next Day. 

I 
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I have not à Moments Tranquility. The Dau- 
phinefs is In Retireoient : I fhould not be hère 
xiow, if her Dévotion had not detaincd me. 
Pray to God for me : I never was fo agitated^ 
nor expofed to fo many Confiiâs. 

L E T T E R CV. 

^0 tbefami. 

Oâîob. 10, i68o. 
T Receivc every Day ^ew Favours from the 
King-, but my Health, which is daily im- 

pairing, will not allow me to enjoy them long. 
The Lofs of Tranqûility counterbalances the 
Crédit I acquire : I cannot be^r this Way of liv- 
: ing. The King is fliy of me, and fears me : 
-He heaps Benefits on me, in order to fhut my 
Mouth ; he loves Truth, and will not hear it. In 
ihor t he li ves in a Habit of mortal Si n that makes me 
tremble. I can no longer endure to fee ail thefe 
Doings. If the Scène does not change, I ivill 
withdraw : I am furc it muft ofFcnd God to live 
with thofe who do nothing but ofFend him. 
Piety contrats a certain Lukewarmnefs, with- 
out our being fenfible of it. I fhould e'er now 
hâve been out of this Place, did I not appre- 
hend that Paffion and Spleen might contribute 
more to my withdrawing than a Defire to fave 
my Soûl. I facrifîce to God ail that might fix 
me hère, and I cannot refolve to complète this 

Sacrifice. 
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Sacrifice. The Pietjr of the Dauphineft €•«- 
firms me in my good Thoughts, and deftroys ail 
my Projeâs. 

LE T TER CVL 

To the famé. 
T NEVER was more fenfible how much I de- 
ceived myfelf : I am yetvery far from the 
Freedom I afpire at. My Chains never wcre (b 
heavy, nor fo ftrong. I know not what to fay 
ta the Abbé Gobelin : I fear to lay my Heart 
open to him, becaufe I dread the rendering my- 
felf guilty .of an Qbftinacy that would be of- 
fenûve to God. J am a Patient that concealv 
the Diftemper for fear of Remédies. 

L ET TER CVII. 

To the famé. 

TjIS Speeches lyould grieve me much mor< 
fenfibly, did I not know by whom thcf 
are diâated to him. I never had fo much fplen- 
did Pleafure on the one Hand, nor fo much Sor- 
row on the other. I hâve no fettled Plan, be- 
caufe my Meafures are daily difconcerted. I 
am fo wretched, and hâve fo long been fo, that 
there is room ^o hope I.fhall not be fpoiled by 
Profperity. 

• L E T- 
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LE T TER CVIÏL 

^0 thefame. ' • 

T OBTAIN every Thing ; but Énvy* make» 
the PurChafedcan My Hejirt U racked, and 

his is in no better a Condkion» ÂC the Age 
otYoTty it is too late tô feek to pleafe ; butYir- 
tue is always in Seafon. AU the ÇomplinienCft^ 
vou pafs on my Intelloâs hâve hQ^n formerly 
.beftowjed' on ipy Face; Tbofe flattering En'» 
çomiums^iever feduced ine ; judge thcn whethet 
I ihall not be Proof againft. yours.. 

L E T T E R CIX. 

To thefamt 

-nUVIGNI îs intraaable: He bas told thé 
King that I was born a 'Cahrintfty and re» 
mained fo till my Appearance at Court. Thia 
engages me to approve of Things very oppoilte 
to my Sentiments : It is a long while fince 1 
hâve had none of my own. ' How happy (hould 
X* be, had I made a Sacrifice oF them to God î 

L ET TER ex. 

To tbefame. 

Ç^ OD only knov^rs the Tnith. ♦He affords me' 

tho faireft Hopes*; but I am too old to rely 

on them. Though Madame de Monttfpan waàt 

it is long fince I bave been» taken by that weak 

Side: 
• Viz. The King. 



Sîdte^ 'And yet ihîé is not ti Place lo-acq<âire 
Tortitude in;-— -I fend liîm ♦ away always in 
Affiiâion, but nevcr in Defpâîr. 

LETTER CXI, 

To il^-'cTAubighé; 

Stenayy Jan, i, i68r.* 
TT ERE îs M. ufe toùvoi/^ Ordar : You'U be 
fauified with my Diligence» and (hall 
ali^ays hâve reafon to be. fo in every thing that 
may lie in ray Power. My Equipage is ^oing 
to Verfaîlles^ and nobody is bet^er ftrved th^n 'L 
M. Bontems takes Care of my Apartment 3 fo 
that I (hall find it in good Order. I fend your 
Wife a fine Cufliion, which the Princcfs de 

* 

Harcùur has brought me from Spaln. I think 
of changing my Livery : It is proper. You are 
unreafonable in defirlng me to aik of the King, 
while he is loading me with Riches, Honôurs, 
and every thing that can make Lifé agreeable : 
I (hall never a(k him for any thing ; and I now 
only think of ferving him in the Perfon of my 
MMVrefe with fuch Zeal, Fidelity, and Affi- 
duity as may inanifeftmy Gratitude. . Gejtready 
my Lodging ia , Paris : Let me hâve a gijt 
Chimoey-piece» and a very large Gratei I love 

• Sec VàUidre'r A^e 6f Leivûis XIV. CBaptcr 
26tb, where this Paflàge û-cpotcd. 
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a great Pire pre{era% toaU other Coâveni* 
encies. Send in a -Looking-glafs from your 
Houfe. Thcrc is no necd of buying every thing 
new ; as Maintenen is (o well fûrnifhcd, why 
(hould I bc cxpenfivc at Paris^ where I (hall fq 
feldom be ? I wifli you a happy New- Year, and 
.a Chriftian Life and Death. 

L E T T E R CXÏL 

7(9 Madame d'Aubigné. 

y an. 3, 1681. 
Irf Y dear Child, I daily bcg of God that hc 
would Icad you into his holy Ways. Such 
Praycrs arc not commoïily made în the World : 
I make tbem in the midft of the Court, and tho- 
roughiy expérience the Truth of St. Bernard'^ 
fFordy^ God onfy can fatisfy the Htart of Man* 
Believe me, dear Child, ail thofe Pleafures^ 
which you fancy fo dcHghtful, and which you 
perhaps long for, are rothing but Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit. Love yôur Hufband, and 
you will be happy. Difpel his Melancholy by 
your . Cheerfulnefs. You know hoW much ' I 

' love yoù ; make mé lové you more. ' Doii^t 
kee^ Company with Madame ^(?Z**'*;^it 
Will do you a Préjudice in the World : Bechcitm- 
fpeâ hi your Connexions ; make no hew ones i 

. knqyr beforj^ you love. I aavyourSiftery your 

Mother, your.Friei{d. y. :.. j;.^, 

/; L E T. 
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LETTER CXIIL 

To Mr. d'Aubigné. 

T ENJOY grcat Tranquility in confequcnce 
of the Refolution I hâve taken to receive n0 
more Vifits, My Tcndernefs will fuiFer for it s 
but I found fo much Inconveniency in the Ex* 
ceptions I made, that I thought it beft to re« 
folve to put ail upon a Level. I am expofed 
to fome Difcontents about it ; but that is not fo 
bad as the ill Turns they did me before. I hear* 
tily wiih that your Capucin could convert you : 
You would bc the happier for it in this World 
and in the next. The Pregnancy of the Dauphi- 
jiefs being declared, ail the intended Journies 
are laid afide. The King had a Fall yefterday 
as he was hunting. You may wetl fuppofe that 
evcry body was àlarmed in Proportion to his 
Friendfliip. He got no Hurt at ail. You muft 
havc feeh my dear little Prince : My Fondnefi 
for him does not decreafe. I fancy no Hugo* 
mts will be left in Poitou except our Relationsr : 
Doh't repine at your Fortune : You were born 
a Gentleman and without a Farthing: Now 
you are in a delightful Place, with a yearly In- 
come ofabove fifteen thoufand Livres: Com- 
pare Notes, and yo^'ll think yourfelf happy* 

Youhaye Seafe agd. Reputa^ioi), and a.young 

fwcc' 



( 1^0 ) 
tNvxvi UM\x\KH*^ Wifc : I «a daily cmbdlifhing 
* , X, v\H.:niy Scu for jx» and your ChiUren. 

\v.s V ^<^ ^^^ y^*^' ^^ *" y^^ Youdi: 
S > : v.vi:- o i Age ir J-T and Peace -, enjoy ail 

- n . ^ v^ tXLic of ftobitjr, and prépare for 
•;> - jïv ^-,^Jt st5 70U can. Don't givc 
t. > v^ ^ Md^choly ; and remember that 

^ ^..- .r TTOur own Breaft the Enemj of 
^ '>8i^çiLJity and Happinefs. Tell your 

- . .», .icèener fhe writes to me, the more ï 

«.< Ter, provided fhe does not înfift upon 

«.-.Ui Correfpondence from me. . I am vcry 

^ ^ 4ci more flothful to write than ever I 

^.^ But my Indolence muft not deprive me of 

. ^ Wife's Letters ; befides, 'twill form her 

>ôie i for the more we write, the better we 

^îte. 

L ET TER CXIV. 

ro Madame de Si. G * * ♦. 

. Ver/ailles^ Augujl 24^ i68x. 

^y^HE King thinks ferioufly of his Salvation, 

and'of tbat of his Subjcâs : If God pre- 

ferves htm, thsre wiU be ' btit one Religion in 

the Kingdom ; 'tis the Opinion of M. de Lqu^ 

and I would rather bel^eve htm on this 

than Coïbert^ Who thinks of his Schemes 

4vér of Reiigioa. ORlelinle^GirlhasHvrept 

2 much : 



•*** 
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tmch i Ont cannot concetve iÂalt Ghimeha 
Chofe People put into Childrens Heads $ but 
ihe was fo taken with tfae King^ Mafs, that (ht 
tnt>nftî(êd me to bccome CathoHc» Apoftolic^ 
ând Roittan, pToViûtdlwotidptomik loltthet 
hear tt^tvtty Day. Tfais SsnpHcity occafiûned 
ttiuch lat/ghing ; "bût I caiinot hdjp lataienting 
ttiat tfiè other Convbriiotis wUl not fo eafily be 
inade^ M. de la ViBém bas tefifted that Elo- 
quence of Kf . Boffua \(rhich no one elfe cfvcr 
tould. God grant that itrhen he returhs he may 
prove more traâàble ! Mediinks nothihgîsilrant- 
iflg to ftiy Peficify but the Converfion 61 my 
Family. M. de Rjtvigni will haVe ît that I am 
ftill a Calvinifi in my Heart : He is as intoxi- 
cated with his Religion alK an Eccléfiaftic. 

LE T TER CXV. 

To Mr. d'Aubigné. 

'S/. Germain-y Tel, l'ô, ifUt. 
Y HAVE.tecèîVed yourmdancholy Létter, biït 
am too wdl aequailited with the V^apoùrs to 
bc frîghted at \ti Thëir ufual EfFeft is to make 
onc fancy Dcath juft at Hahd : But that EfFed 
is correftèd by their keepîng it a long while m 
View : This is what M. Fogon has often told 
me, I (houldj however, be fcrupulous about 
cndcaVouting to drive fuch Thoughts cntircly 

G out 
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out of your Head: It is good to prépare for 
Death, efpecially. when we hâve long Ac- 
çounts to make up : 'Tis with this we ought to 
be occupied) and not about what will happen 
after we are dead* I will fend you eur Gène- 
alogy, as foon as I get it in order* I fhould be 
gjlad to know who M. de CardiUac was ; that 
is the darkeft Thing I find in it I beg you'd divert 
yourfelfy never be alone, eat fparingly and of- 
ten, take the Air on Horfeback, not dreaming 
in a Chair, as I fancy I juft now behold you« 
Adieu ; you tell me nothing about your Wife» 
you will never be happy nor well with God^ 
if you don't live well with one another. 

L E T T E R CXVL 

31? the famé* 

\jO\i know I meddle too little with Affairs, 
to think of getting Madam de ♦ * ♦ a 

Place about the Dauphinefs. I will implicitely 
believe Madame de Mioffens in every Tbing^ 
except in Matters of Religion ; for I know that 
mher Religion they never forgive thofe that for- 
fake it. Madame de St. Hermine is fetting out 
with her Sifters : They bave ail made a fine Rc- 
fiftance, and a fine.Retreat. Every body is gone 
to the Bail, and I am alone in my Chamber» 
my gre^eft Delight. They ought furely to bear 

with 
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with me: My quiet, folitary Life îs âgrceable 
Urmy Humour. You hâve wrotc me a Letter 
full of Thanks» but I defire none : Ail I wi(h 
is, to fee you content, and making a good Ufe 
of the'Bleffings you receive : They are not in* 
exiiauftible ; ail may end, you know how. I 
i¥iU fend you a Seal ; but I highly difapprove 
of your affeâing to hâve the Arms of your 
Grandmother's Mother ; for 'tis from thencc 
the St. Hermines are defcended. I could not be- 
hold without Pleafure a Genealogy of four hun- 
dred Years, fuUy proved by Marriage Contrafts : 
'Tis learnîng vcry late what we are ; but that 
hevcr îs an indiffèrent Matter : M. d*Jlbret told 
me fomething of ît twelve Years ago. 

LETTER CXVIL 

To the Abbé Gobelîn. 

5/. GermaiHy Junelo^ i682« 

'TpHE Pleafure of feeing the moft amiable and 
moft Chriftian King at Mafs, cannot fail 

you when you corne hither, no more thati that 
of viewing the Simplicity of my Chamber; 
would to God there was as much Simplicity in 
my Heart, and that, befides what I do not fee 
in it, I did not difcover Recefles that may cor- 
ru pt what Good there is in me. I am charmed 
to fee ail the World praife what the King dq^s - 
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1 «arneftty wifli ib^t ht wouM afcf ]be the GSolf 
îQf it to God. You mil foon hear of a ntm 
* Ëftablifiimeot very \AM IQ ihe poor NcM^lêb 
A t FImnung bas g^ von thf^ Mode! «fa Maicbint 
for Jl^rZ^ whicll vfitf bc^t^eof die. Woiideis of 
the Worl4» r^rs^y ^ jQo4 for iitto» - . 

LETTÈR CXVIII. 

îl? /i^^ famé. 

TP the Qucen ïiad fuch a Direflor as you, one 
might bope for ail tbe Good imaginable from 
the Union and Harmony in the Royal Family : 
But they find it cxceedîngly hard, in the Artir 
cle of tifi X Media noche^ to perfuade her Con- 
feflbr, who conduits her in a Road .fitter fpr a 
Carmélite than for a Queen. I know that fome 
hâve cavtUed at the, laft Bene£t you received 
from the King : But what concerns me, is, that 
you are at ail movcd at their RcÔeâions, which 
I think are very ill grounded. Don'fbe alarm'd 
about my Health ^a little Matter fcrves to màke 
R Noife ; Tm upon a Théâtre. I hâve, had 
,the Vapours,, and what ,1 hâve lately fuffered 
has a little diforder'd vqy Health. Get.a New 
Tejiament^ jtn, ImitatiQn ûf Chrift^ An IntroduC" 
tion to a Devout Life^ and your Book on the 

• The Academy of Cadets for Sea and l and Ser- 
vice, f9unded the 22a. ç>f June, 
\ T>e Filial Vin Aiû&. oî Lie^e. 
% Sçe Pag. 47. ' • • , - - ' > 

Mafs^. 
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Maf%^ boDnd far me. I recomtncnd lîiyfèlf Xxk 
yoiir Prayefs, and greatly long to attend my 
Salv2^on ; but PHde and Indolence give me a 
(ksal of Trouble : Write me Word how I am 
to wreftle wid) fuch Enemies. Adieu ; no Un« 
«afine& about my Heallh. 1 am well enough ; 
and comented» nay to» much fd for my Salva-* 
tion-; I have^great Nfeed of Strength to makc a 
good Ufe of my Prorperity* 

L ET TER CXIX. 

7<? A&^fene de St. G * * ♦. 

Auguft 7, i682v 
Tyf^E ase excremely joyftil herc, The Kîng 
bas very politely complimented the Daa- 
phinefs ; he beld the little * Prince a Moment 
ift bis Acms ; bas congratulated the Dauphin as 
a Friend j the Queen had the firft Inteliigence 
•f it from bis. own Mouth : In ihortj be is a 
moft adorable Man. Madame de Monte/pan 
grows lean upon our Joy : She pincs with Jea* 
loufy j every thing difpleafes her, every thing 
is troublefome to her : She fays that the LyingS- 
in of others are as fetal to her as her oWn : She 
gives fulL Vent to her PafHon againft Father 
la Chaife^ who does nothtng but bis Diity, but 
does it now better than even We live as to 
Appearances in Friend(hipé Some fay I wifh to 

G 3 ftep 

• The Dake qf Burgundjy horn the 6tb of Auguj 
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flep înio her Place, not knowing my Averfion 
to fuch Things, nor thc Averfion I inftil into 
the King : Others imagine I confpire with her. 
Some think I am for bringing her back to God : 
I earneftly wifli it, but hâve little Reafon to 
hope/or it. There is a Heart better formed, 
made for Heaven, on which I ground greater 
Hopes. / dieu; meittion nothing of ail this: 
Ënoughûf it is guefledat. 

LE T TER CXX. 

To Mr, d'Aubîgné. 

Oâfobcr 6, 1682. 
'"pOUôwthe Advice I havè given you. I hâve 
had the Vapours fo often, that I am bccomc 
a very good Judge in thofe Cafés. I am afraid 
%ï your Inclination to Solitude, than which no- 
.thing can be v^rorfe for your Diftemper : Dif- 
agreeable Company is better than' none* Thc 
King has been received at Maintenon by Ninon 
and Frances^ who behaved extremely well on 
that Occafion : I was gone from thence two 
Hours before he arrived, Hc callâ it a very 
pretty Seat. I hâve fet up a Manufaflory theré, 
which affords me great Amufement, and hâve 
brought thither fome Normans and Flemmings^ 
to make both coarfe and fine Linen* I am ever 
opprefièd with thefe Vapours, and fpend the Dâys 
in weepiing, ftiiling my Grief^ and thinkixig 

oiyfdf 
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myfelf the raoft unfortunate Pcrfon lîvîng. It 
is true the Queen has honoured me with a Pre- 
fent of her Piâure ; but 'tîs better not to talk of 
thefeThings: Favour, in my Opinion, may be 
held as unbecoming as Modefty. Don't be un- 
cafy at my fending you no Particulars : You'll 
hear Chat enough about me ; the greateft Princes 
on Earth are talked of : I wifh you would be, 
on this Head, as much unconcerned as I am. 
Adieu, dear Brother, think of your Salvation s 
there is nothing good in comparifon with this. 

LETTER CXXI. 

To Madame de St. G * * *. 

Maintenons Nov, i, 1682. 
'TpHE Royal Family live in quite an edifying 
Unity. The King converfes whole Hours 
with the Queen. The Gift (he has made me of 
her Piâure is the moft agreeable Incident that 
has happened to me fince my being at Court : 
'Tis, in my Way of thinking, a fuperlative 
Diftinâion. Madame de Monte/pan never had any 
thing like it. I fhall fpend a Fortnight longer 
hère : This Solitude is a Relaxation from the Fa- 
tigues of the great World : I receiVe no Vifits 
hcre, but am conftantly among my Workmen 5 
this is my Empire. . I am torn.to- Pièces on ail 
Hands : Time will clear up every Thing. I beg 
that you would not vindicate me, it only ferves 
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to (bur mj Eneoûes. Madame dg Afiramws it 
indifcretdy zealoua : Friends are better ferved by 
Calmneis. I lead a Life chequered with In* 
fîrmities and Sorrows, They think me in the 
beft Poft in the World, and I find no greater 
Pleafure than in withdrawing from it, and living 
in Solitude. Délire éPAuhigni not to give Way 
to his Indolence : With three hundred thoufand 
Livres a Year he would not be at ail happier ; 
His Unhappinefs is in his Ëlood. 

LETTER CXXII. 

î*^^ Kîng to Madame de Maintenon* 

VrES, Madam, I hâve loved Pontanges even 
** more than God himfelf. \ aclcnowledge 
<ny Error : I thank you for your wife Counfels \ 
I haye three times read them over. I^ouvois will 
tell you my l^efolutions ; confide enjirely in 
him. AiTure the Qyeen, that from hcnoeforth 
I will mind Bufinefs more ihan my Pleafurea» 
Adieu» my dear Madame de MainUmn» 

i,.e;tter. çxxiil 

^be King to Madame, de Maincenon» 

1^ OD puniflies me, Madam ; I fubmtt to hb^ 

Will : I hâve too ô£(en given that good 

*So\il great Caufe of Difcohtent. Don't be ab- 

fent) my dear Madaoae dç Jk(airtten^n ; l havQ 

• TheQueçn^ 



iteed' of yoiir Ginfblattons : Ton nttff witM^atr 
wheiie?er you are tired oftellingBie thd Truth* 

LETTER CXXIV. 

T0 the King. 
SIRE, 
'TPHE Qjjeen is not to be lamented ; Ihe Kvcd* 
and died like a Saint ; and 'tis the greateft* 
€iMnforc to hâve fuch an Afluranceof her Salvation* 
You hâve now. Sire, a Friend in Heaven» who 
wiil beg of God to forgive your Sins, and pour 
down.upon you the Bleilîngs of the Righteou». 
iet your Mftjefty dérive Comfort from thefe Sen^ 
timents^ The Dauphinefe's Health is on thcL 
nend. Be, Sire, ae good a Chriilian a» you aift 
aigreat King^ 

LETTER GXXV. 

^0 Mr. d'Aubigné. 

Fontainebleau^ Auguft 7, i68jrf 
'T^HE général. Affliâion, atiiâ tny owji in par- 
ticular, fhall not hinder me from anfwcr- 
ing your Letter,: as you ftand fo much in needi 
©P k. *Ti»owingto your Vapours that Ob*. 
jeâ^appear to you with fo gloomy an Âfpeâ*. 
The Misfortune oi not havingChildren genc- 
IttHy fits ll^ht on eWy bddy ; and' you HaVe,, 
ftUflUc; tOO BtUcf^ gÔïTd Sèflft ttf carèWbethct 

G; ss 79"» 
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•your Namebe cxtînfl: or not Wereyou to 
corne bither, I {hould not fee you; and the 
Reafon that forbids it is fo proper and fo honour- 
able, that you oughtindeed to be pleafed at it» 
It is better to carry on this Correfpondence by 
Letters, than to be on the Spot without feeing 
<me. If the King has not done you juilice» and! 
if yoiu: Enemies hâve wrong'd you, 'tis too 
common a Misfortune. You are old ; you havé 
no Children ; you are infirm : What is it you 
fiand in need of, more than Reft, Freedom^ 
auid Piety ? AU thefe Bleffings are in our own 
Hands. You hâve upwards of thirty thouiand 
Livres a Yeàrs^ you fhall hâve more (hortly, if 
J continue in this World; when Tm gone» 
you'll hâve MainUnârt.^^Yo\i hâve great room 
to think I am grieved at the Queen's Death ^ 
no body. bas more R^fons to be fo, and I feel 
them very fcnfibly : The King's Grief too docs 
not a little ehcreafe mine* 

LETTER CXXVL 

To the famé. 

FontaitiebJiûu^ Sept. J 9 1682» i 

vrOU hâve heard, no doubt, that in the midft 

of our Affliâion for. the Lofs of thç Queen> 

we haye been alarmed about the King, and 

thouçht hi$ Ârm hi^ beçn brokc s but it proyed 

/t« 
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to be only diflocated, and thank God is now 
Wèll. This Accident has ihewn that he bas as 
much Fortitude underPain, as in his other Ac- 
tions 5 thcre's little Différence bêtween his Un- 
concern and that of the Philofopher, Vrho faid^ 
Did I net tell you that you wouli break tny Leg f 
You'U guefs from my good Spirits that the King 
is in Health. M. Colbert is dead : M. Pelle- 
tier fucceeds him. Pray live elegantly, and 
(pend the eighteen thoufand Livres arifing from 
the Affair wc hâve becn fuccefsful in ; when 
that is gone fomething elfe of that Sort may 
offer : It is In the Budnefs of our Salvation only 
that we muft curb our Paffions and Appetites. 
I love you more than your Children ; they fhall 
hâve my Fortune. The longer I live the more 
clearly I fee the Folly of toilîng and projeftîng 
for Futurity. Such Projets are almoft al^ays 
defeated by divine Providence ; for as they are 
feldom form'd with good Intentions, God with- 
holds his Bleillng from them. I am growîng, 
I find, a good Sort of an old Woman. Spend 
your Income, and let your Wife partake of it. 
God will make Provifion for ail Neceflàries, if 
you fcrve him. Prépare for Death without be- 
ing melancholy at the Thoughts of it, 

L E TV 



LETTER CXXVIL 

ro, Madame à^ St. G * * *.> 

Fontmneblêau^ Sepf* LO» 
'T^HE King ia in good Hiealth» an^ feels no* 
tbifig more than a Ikde flight Pain. Tfac 
Df ath of Cçlteft bas- grieved him. much,. and 
jnany bave rejoiced at this,A^ffiiâton. The^per-^ 
iHctous Ddlgns attiûluited to, tbat MinUbr are: 
îdle Taies yxht King bas very.cQrdially forgiven 
kim. for refolving to die witbout readrng bis- 
Lettçr. Sesgmlay ba3 begg'd, bis Poib, and ob^ 
lained.none ôf tbem: He bas Parts» but liulç 
Conduâ; ;. hb Pleaftires alway^tak,e Place of bis 
DutH^s. He bas (b bighiy. e;xagg^rated tbe Ta^ 
lents and the Services of bis f atber^ as to.con*» 
vince tbe World bow unworthy and incapable 
he is to fucceed hinK Our Friend b^ beea 
talked of for tbe Place of Superintendai^t of thç 
Royal Edifices^ for about tbe Spad^of two Mii^ 
nutes : Lêuvois bas got it witbout aiking. for iu 
I bave great Hopes of M*^ PeUetiery and witb a 
fecret Pleafure perceive tbat the Court is fatisfîed 
Witb tbis Cboice t Tbe King bas an Efleem for 
liiip. Madame df Rochefort faves Appearance» 
at leaft : Tbey afcribed her Converfion to me ^ 
but I cannot endure any body's Hypocrify fhould 
be attributed to me r Tbe Daupbinefs don*t at 
ali Jike )^* We are quite tranquil hère : Ma- 
dame 
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éamt ék A&rHefpan has £aBen into. tbe dèepvft 
Dévotion : It ia indeed high. Time for her t<x 
cdify us. I think no more of r-etiring; Thç 
Kîng has made me promtfe not to Icare hîm». 

LETTER CXXVIIL / 

^0 Mr. d'Aubigné^ 

Sept, aS^. 

T HAVE fhewn the Kmg wbaC you wrote t^ 
me concerning his Accident : This. Day hc 
leaves ofF the ScariF», and is» thank God^ in^ 
perfbâ Health. IhaveencloTed the An(Wer of 
M» PelUtier^ who Fclurn& yout hetter^ becavfe 
you Aile him Monfeigneur^ an Uonour he- will 
Bot accept oî» fie cbearful^ but innocenta 
Think of the nex^ Life ;. let: us prépare for tho: 
tfajiàge.thithe» wkh as much Confidence as pofi- 
fible.. Do-good'Wor^; but; rejnember ther«^ 
are Dutî«s to be difcharged firft, and that youir's 
is to cherifli and Io?e the Wife whom God hat 
g^iven you. R^ad St. PauPs Ëptftles '^ he wiU. 
t^U yott that the Strong mu^ b«»f, vnth tbt 
Wcak^ and that you andyour Wife an: bMtonOi. 
I . believe th^ the Queen hs^ beggfd of Gq4' 
iheConvcrâon of the whole Couit : The Ktng'^ 
Cbnv«rfion is worthy of Admiration^ and.tb^ 
£adie« that feem^^ moft av«r& to k- are noim 
€onftan tly at; GhurcH. No female Dev<itees. anr 
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fan: The coinmcm Sundajrs are now kept with as 
much Dévotion as Eajler was formerly. 

LETTER CXXIX. 

To ibefame. 

OSf. 6, 1683. 

V/T AKE it a Penancc and a Praâice of Vir- 
' tue to bear with the Humours of your 
Wife : Itis God tbat has joined you. Forthereft» 
think of nothing but being chearful, and fâving 
your Soûl : Thefe two things are far from being 
incompatible. I am not furprized that you hâve 
already fpent the eighteen thoufand Livres you 
(hould hâve received at the End of this Year ; bût 
I wonder you could think the Farmers-General 
ought to pay you beforehand : 'Tis what the 
King will never order them to do : AU that is 
in my Power, is to defire -M. Brunef^ as my 
particular Friend, to oblige you. I anxioufly 
wait for the News of your Wife's Delîvery : I 
am indiffèrent about the Sex, and hâve fome 
Reafons for it. lam much concerned at the 
War : The King is to fet out for the Army the 
lOth ofJpril : That is yet indeed at aDiftance ; 
but nty Friendfliip for him makes it prefent to 
me. Adieu ; be perfuaded, that whether fick 
or well, négligent or careful, in Favour or Dif- 
grace, I am ever the famé to you. Comfort 
jTQUffelf fer the Delay of your Wife'sLyiAg- 
' *« iiit 
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in. naoes are at leaft ten Months in the 
Womb. . 

LETTER CXXX. 

To Madame ^ài St. G * • • 

Nov. 13, i68j, 
tTITHAT think you of Marflial é^Humeres? 
^^ The King is charmcd with his Conduél j 
and the Surrender of Dixmude crowns his Joy : 
Wc rcckoned hère upon a vigorous Defence. 
Madame de Monte/pan appears unconcem'd at 
ail thefe Accounts, and is folely intent upon 
hcr Salvation : We never hâve any private In- 
terviews, and that is beft for us both. I know 
flie bas told the King that I had taken it into my 
Head to govern her, and I likewife know that 
ihe bas h^d no Reâfoft to be (ktisfied with the 
King'a Anfwer : Of ail his Court he is the 
Man that has the moft Senfe, and is leaft liable 
to bc caught in fuch Snares. We could never 
hâve dared to hope that ail thofe Converfions 
would provc fo eafy : ♦ Peliffon does Wonders. 
M. Bojfuêt is more learned, but the other more 
perfua&ve. Pray, tell my Sifter-in-law, diat 
flie will add ten Ycars to my Life, if fhe checks 
her Petulancy a Uttle 9 tell her, if ihe loves me» 

• By what Means he wrought upon the Protef- 
tànts of France may be fççn in V9ltam\ Age of 
Zfw XIV. Chap. 3a» 
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fte win bear more pMemly hér Mbfband^ 

paiEonate Flights : Tell her alfo, that if flic 
loves the Fruit pf her Womb,. (bc.wîll be afraîd 
of making ît of' an uneven anrf hafty Tcmpcr. 
Set befere her the Example of tlle- Dauphîneis, 
Vfhofo Tr^nquility and Précautions la her Preg- 
mancy- are wonderfuL r 

LETTER CXXXn 

7> tbûfame^é, 

Dic. 2,0, liôS.^^ 

A Dauphin, aDukeof jBurjixp^^/a DukcfoC 
"^ Ai^m ! this qertainly ts. greaf^ Çomfort. 
The Kingha&giyen a Loofe toall tbe TendcTr- 
aeTsof thç Father.. Reiigioa does âptextînguiflL 
Ifa^. Afieâipns ;. it^ refiii^ upofi» xh&of^ Tfari 
Dauphiiiefs ha&. had. A^riAty. .e|iigf.r,]i$ibo^it 91^ 
kiisloc^edtupo9here.as^a:h^pp]|PjPeiÀge« TW^ 
Mbrnîng. the King^did nae ^e ffonoii^r, 1^9 a^Sfr 
Ht. ray Toîlet ; you^ fee I grow/ youBg: aggi|t< 
T^Y little Prînce, ina^v^ bbligîng^d^uiilQI^ 
}m juft told) me. fo. The ^bé^ dt^Ftpém. i» 
flVich eftemçd heme ; aiid y^ mei^ bpdf'dM^ 
Bot do him J^ftice : Thdy anr4h)i of Jnati;: aad 
he-wants tobeloued^ a»:he bas ail tbeQoalîcia» 
«equifite to gain Âfi^âk>n« Sàpiêkif^h^maa^ 
fi^lable; Ambition prey s upon bis. Spirits : Xbe 
King is happy ih haying Ii^pifiersi' r^y, U^ 
" ^ifice themièlves out of SfÂi;htLfi»i^hiàf3èf mint 
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LuÊvns bc^ns at laft to grow troubldbme îm 

him, and is not fenûble of it. Every one tfainks 

<»f bis own Buiinefs, and I mind mj fpiritual 

G>ncerns. I am very well pleaTed with Fatfaer 

h Chaife: He infpires the King with great 

Things. In a little Time ail bis Subjeâs wiU 

ferve God in Spirit and in Truth. I bave 

formed a Defign to educate, along witb little 

Vittittey fome young Ladies of Hugomt ParentSi ; 

It will be a ^ood Work. Lct çie hare yoiir 

Opinion of it. Tbe King bas çonferxed. a Ber 

nefice oiji the Abbé Gobeliru 

LETTER CXXXII. 

Tq Mr. d*Aubîgné. 

T Congratulate you on tbe fafe Delivcry 9f ipy 
Sifter, and aiready feel a Tendernefs for 
my Nièce. ?ray, let; hcr not be an only one^ 
that I majr bave hcr with me when fome othcr 
Child (hall amufe you. I am told you go to 
fee her feveral Times in a Day ; which looks 
well : But let her fleep : Take care of her Eyes 
and take care of Accidents. For my own Part, 
I had rather fee her dead than deformed — I am 
not devout) my dear Brother» but bave an In- 
clination to be fo : And am perfuaded it is the 
Sourc&of allGood. I am indeed but too much 

$41^94 ofjt (om^ppies well:^ fop^io^s Ul : I hâve 

always 
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al ways heard it iald, that Women ought to wi£b 
to be forgotten. You are at full Liberty in 
regard to what you writcto me about : It would 
be very unjuft in me to makb Ufe of my Crédit 
to tyrannize over an elder Brother, to whom 
I naturally owe Refpeâ. Be a good Hufband, 
a good Father, and a goodMafter; but firfl: of 
ail be a good Chriftian, and of Courfe you'Il 
be ail the reft. I tell you, by Way of Con- 
fidence, that I take in young Ladies at Noizy^ 
' \vhofe Board the King pays for : Judge of my 
Satisfaâion when I am returning along the 
Avenue followed by 124 of them, the Number 
at prefent there : I employ my Time in furnifli- 
înff them with every thing they want. I can 
but feldom go to MainUnon ; M. de Louvois ar- 
rived from thence yefterdày ; he takes fuch Care 
of it as turns to very good Account ; he bas re- 
built the Caftie of the Park ; and I loôk'after my 
young Ladies. We grow old j let us think of 
dying ; and can that be grlevous to a Chriilîan ? 

LETTER CXXXIIL 

^0 ihe King. 
SIRE, 
A Single Days Abfence of your Majefly is an 
Age to me. I am perfuaded of your Sen- 
timents ; but cannot live quietly at a Diftance 

from you. I place ail my Happinefs» ^ ^^^ 

Pleafures 
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Fleafures of Life, in feeing your Majcfty : 

And (hall leave you then to judge of my Uneafi- 

neis. Âfter fo many Benefits and fo many Ho* 

nours I hâve received from you, I am as yet 

ignorant wbat my Lot is to be : But I tremble, 

and amextremely agitated in writing this Billet 

to your Majefty ; God grant it may not be a 

Forefight of what I dreàd moft in this World ! 

Oeath would be a thouiand Times more wel- 

come to me. You bave promifed me, Sire, a 

fincere and lafting Converiion to God; I rely 

entircly on your Word : I am encouraged there- 

by ; I blâme my Sufpicions, my Credulity : But 

i f II ■ the reji is wanting. 

LETTER CXXXIV. 

ro Madam de St. G * * * 

Maintenons y une 4, 1684* 
T Am waiting hère for News of the King with 
great Impatience. I very well know therc 
is nothing to fear for his Life, his Health, nor 
bis Glory ; butftill I fear, and Reafon does not 
cure me ôf this FoUy. He covers the Siège of 
Luxembourg ; and bas condefcended to fliare the 
Honour of this Conqueft with Créqui. I long for 
nothing fo much as Peace: No Counfels of mine 
ihall ever be prejudicial to the King's Glory, but 
if they'U take my Advice, Men would be left 
ambitiousj lefs dazzled with the Eclat of Vic^ 

tories^ 
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lorii^ Uil wmild dûok Bvs feriOM ^y «f tjgir 

lU dote : I iiiiv pngr cd Gaà tkat M wa«M 

lk« Kaawiedge e* die Tratii, ■■i' gnc kta 
|tiSc Sti»»— w I kwe die Sniç j^ ■ tfe» 
F m I Ji*c HT Bmt&r : I «ifc as 




«■. « «vy agncaUe OccHpsKios j Z «fl dfc 
«K. Sf Km contubaie ta tfae gmt Woik of 
«KVtnîng our lépnaced Brrtimn : Thcft poor 
vîîiJs will be infiiiitcly obliged to lac for it, both 
in Aa World anà in the nezt : Some of ibon 
Mc very lovely, and thefé not alwKys thc band- 
feneft. ^ A0/r« faos umed 1117 Garden int» 
« dnnning Spot. TheDju{Ame6tooka Wa|c 
in it yeftcRJay, and wm infinitdy ddightrd. I 
boped to hâve died thcre, but QM not cven hare 
Ae neafuw trf Jiring in it. 

L E T T E R CXXXV. 

Te tbefame. 

**!]£ King hn at lift take» Mearures fof> a 
Peacc : Hi( Miniilcrs at Satijban are order- 
• fign a Trace «tf twenty Yeu» ii and: be is 



tD keep ail tfaat he has taken fince the Peace of 
Nimegian : Thîs Trcaty îs, in my Oï)inion, 

advantageouSt ^bdA the King is well fatisfied 
with ic. He intends to fet about a total Conver- 
fion of the Hetettcs : He has fiscquént Coafo» 
rences on this Subjeâ with M. le TelHer and 
CbaUauneuf^ where I am net one too manyw 
ChaUauneuf has propofed in)prof)er Methods: 
Matters ought not to be managed haftUy : We 
ihould convert, not .perfecute. Louvais is for 
Lcnity, though it agrées not with hfs choleri^ 
impetuous Teinper. The King -is ready to da 
every thing that may beft promote the Caufe of 
Religion. This Undertaking will rendejr him glo» 
rious in the Sight of God und Man^ as it wtU 
bring ail his Subjeâs into the Pale of the 
Churcb, and prove the Deftruâion of Herefy^ 
which ail his PredecefTors could not conquer. I 
hâve n't been able to pj: eferve the FrienfKhip of 
Madame de la Fayette $ ibe fet too high a Pric€ 
on the Continuance of it : However I bave 
fliewn b€T that I was as finccrc and a»obftina<« 
asherfelf. 'Tis the Duke that has fet us at Va> 
riancc: Wc havc foimerly quariellcd about 
Trifles. 
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LE T TER CXXXVI. 

Tû Mr. d'Aubigné. 

^ime 9, 1685. 

T LEAD the Life 70U liear of : I go fonietimes 
to Noixjy fomedmes to St. Cyr^ where the 
Wor): advances incredibly: M7 Apairtment 
win foon be ready ; the * Rcfeâory is finifhed. 
M. de MaràBj yexes me exceedingly, and ônlj 
becaufe he'U not (pcak a-la-mode ; he befets my 
Door, and theyTl do nothing for hîm. The 
Kîng goes a Hunting as often as he canj but 
you know hîs Pleafures are never foUowed till 
Bufinefs is over. The Dauphin alfo takes this 
Divcrfiorf. The Stag will oneofthefe Day$ 
lead hîm to Mainîenon. M, de Louvoîs return- 
ed from thcnce yefterday, charmed wîth hîs 
Aqueduft : Vauban fays it will coft lefs than 
was imagîncd, fcut that for two Months he had 
conceived it impraticable. - Things will take a 
Turn for the Bcnefit of our Heirs : Upon my 
Word yt>u fhouM hâve one more. The Sub- 
jcft of Maintemn has brought me irito a Dî- 
grciSoil ; but let us retum to the Royal Fa- 
mily. The Dauphinefs is grieved for the Death 
of hcr Brothcr, and the Eleâorate being gonc 
from his Houfe. MademoiJelU often fées me 

» The Dining-room of a Monaftcry, 

when 



( 143 J 
Vfhcn fhe is hère, but her Stay in this Place is 
Ihorter than formerly. The Prince of Condc 
and * Monfieur Le Duc are in high Spirîts at 
the Marriage of the Duke of Bourbon with 
Mademoifelle f de Nantes, to whîchthe King 
adds evcry thing, either urefîil or agreeable, they 
can wifh for* Madame de Monte^an often fee$ 
me, and is to take me along with her to Clagny : 
Jenry is afraid I am not fafe tfaere* The King 
fometîmes takes a Walk in private with the 
Pri^Krefs of Conti and me. That Princefi in« 
clines intirely to Good. The Doge of Genoa 
beholds the King and the Nation with Amaze- 
ment : I hâve feen him no where but from my 
Window ; but he has pafTed by it fo often, that 
one might hâve imagined there was an Under«- 
ftanding between us. M. de Riquelaure made 
no brilliant Figure at the laft t^^^^ufal : Doyotr 
know that M. de Murci was very near winning 
the Prize, and that the King faid he was one of 
the moft expert \ which is more than I knew 
before. 

L ET TER CXXXVIL 

From the King to Madame de Main tenon. 
TT'S too hot to Day for huntingj I fhall not 
ftir out therefore till Evening, to takè a Walk 

♦ Grandfon of the great Conde, 

\ Natoral Daughter of Lenuis XIV. by Madame 

de Monte/pan, 

X See Foltairi% LewhXlV. v. ad. p. 26. 

with 
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with yen» if you hâve a Afind. Doii't cooie tf 
k be inconvénient to you. 

LETt'ER CXXXVm. 

ra Mr. d' Aûbigné. 

Ai^i^ ï68jf. 

IAM %try foinry to lien' jùix colAj|>Iâiïi of le 
Perfon wîtb whom yoa «iv lb ipondl yooT 
Days, and wbom God hM gtveh ycMh ; ^Tis a 
continuai Oppcxtumty of atqiHrkig Merit In hii 
IK^ty and much more eifentitti thaoi givlAg 
jdl we hâve to the Poor. It is tine) tbé King 
eften giveâ Entertainments, and thàt I am {Mies- 
/fent at them as fddom as I can. I cannot fk np 
Ikte without being difordered ; nor will I give 
Madehîoifelle ie Poitiers room to fay of me, aa 
fte dtd of Madehioifene d'HuScour, ttat I bavê 
a fine Fejiivd Face. Marli is much firequehted : 
I retnrned from thence yefterday, jnft as the 
Diversions wéfe beginning, prefdring nfy Re*- 
pofe to Pleafures. I hâve placed at NatTy tfiè 
Relation you fent me : Is it poffible for you to 
think ber pi^ètty ? This makes me tremble for 
my Neice : I care not whether (he is very beau- 
tiful ; but I muft own I would not wi(h htt 
ugly. The King is to go to Cbambord: He 
will lie at Chartres^ and I alfo : We fhall ftop 
there ail the next Day, to perform our Devo* 
tions, and that the King may view a few more 

1 of 
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#f che Works. Tbey are flating Si. Cyr^ and 
laytng the Fioor of my Apartments. TheKing 
will afterwards proceed to Cbambûrd. 

L E T T E R CXXXIX. 

To the fatne. 

ChamiorJf Oéiober !• 
/^HJMBORDis a charming Place: To- 
morrow wc leave it, and with great Rc- 
fuéïance, both in the Courtiers and myfelf. Go 
and fee VtrfaiVeSy tho' you will find it in great 
Diforder : You hâve too much Tâfte not to ad- 
mire it, and know the World too well, not 
to fend me an Account of what pleafes you 
moft. Dépend upon it, my dear Brothcr, 
that Divine Providence, which direâs even the 
minutefl: of our Aâions, has not brought you 
to Paris merely to fee the Opéra. Look out 
Ihere for fome virtuous Man that may conduâ; 
you to God-j vifît the Abbé Gohelîn and Father 
Bûurdaloue : There are but few Men of found 
Knowledge to be found. Madame de St. Hilaire 
has made a fine £nd : I fhall take her youngefl: 
Dâughtcr : The eldeft is not young cnough ; I 
hmt firmly reÇalved p^ receivenone of her Age: 
I {hall by this Means giye Diiguft to many| 
but it is better to do fo, than flop in fo glorious 
^ Project» The King is fatisfied with your Con- 

H ^ duai 
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4uâ ; but that is not «nough s God moft be & 
teo ; aad he.is no barder to pleaf&than Man« 

LE T TER CXL. 

^a tbe Abb£ GohtMïu 

- ^ Sept. 25, 1685. 

T Beforc entreatcd ycu to go to Noizy^ and n«w 
repeat it« Madanie de Brimn^ thb' a Woman 
of good Senfe, ftands in need of Advice. Pray, 
let me know whether there is an akfolute Ne- 
ceffity for going through a * Noviciate^ pre- 
vious to the beingadmltted Into thisCommunitys 
as a (][uite newone is to be formed ; I well know 
that hereafter tbe Giris muft be a Year or two 
upon Trial, ifjudged proper: But as there is 
yet no Incorporation, ought they to perform 
their Noviciate ? And can they enter upon it 
before the Houfe is eftablifhed ? You hâve made 
me a valuable Prefent in giving nie Madame La 
Maiforfort ; Ibe -does Wonders, As for Ma- 
dame * * * whatever Caufe fhe may lately havc 
had to rejoice, there is more Melancholy in her 
Mirtb than in die Sorrow of others : For the fu- 
lure welhall receivenone but MaidenLadies. 

• • A' Sort of Probatîon txine, previoos to Ad- 
fniffioAinto ^Monafieiy^ 

LE T- 
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L ET TER CXLI. 

^0 the famé. 

Sept, 30, i685, 
^URN your Thoughts, I befeech you, to 
this Eftablifhment only ; as God and the 
King hâve charged me with the Direûion of it, 
you fhould affift me in acquitting myfelf in it. You 
cannot too much preach up Humility to our 
Candidates : I am much afraid that Madame de 
Brinon may hâve infpired them with a certain 
Loftinefs, and that the. Vicinity of the Court, a 
Royal Foundation, Vifits from the King, and 
cven my Vifits, may give them a Notion of be- 
ing CanoneiTes and Ladies of Importance $ which 
would be an Obftacle to the Grood we intend to 
do. There is a Médium to be adopted between 
a proud Dévotion and the Miferies and Mean* 
nèfles of Convents. I know not by what Name 
they are to be called: In the Conftitutions, 
Madame de Brinon ftiles them the Ladies o/St» 
Louis ; which cannot be allowed, for the King 
does not èanonize himfelf ; and 'tis he that 
names them, as their Founder. Their Gar- 
ments are to be black, without Hair, or any 
Ornament -, fuch a Drefs as St. Paul requires 
in Chriftian Widows. 

Ht L E T- 
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LETTER CXUI. 

To Madame de St, G * * * 

Oât, 9, 1685. 
^T^IS a vcry agrccablc Sîght to me, to bchold 
two huiidred young Ladies brought up 
under my Care. The Abbatial Manflon of St* 
Dennis is to be unîted to St. Cyr^ and the King 
will give thirty thoufand Livres, 'till he affigns 
a Fimd eut of the Farms. I very well know 
what is faid about its Vicinity to the Court ; 
but can I hînder my Enemies from prating ? 
The Journey to Cbamlord bas not been ufelefs : 
The Fruit of it will foon appear ; and thofe 
ivho fay that the King minds nothing but Fefti- 
vities and Pleafures, will be confounded. I 
concern myfelf witb no Budnefs, but that of 
Noizy ; this is allowed me, *tis my Work. 
M. iie VilUtte bas at lad taken the right Side of 
the Queftion, and affured the King, that it is 
the only Thîng he ever did withouta View to 
pleafe him. The Abbé Gobelin is hère, and wiH 
take charge of this Letter. 

LETTER CXLIIL 

îr<?Afr. d*Aubigné. 

Oéf. 20. 

A S you profefi fo much Efteem for me you 

are inexcufeable in declîning to be guided 

by my Advice, in a Place I am fo much better 

I acquainted 
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acquatnted with than jrourfelf. The Thing is 
donc, and you mull now think how to mend the 
Blunder : I (hall fayyouwere fuddenly taken ill, 
and haflened back to Parh : You muft corne 
agûn in Ave or fix Days : This Bchaviour will 
appear natural j but there was too much Sin« 
gularity in the other : For who can imagine, 
that a ÎFond Brother, who had not feen me thefe 
iiveYears, ibould corne to look upon me a 
Qoarter of an Hour, and then run away, with- 
out any Notice, or even fpeaking a Word? 
Conduâ yourfelf better, mind my Advice ; Slipt 
of this Kind are not looked upon as Triâes hère* 
Befparing of being in Company with Madame 
Je Mmtefpan and M. de Lauzun ; it will gtve 
room to fay tbat you herd among theMale-coo- 
tenta. Vifit M. Gobelin and Father Bourdakui. 
Coflie hither at AU Saints ; you'll (êe the King 
perform hls Dévotions, which would be aLeflbn 
to the greateft Libertine. Adieu ; I Ihould 
be delighted to fee youto-Day^ a Cavalcade of 
the Court Ladies, and a Bail at Nsght. Tak« 
my Advice, aod your Life will be pleafant ; but 
you want Confidence in me. What you bave 

been told of the laft hunting Match is true : 
The Wild Boar was furious ; had not the King 
difengaged his Leg in Time, ic had been torn : 
The Duke de Filleroy was puUed ofFbis Horfe : 
Judge then of the mighty Pleafure I found in 

H 3 this 
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this Diverdoiu It is juft fo in divers Statîoa» 
whîch arc cnvîed, but which liavc their vcx- 
atious Sides. Tell Nancy I hâve wrote her an 
Anfwer, and ihall be extremely glad to fee faen 

LE T TER CXLIV. 

to Madame de St. G * ♦ *. 

OSî. 25, i685. 
'TpHE Dauphinefs talks of being pregnant^ but 
gives no Proofs of it : The Phyfician has 
told the King fo. The Manfion of St. Denms 
brought the Cardinal de Retz an hundred thbu- 
fand Livres on the Demefne of the Generality of 
Paris : This Point îs fettled j the Patent will 
çontain an Exemption from ail Duties anci 
Taxes. I aoi overwhelmed with Sollicitations : 
Candidates come to us from ail Quarters» but 
few good ones. The King would hâve me 
pretty difficult at the Beginning, becaufe the 
Community being once well eftablilhed, aÛ 
Things ,will go on eafily afccrwards. M. Là 
Tillier is ei^ctremely bad ; after he had figned th^ 

• Ediû he was botter j but the Fevcr feized him 
Again with great Violence, and now his Life is 
djerpaired of. The King is highly pleafed with 
having put the finifhing Hand to the great Work 
of bringing the Heretics into t;hc Church. Fa- 
thtx laChaiJi has promifed» it fliall not coft 00c 

* • That wkich revioked the EdiÔ oîNantz. 
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Drop of Blood, and Louvots (kys the iame« I 
am vcty glad thc Heretics in Parts havc liftcned 
to Rcafon : Claude was a feditious Feîlow, and 
confirmée them in their Errors : Since thcy hâve 
VA bim, they are more traâable. I am indeed 
of your Opinion^ that ail thefe Converfions are 
HOC aKke fincere ; but God makes ufe of every 
Means to draw Heretics to him : Their Chil- 
drcn will at leaft be Catholics. If the Faihtrs 
are Hypocrites, their outward Conformity is a 
Sort of Approach towards the Truth. Thcy 
hvfc the Sîgns of it in common with thc Faith- 
ful. Pray to God that he would enlighten them 
ail: Thc King bas nothing more at Heart. Du 
Sluefne \% neithcr to go to Hallanâ nor to Eng- 
land, M. de Schomberg grows lefs ufcful and 
more obfiinatc. 

LE T TER CXLV. 

fto tbe Abbé GohtWn. 

Jan. 7, 1686. 
V^OUR Ncw-Year's-Gift I havc reccived with 
great Sati^faâion, but muft chide you for 
that over-refpeâful and cercmonious Stile you 
hâve choTcn to Write your Letter in. I know 
not how far thc Honours heaped on me may 
hâve induccd you to think .diflfercntly of me-j 
but I am not at ail altcrcd, I receive the Tefli- 
monies of your Friendfhip exaâly as I di4 &>»- 

H 4 tecn 



tccn Years fince. Wc hare twdve * Novices, 
and there will foon be fourteen. Tbe King 
wants to make an End of thb AfFair : He will 
requeft the Bifhop of dartres to give bis Con* 
fent to the Foundation intended at St, Cyr : To 
this Pétition he will annex Letters Patents, ex- 
hibiting bis Intentions for the Spiritual and Tem- 
poral Management. The Bifhop of Chartres is 
to fend bis Grand Vicars along with ypu and 
Father la Cbaifij in order to infpeâ the Régula- 
tions : Tbe Temporal Matters will be ordefed 
fo as that the Tranflation may be made at tbe 
Feaft of St. John Baptîjly purfuant to the King's 
Intentions. 

LETTER CXLVL 

To tbe famé. 

y an. 17, 1686. 
T Prefented your Mémorial yeôerday to tbe 
King, and he determined to fpeak with Fa- 
ther la Chaife about it : The Manner in which 
the Eleâion of a Superior is to be made, was 
approved of ; the Vows were then mentioned, 
and Father la Chaife would not confent to the 
Biihop's not being able to dilpenfe with them. 
The King gives you a Penfion of two thou&nd 
Livres : I believe you did not want this Bene- 

• A Novice îs the Tcrm ufed for Nuns when în 
* '- Probatioo time. 

faâioQ 
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fiiâion to make you fatisfied with him* Exa- 
mine dur Conflitutions with Meffieurs Racine 
and Boikau ; but don't fpoil the Exprefiion or 
Thoughts of Madame de Brinon^ for the Sake of 
polifliing the Language : In cvery thing Wo- 
men write, there are you know a thoufand Dé- 
viations from the Rules of Grammar ) but, with 
your Leave, there is too an Elégance rarely to 
bc found in the Writings of Mcn. 






LETTER CXLVL 

To the famé. 

Fib.^ i686, 

TF the Altérations intended to be made in the 
Conftitution are confiderable, and more in 
Number than thofe Gentlemen criiicized upor> 
before me, there muft be a Conf^^rence with 
Madame de Brînon about the n. I hâve httn 
told that you hâve loft a Law-Suit, and are per- 
plexed about an Account that muft be given : I 
am afraid this AfFair will give you great Uneafi-^ 
nefs. Can't you relinquifh that Eftate to your 
Relations, and live upon your Bénéfice aod 
your Penlion ? If you want any other AfSft- 
ance, I will procure it : You would then, hâve 
nothing to do but to ferve God^ and you might 
conae and live at Si. Cjr : To hâve you thcxe 
would be advantageous ta my SalvatioA» 

• H S LET- 
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LETTER CXLVIIL 

To tbefame. 

March 7, 1686.- 
'TpHE hîgh Favour I am in is troublefome to 
me, even in the Confeffion-Chair : I ima* 
glned I (hould afwap hâve met with the famé 
Behaviour from you as I experienced when I 
was among the Blue Nuns : You are no Str^n- 
ger to my Sincerity ; I make no Compliments ; 
I conjure you therefore to leave off the Stile 
you ufe with me, which is not only difpleailng 
to me, but may alfo do me a Préjudice. I am 
no greater a Lady now than when in TourneUe- 
Streety where you ufed freely to tell me of my 
Faults : And tho' the Rank I now hold places 
the World as at my Feet, a Man charged with 
the Direâion of my Confçience is'not to be 
regarded in that Light. You are not to înftil 
Pride into me ; you, who ought to eradicate iu 
Where fliall I look for Virtue, if I find ît not 
în you ? And to whomelfe is itpoiEble forme 
'to be fubmifllfe, as nothing butRefpeâ, Adu- 
lation and Complaifance approach me ? Speak 
to me, Write to me, without Artifice, withôut 
Ceremony, without Inflnuation, and above ail 
Things, I befecch you, with lefs Refped. .1 
would fave my Soûl 5 I commit it to your Care : 
Look 
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JU)ok upon me as totally ftript of «II tbc Portv^^ 
and Grandeur thatfurround me : Tbefe are my 
jseal Sentiment». 

LETTER CXLIX:. 

To Madame de St. G * * *. 

< • 

-^T^HE Bi(h<ç of Chartres fbmds up forabfolute 
Vo>Wb «^nd i» theoply one of this Opi« 
nion : For my Part, I hâve no Will of my own 
in this Point, and (hall always conform to the 
Opinion of the Majon^. : Did^I incline to 
either Side of the Queftion, I (hould fcruple to 
dedare ît^ for fear of cramping the Freedôm of 
Suffrages, ^d gaining too much Weight to a 
Woman's Advice. 1 havé no other înténtioijs 
Tm certain thàn what aïç good, but Iiam Hot fo. 
certahi that ï fiiould no't uke thé wtôrtg Sidé ôf 
theQyeftion. The Bifeop of Chartres has de- 
clared by a Decree in due Form, that ît ir the 
ICing's .and his Intention I Ihould be perpétuai 
îuperior of this Communîty, bôth în Spirituals 
and 'Temporals: The Communîty upon this 
^have fent me a gold Crôfs, fet with'^Flowers- 
de-Lys, and thefe Lines engravcd on it : 

She is our faithful Guide ; 
Ouïr F'ilkity is^ 4ln:ived fnim h«r» 
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I doiibt whether we fhall be abk at fîrft 4o 
take iii three bundred Perfons ; but a few Year» 
of good Oeconomy will procure tu vrhat is now 
v^anting, My prefent Uneafinefs is to know 
what wni become of this Eftablifhment aftcr 
my Deceafe. I am very mach afraid tfaeir Fer- 
^ vottff wUl relax, and that this Houfe, vrhich i» 
^4efign*d for an Azylum to the Unfoftunate^ may 
be opened to the SoUicitation»of the moft Fower<^ 
f uL ' 

LETTER CL, 

î> the famé. 

Ost. 24, 1686*. 

^^UK Ladies Bave begun tHeir Exercifes :. I 
havc fecn thcm at theîr Work^ at thcîr 
Hours of Récréation, in their AâEs-of Piety, and 
bave found every thing conduâed with great 
Ordcr and Simplicity. If they hold on in this 
Mannes, not fo much as two mortalSins in. a 
Year will be committed in that Houfe^ The 
dder Ladies are difcreet, and the Children very 
tcachable. The Title of Inffïtutrix bas beea 
o&red me I I at fîrft refufed it ; but tBey repre- 
fentcd to me, that it fignified nothing more thaft 
my having direâed the Begtnnings of thi^Com-» 
munity. Madame ^^ Brifwn perfuaded me to» 
let them give me wbat Title they pleafed« I 
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did not want this Engagement to do Good ta 
that Foundation ; you know ît is my prédo- 
minant Paffion s and I am fo flrongly attached 
to it, that I am even apprehenfive of being Ie& 
attached to God, tho* I do it for his Sake. I 
hâve at laft obtained a Promife to hâve my Name 
omitted in the Medal : The King faid, that this 
Event was too vemarkable, for Racîm and 
Boileau to omit the Parttculars of it in the Ht- 
ftory of his Reign. My Brother tells me you 
complaîn of hi» Wifc: I am furprized you 
would not impart tome the Caiife ofyourCom* 
plaints; you know I am not ftrongly prejudiced 
in favour of my Sifter-in-Law : Time and God 
will mend her. 

LETTER CLI. 

?V the famé. 

VtrfaiUts Dic. 13, i686« 

'T^HE Deatb of the Prince of C$futt has much 
grieved but mucb more edified us : Hi» 
Letter to the King is an admirable Pièce : He 
therein givei Judgment on his owi> Conduâ^ 
and a (evere Judgment it is : He alfo begs a 
Pardon for his Nephcw ; it is ibme Wecks fince 
I fpoke of \ty at the Requeft of the Princeft of 
.dmiy and was pretty favourably hcard» The 

Dcgth of the Prince has given the iiniihing 

Stroke^ 



5tîok»; and the King was afteâed with it & 
much as to (hed Tears : M., de Chevreufe is« 
iprodigioufly dejeâed: yizAim& du Lndelok^z 
J^ricnd :» her . Sorrow. is , not fikc that q{ other 
iPeppki you. «afily gi|êfs i^t' Reafon and the- 
Difiisrence. Our Siftec&o££/. Cyr are-mightily 
pleafed witb the Direâor you hâve giyen them ; 
and tbeir Direâor is as well pleafed with thenit 
He con^ains of having too little Occupation ; 
he never could hav^ believed that là, religions 
Houfe was fo eafy to hegpvçrnecj* ,A Man» qf 
a more buftling Tenuper^ .might not hav^ liked 
•to fee his Pénitents fo rational. Th^ King al- 
ways takes the Air on Horfeback; Madame du 
Lude and I foUow him in a Chaife.j r^rfailUs is 
as quiet as if the EmbaiTadors of Siam were not 
there : Thcy ^dmiJ-c èVeiy fliînj^ J?iit the Ma- 
fter flill more than the Hou£e. I recommend. 
myfclf to your Prayers. 

LETTER CUI* ^ 

■ '■ '- Ta thé-fmA-- --■'■■ 
•" : ■ ... . i . ci . jan. ï, t^9^, 

I' -HAVe- at'yftïnatchèfla^ Wtenrenfc toTurriie 
to you. The Kirigis as wtW a^ one in hî» 
Condition càn be. Ôur Joy encreafes with oiàr 
^Hopes. The Phyfictans ïtflure that the Danger 
-Î8 over. His-Mgcfty 'has ^imfagM-s^hMfi^ 
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diêd tlioiiiknd Livres, and as raiich ta * FeÈx^ 
I never beheid an Inftance of greater Courage. 
The Calamities of his People, in their Lofe of 
liim, the Apprehenfion of the £)auphin's fallîng 
into the Hands of ill Couafellors, and the Ces* 
tainty of the Difgrace of his beft.Friends, were 
the only Thlngs that made him uneafy : He 
trembled for France j but not a Moment for his 
own Life. Madame de Monte/pan will corne 
-back : The King has bcen greatly afièâed with 
her Tcars. The Vendofmes are rendered fuf- 
picioua : God knows how this Matter ftands ^ 
there may be nothing criminal in that Feftivity ^ 
but it was imprudent and unfeafonable. I am 
not yet at die End of my Sorrows ; I perceîvc 
'they impute to me that profound Secreq^, and 
-they affeâ toreaiibn upon it. You know how 
much I haveat Heart bringing * ail the Royal 
Family to good Terms with the King ; never- 
thelefs am I accufcd of keeping them at Varîancc. 
The Dauphin aflured me that he neîther be- 
lieved, nor cven liftened to thefe Reports,; but 
•he may orne Day ^tve Ear to them. I am în a 
lamentable Situation ; I dare not fpçak of it to 

» 

* Surgeon to Kis Majefty/ on whom he perform^i 
the Opération of the Fifhila, after having praôifeld 
on feveral Patients in the Hofpitals. Befides the 
hundred thoufand Livres, he procured a BiÛioprick 
for his Brodiçr by this Pperadien. ' 

the 
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the King» for fear of fowrihg his iTemper : He 
would not bear with thefe ftrange Sufpicions ; 
he might, perhaps, revenge me ; but I had much 
rather pardon them. My dear little Prince is in 
good Health. 

LE T TER CLIIL 

^0 Madame de Montefpan. 

Jan, 12, 1687. 

^X^HE King has ordered me, Madam, to ii>- 
form y ou, that y ou would oblige him by 
appearing aga^n at Court, unlefs the Deflre of 
minding your fpiritual Concerns ihould detain 
you at Fùntevrault : In this Café, he does not 
cxpeâ you fbould alter your pious Refolutions 
for his Sake : But if your Abfence fhould be in 
Confequence of any Difcontent, I can afllure 
you, Madam, you can do nothing better than 
return fpeedily. The King would hâve per- 
niitted you to enter his Chamber, had he not 
fearcd a tender Emotion that might hâve been 
prejudicial to his Health at that Junâure. He 
has been much concerned atyour Grief, and 
has embraced our Princes with inimité Ten- 
dernefs. The Duke du Maine has taken upon 
him toprefentyou my Refpeâs; I could not 
put my Caufe into better Hands : Believe it, 
Madam, that whatever aiFeâionate Things he 
^y tell you as fi^m m^ his ExprefBens wîU 

cver 
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ever fall very fhoft of what Inclination and Gra- 
titude infpire 4iie. 

L E T T E R CLIV. 
To Madame de St. G * * *. 

Fit. 2, 1687. 
JpARIS ought to be wcU fatîsfied with its 
-^ Mafter : The King was nevcr {o well 
pleafed as (ince he bas been an Eye-witnefs of 
the Affection of his Capital. I am much de- 
lighted to find him in fuch Sentiments : They 
may perhaps infpire him with a Defign to eafe 
fais People. Father la Chaife bas a greater In- 
fluence than cver ovcr the King : From hence- 
forth bc is to a6l without the Archbifliop of 
Paris i and Madame de Lefâigmeres will no 
longer fee the Clergy of France on their Knees 
before her. It was a great Scandai. He is to 
make his Report, and the King will nominate : 
You may well imagine this high Favour will 
lay ail the Nation at the Fcet of the Society. I 
bave alrcady waited upon hîm in Bchalf of your 
Nephew, and did it with a tolerable Grâce : 
We muft indeed in fome Meafure diflemble, if 
we would ferve our Friends. Madame ii Mon^ 
te/pan leads an angelic Life : The Court is 
gjeatly altered finCe (he bas ceafcd to govern it. 
The Prince of Coîfti gains the Love of God and 

Men. ~ 
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Crucifix, faid to me, •* That*s a vcry grave 
•* Pièce of Furniture ; I advîfc you to get it 
^*' removed.** I anfwered him, ** What arc 
** you then afraid to behold him who is your 
«* only Hopc, who will be your Refuge at the 
*' Hour of Death, and will then be put into 
*< your Hands ? You ought indeed to accuftom 
•* yourfelf to the Sight of him." The King 
told me with a Smile, that I had an excellent 
Knack at preaching ; and fo the Crucifix re« 
mains. The Pope's Inflexibility greatly alarms 
me. Louvois is forely grieved to find his Crédit 
begtnning to décline: He envies me the In- 
fluence I hâve acquired ; he imputes to me the 
King's Difguft; m fine, he wants to render 
himfelf neccffary by a new War. Heaven has 
been very kind to me : Nothing is wanting to 
xny temporal Happinefs but the Certainty of 
Peace. 

L E T T E R CLVni. 

To the famé. 

Verf ailles. Sept. 5, 1688. 
T Hâve pray'd for Peace, and God has fent us 
War. Let us humble ourfclves under his 
mighty Hand, and adore his Providence. — The 
King is not pleafed with the Dauphinefs : He 
t^kes it ill that (he interefts herfelf fo openly for 

Prince 
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Prince * ClemenU The Dauphin will fct out 
from Ver/ailles towards the End of this Month 
with M. de Beauvilliersj who will not be uTeleTs 
to him." HÎ8 Army is to inveft PlnUfJbourg\ 
Louvois will omit nothing, in order to engage 
hIm, by the firft Succefles, to continue this War. 
I dare not tell it to the King, whohas an entire 
Confidence in M. ^^ Duras. Methinks ail tbefi: 
Difputes might be terminated without fpilling 
fo much Blood. The King intended to take the 
Field, but has promifed me to defer it tUl next 
Spring: God grant that a Peace may be madc 
before that Time. Our Intelligence from Engr 
land is very bad : The Jefuits hâve managed 
Matters too haftily : Father la Chaifi commendt 
their Zeal^ but not their Prudence. 

LETTER eux. 

From Madame Guion to Madame de Main- 
tenon. 

Madam^ Paris, OS^. ic, 1688/ 

A FTER having thanked the divine Provi- 
'^ dence for delivering me from the Prifon in 
which my Enemîcs hcld me, it is but juft that 
I (hould return Thanks to you, Madam, whom 
God has madc ufe of to refcuc me, as it were by 
Miracle, from the Hands of the grcat Men of 

• Of Bavaria. 

the 
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th« Eartibu . I hâve cheyei your CouHfdl» as I 
would hâve pbeyed the Injunâtons of God ; smd 
I hope you wiU aot attribute this Obédience to 
Weaknefi» but look upon it as. the beft TeftK 
mony. I could give you of my Gratitude. At 
^ft I had an Averûon to it s but die Moment I 
«vercaoïe it, I fek Joy and Tranquility flow- 
ing into m y Soul. * La Combe^ my Father in 
Jejus Cbrijlj is not more culpable than myfelf : 
I am the Caufe of his Misfortunes : Yoù hâve 
tmly'to fy^akj Madam, and his Fetters will 
'^op off» In fo doing you will reftore to the 
-Falth&il an opprefied innocent Man, who may 
cdify and inftrud them. My God !- ihy Will be 
done, and not mine ! — I fct out to throw myfelf 
at your Feet ; but a fecret Voice obliged me 
againfl my Will to ftop Ihort on the Road and 
return htcher. ' I (hall v^aît for your Commandsé 
«May the Lord inipireand guide you ! I (hall ne^ 
ver ceafe to put up that Frayer, nor to fubfcribe 
myfelf with profound Refpeél, à^c. 

LUTTER' CLX. 

To Madame de Monchevreuih 
^T^HERE is nothing in your Grief unworthy 
a Chriflian : So natural is it to weep for a 

• A Bamahite, a Native of Gene^a^ and Direc- 
tor of Madame Guhn: A Man difordered in his In<- 
'^s. He was confined in 1686 by theKing*s Or- 
as a Seducer, and died mad, 

wifc 



wîfe and ,welL eftabliP^ed *jSoa,!.God forbids 
not fuch'Sénrations : But take Café your Grief 
be not too violeht, and càufe you to hiurmur a- 
gainft Providence: It is vain to refift its Dit- 
pettfations; 1 fcttd 'yotrth'e Abbé: -He*H tell 
Vou hoW moch I im cc^ncfcrned at your Afllîc- 

tion r fid whl alfo tdl you what îittle Stabilîty 
thcre is- in' the Felidties of thrs World, Yoù 
were tob- happy^ God defigned to brîng you 
back. to himfelf. It is indeed a terrible Blovr» 
but he ftrike$ it fôr your Good : He knows bet^ 
ter Aan- we do- what n for our A-dvantagc. 

f r • • • 

Thefc are mcJaneholjr Rcflcôîonsj but thev are 
tnie, artdf fuîtable to a- Soûl gteat as yours. 
Wbat wxMild avail tke Progreis you hâve tmit 
in Piety, if it could not fupport you in this Tri*, 
èulation? 'Ti» in Adverfity w^* are to judge 
whttber oiir Dévotion \s ftncere* What is V ir^. 
tue. If a b« not triod ? God does not rvqùiré 
-©nly the Sacrifice hf eut victous Inclinations ; 
he v^ould hâve' us to facrrfice likewiië our Sentie 

ments and our dtareft Afièâions. 

« ,• » * • 

* t^. de Mprpay^ Son <>f}fi£iàmi^ de,M9n^he<î/reuHt 
and Aid de Camp to the Dauphiji, was killeci at tbe 
Sieee of Manh'iîm befôre'^s Fatber's Face,* who 
had feUowed the Duke ^k Màim* 
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L E T T E R CLXI. 

To Madame de St. G * * ♦. 

T BEG you would date your Letters. Madame 

Momay oiakes a CoUeâion of them : But i 
were you to do the famé with mine, you (hould 
hâve no moje of them. In fpîght of the £n« 
comiums you beûow on me^ I ani very fen* 
fible my Letters are goqd only for the prefent * 
Moment. I tha^k you for that Manufcript : I 
read it before I went to Bed : There is much 
Truth bfut mpve Falfhood in it. Had I been in 
.the Place of the Ds^uphineÊ, I ibould hâve pe^ 
rufed.it with more Indifférence. Could the 
King believe Things fo abfurd ? And fuch as 
^are not fo he knew already, and fo did the whole 
Nation. The Duke de Beaùvilltirs has taken 
the right Side of the Qyeftion y &U ^s^t they 
fty at Paris cannot make cviery Body at Vit" 
failks change tbeir Mînd» It is true, you take a 
better View of Things at a Diftance ; but that's 
not the Café in this Matter. I hâve not a Mo* 
ment at Command, and muft therefore con- 
clude, tho' I hâve many Things to àdd. If I 
.don't fee you Saturday^ you'Il referve me that 
Pleafure for Sunday: I ihaU be difengag^d at the 
ufual Hours : I wi(h I could always be fo for 
vour Sake. 

LE T- 
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L E T T E R CLXII, 

From tbe Daupbinefs * to Madame de 

Maintenon. ^ 

♦ « * * * As for what you write con- 
cerning ypur Sentiments towards me, I never 
doubted of their being fuch as you make Pro- 
feffion of; you hâve toomuch Senfe and Pro« 
bity to harbour any other. You wrong me in 
defiring me not to writç to you, left it fibould 
make me dull ; I feel great Pleafure when I lyrite 
to you, as you may be convinced by this Letter, 
which is longer tban ufual. I wait impatiently 
for the King!s Return, and expeâ at the famé 
Time the Pleafure of giving you Affurances 
my felf of the Fullnefs of my Friendfliip. Adieu, 
my dear Madame de Maintenons 

* Thîs Princefs was grown melancholy and of 
difilciilt Accefs : She denied herielf every Kind of 
Pieafarc, ,a^d Ihut herfelf up in her Clofet with a 
few Fçmale Confidents, who impofed upon her Cre- 
dolity. She died of a lingering Diftemper the zoth 
cf j^ftàij 1690. She was a Lover of Learning, and 
had even made Verfcs, fays Voltaire in his Âge of 
Louis XIV. but, to judge from this Sketch of her 
Profe, what Sort of Verfes could they bc ? 

I I. E T- 
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LETTER CLXIII. 

To Madame de St. G * * ». 
"Kit De Laufun is become more than ever the 
• Subjeâ of Convcrfation. He wants me 
to join wîth him in taking Vengeance ; I hâve 
told him Uut I bad long ago foi^îven a!l : He is 
too vindiâive to believe it; and yet he wiâies 
that • MadtmtfiUi would fajr as much to him. 
He is quite obliterated in the King*» Heart ; 
tnq^uietuie holds there but by a Thread. f He 
is a good dcal mortified that the Direâion 
of the AfFairs of Irehni has been taken frooi 
him. At fîrft he imputed it to me, and then 
chaiged Madame ii Cbevreuft with ît. He rcc- 
koned upon immenfe Perquifites, Seignehl ex- 
peâs nothing but Toils and Dangers ; and he will 
fucceed if he does not behave with too much 
Haughtinefsi The King could not bave a bet- 
ter Servant, if he would but check his Temper 
a iittle : He himrelf acknowledges it, yet does 
not amend. When I had a tolerable Voice> I 
that Song without any Con- 
nothing that is new : Don't I ' 
Id ? And could I forget ît, the 

ation ôf thïs PafTage the Reader 
Vs Age ofLeuitjaV. Chap. jj. 
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very Altération in my Humour would fufficiently 
convince me of it. Pray, make Inquiry after 
tfae Âuthor : If the King knew him, he would 
revenge me ; and if I knew him, I fhould 
avenge myfelf only by dotng him Good. When 
I thihk of Madame ijr Montefpan^ I look upon ail 
thefe Outrages as meer Trifles. I am mightily 
pleaièd with the Duke du Mainfy ànd the King 
is difpofed to grant him any Thing. My Girls 
take up a great deal of my Time, but much 
more agreeably than ail the Intrigues of a certain 
Set of People who are fomettmes deceived,- 
fometîmes deceiving, and often both. I expé- 
rience it more than ever, that nothing can make 
amends for the Lofs of Freedom. You do well 
to cherifli yours. Hiilofophy fets us above 
Grandeur ; but nothtng iêts us abovc Heavinefs 
of Heart. 

* 

LETTER CLXIV. 

- 5V the famé. 

X^ AD AME de Falentinois would be the moft 
amiable Woman in the Kingdom, werc 
flie nqt the greatetf Coquette in it. You cani;iot 
imagine how many Vexations her mifcbievous 
Tricks expofe me to : The King did not 
care to fpeak to the * Duchefs de Bêurton: 

* One of his natural Daughters by Madame de 
Monte/^oH* 

I 2 
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](. dld it for hicn, and hâve had nothing but In«- 
fults from her. Can ^ny thing be more grie- 
vous from Perfons we love ? She is loft wichout 
Hopçs: Marfon is ruining himfelf, and does 
not perceiye it. The King will not fuiFer fuch 
Diforders, fout will keep his Word^ I now appre- 
hend lef^ the. Father's, Lwe^ than I:fear his 
Scverity. Tell me what you would do, were 
you in my Place* I hâve confulted Father 
Gaillard, but dedined explaining myfelf clearly ; 
which .may be the Reafon why he did not well 
underftand me ; perhap$ be only feigned that he 
dixl not underftand me. Talk to fome able and 
piousPerfbns) wrap «p the Café, and in God's 
Name extricate me from tbb cruel Dilemme 
loffend Godby my Impatience. I muft once 
fof alL .^pply ^ Rêmedyr I fear to create myfelf 
Enemies ; and I am alfo afraid that my Coi^ 
fcience may reproach me with fufFering fuch a 
Scandai. ~ . : / 

LETTÈR CLXV. 

To the, famé. 

FerfailfeSy Nov, 4, 1688. 

/^ REAT Rejoicîngs ! Fhilîpshurg is taken. 

The Dauphin will from henceforth be 

wis the Bûld* The KIng's Joy is 

le, and the Httle Count laughs and 

nately, ¥aùhTf% Drfpofitions were 

admirable : 



( 173 ) 
admirable : He curbed the Fire of M. & Durasy 
and hindered the Dauphin from getting himfelf 
knock7d on the Head. M. de Louvois would 
hâve the Army to penetrate into Germany^ and 
ravage the Palatinate without Mcrcy : Never- 
thelefs, fome able Politicians prétend that the 
War ought to be carried on againft the Em- 
peror only, and that we ought in Prudence to 
fpare the Empire, Whatever has a fliew of 
Glory will be donc, and afterwards they will 
think of what is profitable : They will a(S firft, 
and then confider how they ought to hâve adled. 
My Prefence cramps Louvois^ and yet I never 
contradift him : The King has told him feveral 
times, that hc might fpeak with full Frcedom. 
Some imagine that I governthe State;, they pre- 
ceive not, I am perfuaded, that God has heaped 
to many Bleffings on me^ only that I might at- 
tend to thé King's Salvation. I daily beg of 
Heaven to enlighten and fanâify him. Joyn 
your Prayers to mine ;. they will prove more 
efficacious, becaufemore difinterefted,: You are 
BOt like me, in love with earthly Things. 
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LETTER CLXVL 

From tbt Duke du Maine to Madame 

de M^ntenon. 

Nov. 5, 1688. 

JpHilîpJbourg has capitulated. M.deStabren' 
berg has called for a Confcflbr and a Phy- 
fician : I fhall be very forry îf he dîes, for 
he agrets to evcry thing we would hâve : He 
is the beft natured Man living. He told the 
Dauphin, that he fhould die with Grief for ha- 
ving loft a Place of fuch Confequence to hîs 
Mafler, did he not find fome Comfort in fur- 
rendering it to fo great a Prince. Adieu, Ma- 
dam \ I will do ail that lies in my Power to de* 
fcrve your Friendfliîp, I forgot at fetting otit 
to afk the King, whether the Régiment of 
Swifs Guards ought not to beat the March for 
me : Such Beginnings may be drawn into Pre* 
cedents* 

L ET ter' CLXVII. 

To Madame de Si. G • * ♦. 

y an. 9, 1689. 

^H£ King of j&jf^Z!7;f</arrived the yth Inftant 

at St. Germain'^ with the Duke of Bervnck : 

His firft Converfation with the Queen was very 

mûving : He confoled her, and earefled the 

'nce of Wales in the moft tender Manner : No 

Mao 
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Man can difplay more Fortitudc : This Uncorl- 
certï at the Lofs of fo much Grandeur is the 
Work of Grâce : It is a gferious Sight to bc- 
hold a Royal Confeflbr of the Faith ! The 
Court of St, Germain will yield to none but 
VerfaiUes in Magnificence : The King will not 
iheath the Sword 'till he has driven the Prince 
of Orange out of England : They call him a 
fécond Cromwelli it is certain that he has aiready 
feized the Crown ; the Catholics are opprefled, 
and the Parliament^ threatens to exterminate 
them. It always runs in my Mind, that if 
Colbert had lived, ail this. had not happened: 
Louvois did not prevent the Defcent of the 
I>tad}*i heknew nôthing of it till they had hnd< 
ed : Ail this founds ilL Meafures will be 
takento mend Matters ; but it would hâve been 
much better, had the Defigns of the Prince of 
Orange been nipt in the Bud. NoailUs and 
Bouffiers -Tfi)! conunand in fpight of Lourds, the 
firft in CatalottiaiJiïe other on the Mo/elle : I rely 
much upon them^ but fiill more on the Juftic« 
ofour Caufe. 
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L E T T E R CLXVIIL 

From tbe Duke du Maine to Madame 

de Maintenon. 

At the Camp at Efiims^ Augufi 15, 1689. 
T Confefs to you Madam, that I bum with 
Impatience to know whether I belye the Blood 
I am defcended from ; and thereforel am foriy 
thati hâve been fent hither to be kept in a 
whole Skin and Icarn to vifit Camps ; I can- 
not, without greal Concern, feç the Troojps 
kept in Idlenefs. What I wrotc to you about 
the Honours'the Swifs Régiment of Guards owe 
me, is of Confcquence : I hâve done no mare 
methinks, than fct forth my Reafbns, and 
fubmitted to the King's Wîll : I know: not 
whether my Vivacity made me fey more -than I 
intended. I am very far from being of Madame 
de MontBfpan\ Opinion ; for though I do t)o 
great Matters herc, I yct do more thanat Qwxxt^ 
where I can only limp bcforç People who a^e 
in Pain to fee me; whereaç hcjcB I amatkaft 
learning my Tçade, ; - 

L E T T E R CLXIX. 

From the famé to the famé. 

Madam^ Sepu 29, 1689. 

T WRITE but a Lîne to the Kîng, becaufe I 
'' it better to make jlhort Letters than 

duU 
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dull ones : If he would hâve me write oftener to 
him, let him eut out more Work for me 
Paint me to him with a gratefiil Senfe of ail 
his Favours; ufe the ftrongeft Terms, and, 
with ail your Genius, be fearfiil only of not 
faying enough ; give full Scope to your Imagi- 
nation i make me fay whatever you think fk : 
Bc my Proxy ; that whilft I only defire to facri- 
fîce myfelf hcre for the King's Service, I may at 
the famé time be at VerfaiUes to takeCare of my 
Interefts. Labour for your dear Child, if you 
think him worthy to be owned as fuch. 

■ 

LET TER CLXX. 

Fram the famé to the famé. 

Nùv. 25, 1689? 

TT is ftrange, Madam, that fo many Yeaxs 
fpent atCourt fhould not yet hâve taught you tp 
throw the Blame on the Abfent : I think I cannot 
bcftow a greater Encomium on you. I hâve al- 
ready expcrienced the Manner in which you 
conceal bad Things, and publifli what is good : 
But as we fhould alvrays conclude with telling 
our Sins to the Confeflor, I will own to you 
the Occafion of my Debts, with ail the Con- 
trition of a true Pénitent : The Terror of your 
Remonftrances, which I dread more than thofe 
<£ Madame de AÎQntefpan^ becaufe they are al« 

I S way$ 



>vay& fupported by Reafon, has bitherto pre- 
vented my acknowledging that I loft my Money 
at play.^ Put not a bad Conftruâion on my 
exçeffive Fear, fince what renders it fo great, is 
tbe Apprehenfion of making you uneafy. It's 
, impoâible to call it by a mose proper Name tfaan 
that of /AW Fear. , 

LETTER CLXXL 

. From tbe ^een of England to Madamt 

de Maintenons 

St* Germain^ Dec. i, 1689. 
OINCE you treat nae with Ccremony, in mak- 
ing Excufefi for not havî»g /uUy anfwercd 
my Letter» it is but Juftice, Madam, to make 
^u as many ; nay more. I conjure you hot ta 
forget to give me an Account of your Health by 
my Courier, without takîng thc Trouble to 
Write to me j for I am more afraid of your 
Trouble, than wifliîng for my own Gratification. 
You know my Heartj it will evcr be the famé; 
my Friendfliip for you can neither decreafe nor 
increafe. I pray to God fôr your Sake, that 
he would make you a great Saint ; and for my 
own Saké,, thatitmay not happen too foon. 
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LETTER CLXXÏI. 

From tb€ Prùue of GMidé to tbefame. 

"VrOU are fo good-naturedy Madam, and 
take fo much Ddig^t in doing Good, that 
I dare beg thc Favour of jou to tell the King 
how much I amafièded with aD bis Kind- 
neilès : I am uiiable to find Tenns to exprefi 
wj Gratitude. Diijplay my Sentiments to his 
Majefiy ; I implore, Madam, the Affiftance of 
your Genius. As you wilLiêe me no where but 
at Aîarlij I dare not in any other Place appear 
at your Gâte. 

LETTER CLXXni: 

From tbe King to the famé. 

TF you will take an Airing with me at Four 
o'Clock, corne to the ^flZ&,. where I wîll 
meet you with a Chaife : iLet me know your 
Pleafure, that I may conform to it. 

LETTER CLXXIV. 

From tbe famé to tbe famé i 

A DVICES from Ftanders are vcry favouraBIè . 

Wc may go to St. Cyr to rcturn Gbd 

Thanks for the famé, if you approve of it. Tell 

Madame de MonUfpan that the King of Englànd' 

& highly pteafed with M. de Laufun* The Dau^ 

ghin. 
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phin writes to me, that lie pines away thro* 
Impatience and Heavinefs : He complatns a little 
of the flegmatic Temper of M. de Lorges ; hc 
would hâve more Fire and lefs Prudence : But 
young Men muft hot be left to thcmfelves. 

LETTER CLXXV. 

From the EleSor of Cologn to thé famé. 

T HOPE, Madam, you will be my Proteflrîjf, 
-*- that I may be able to clear myfelf with the 
King, and wipe ofFthe îll Impreffions that hâve 
been given him of my Conduâ : I dare mâke 
you this moft humble Requeft, and 1[ remam 
wîth equal Confidence andrefpeâful Vénération, 
your moft fubmiffive Servant and Friend. 

LETTER CLXXVI. - 

From tbe Abbê Gobélîn. 

yirfailles^'^l6go., 

T AM pleafed.with the Behaviour of our Sifters 
of St. Çyr : But the Reprefentations of the 
Play of Efiier hinder me from vifiting them fa 
often as I would : I can no longer -bear ^e 
Fatigue of it, and am refolvcd, without-fajiiing 
it openly, that it fliall no more be aâed for the 
Public. I (hall glve out, our Âf^reiTes are 
fick ; and they Ihall for the future aâ: only fof 
the King, when he cornes* I befcech'ybulland 

in 
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*ifl no atre of me, nor fdekto>plfMi(i) me, hor 
gtve intfo my Sentiments thro' Complaifance; 
confalt candidly with Men o( Knowledge and 
Integrity, whether it xs nota Maxim tooierere 
* and àzngoTtuê for Youth, that thêy muft nevî^r 
take any Pleaftire : Forimy Part, I.think We 
fhould make therii >hdpe' foir Pteafiire, proMife 
dicm a gréât deal lof it, give them but a little, 
and by ail Means cônvince them that there ave 
innocent Amufements* 

; L ET TE ïi. : CLXXVIL . 

Frûin ib't KUng- ^^ Madame de- Maintenons • 

I SHÀL^-gd to • Cû'mpline at St. Cyr^ if ybii 
thînk fit : We fhàll return from thencc Ici- 
•farelyanÙtakc the Air. * Youmây engage the 
•-ÎVihecIrsv ofto)tti 'td 'bfe= of fhe Party :' 'Bat 
•neithêt ïct ;héi-" '<5om'é,' nir'"y6ufrclf; it' ît bc 
'{ntôhvë'nléhé. ' 'fee îpleafeà to fei)d me an An- 
IWer in jour pwa Hand, or bv Madame di 
^Mcrhay. . , 

LETTER CLXXVIII. 

^0 Madame de St. G * * ♦. 

Verfailles^ Jpril 15, 1691. 
/T^ODrgives a Bleffing to the King's Arms; 
^^ 'Mons is taken, Nice has furrenUered j the 

f Comf/m, the laft Prayers of the Evcning. 

Z King 
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King mil ibon be hère: Vavhan and Bmffkn 
are Partners in his Triumphs : Thejr made ad- 
mirable Difpoiitions ; nay, they did more ; thqr 
hindered the Moufquetaîies from rufting upon 
certain Death. Cmtrtenay wi(hed to die under 
the King^s £ye ; he is dead. Confole yourfelf, 
my deareft, for the Lofs of M. de VilUrmuH^: 
The King has very much regretted him» and 
'Madame de VilUrmont will find that tbis Regret is 
not barren. From Itafy they write me Wonders 
of L ■ ^ he is very much in faveur widi M. 
de Catinat^ writé him, that you anfwer for 
him to me: I greatly àpprebend that be has 
taken a Flight which he will not be able to 
iuftain,. and that the King may bave Occafion to 
xeproach me. with. having fuf^orted a Gamefter» 
'and prefented him as a.Man of Merit^ becau|b 
be is a Relation of mine. Adiep, my deareft. 
I bave juft now received anotber Vifit from the 
Abbé de Fenebn : He is a.Man of fine Senfe» and 
I am told ftiD moré remarkable for his Piety, 
which I am much delighted with. 
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LE T TER CLXXDC.* 

To Madame de E^aosï.f 

QkuaiBjj MarA 28, 1692. 

X7^^ 3^^ '^^ ^^ ^^^à^ t<> difpofe cnxj tliii^ 
for our Sifter % L^^*^ taking tbe HaUt ; 
but how can yoa be tincertain of tbe Dtay ? Is 
ît not fixed with tbe Perfon tbat ^l e ifuims tbe 
Ceremony? For my Part, I IbaU be equaOy 
ready Tburfday or Friday, M. Racine^ wbo bas 
a Mind to wecp, wonld latber bave it on Friday^ 
wbicb, bowevcr, need not obKge yoa to aher 
your Meafures : Only gtve me Notice as foon 
as poffible. I don*t write to Madame de la 
Mai fin-fort : Wbat conld 1 lây to ber diat flie 
does not better know tbaa myftif ? Would to 
God tbat ihe knew notbing but Jefus Cbrift 
crucified, tbat (be could forget ail odier Tbings» 
and give berfelf up to 'God and to us witb tbat 
fincere and tender Heart fhe once bad» and even 
vith- ail her former Imperfeâions» whîcb I liktd 
mucb better than thofe {be bas acquired. by Dé- 
votion ! The good Teftimonîes you give me of 

* Thîs Letter bas aiready appeared in the Sitp<- 
plement to tbe Letters of John Roane, pnbliflied by 
the Inheritor of bis Name and Talents. 

f She was the firft Superior of the Hoofe of 
St. Qr. 

t 8hehadaaedthePartofu/6«I^K«nv/ki^iir.; 
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the Cooimunity greatly rejoice me : Exult at 

being beloved and relpeâed for God's Sake;. 

and renouncethat Seif'Jove which is apt to mak& 

thoiè Sentiment» ceiiter in ourfelves. When I 
,&e the dçar GirU aâing ia the Spirit of F^th^I 
Vhave great Hopes tbat they will eftabhfh thetn- 

fclves on a folid Foundation. May God biefs 
. tbem more and more» that they may by their 
. Gare ,and Watchfulnefs incxeafe hts Kingdom». 
. I ihàll ^ot fend you this Day yo\xT Conftitu tions : 

MeiT. Racine and DeJ^reaux are reading them». 
. admiring them, and çorreâing fome-Faults in 
^the Style. You reçeive my Counfels as if jhcy 

came from an Angel : jGod grant X may give 

. ihem to you as pçxfeâly as y^u reççivç (hem ! 

• •• 

lpttï:bl clxxx. 

Trom ^M. de Fiefque /^ Madame de 

. MaiAtenon. 

' JuneH. 

T HÂVE the Honour,^âdain, to Write to you^ 
*^ în' haftei'to befeech yoti tfiat you Woiiid eon- 
"juit Sflie Kirtg to;bèH-aye herë as a Génfefaï,- 'arfd 
^hot -as a Soldicr. Yefterdây, had it ndt lie^n 
. fpjr a Gabion> a Bullet wouldbave bereft us of 
him*. iXhe.Shot rébpunded- on the Couiit i!? 
^Toulouzej vho caAié ofF with a Briiize that neéd 
*not* alarm Madame de''M(intefpan:'^\\ç. T^mg, 

aOMÇliîia^fite^her : he .ii^av^vt^^thdbd.^ : aïKi.; the 
o i) i young 
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young Prince anfweitd, imiling» IdiinkaBalI 
has grazed apon me. This was anfwering 
Boitrhm-liie^ I ihoiild never hâve doue, Madaiû, 
were I to fet dôwn the Names of aM Ûax were 
wounded or killed near or by tlie Kîng's Side. 
In God's Nanie, Madam, lelf him leave us the 
Danger, and content himfelf with the Glory* 

LETTER CLXXXI. 

Frvm the Ahbé GohtXm w the famé. 

• Parlsi MÀxh 18, 1692. 

'^EVER was Sorrow, Madâm, ïnore lawful 
tfaan yours : The Eyes of ail Paris are upon 
you, and are the mbre edified, as they are peir- 
fuaded that it was entirely at your own Option 
to hâve been exempted from it ; ît is not lookcd 
Ufk>n as the EfFefI: of an elFeminate and poreiy 
naturàl- Tendernefs, but as the Refult of -a Seul 
liberally endowed with Courage ^nd Reafon. 
Would to God that I weré worthy of minglWg 
my Tears with thofe that'trîckle doWn yokt 
Cheeksy and joining my pooi* Prayers to tîie 
Vows you make at the Foot of thé Altar fbr the 
Confervation of the fîrfl and greateft King on 
Earth ! But how wonderful art thou, O God, 
în the Manner in Whtch it pleàfeth theé ta 

. make thiheEleâ fuJEFer !• Thou doft not affliâ 
them like other Men, by the Lofs kâ Goode, 

nor by the Stfokes »of Calumny : Thou déO: 

fanâify 
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fiuiâify them by tfaeir own Ways, and makeft 
their Joy and Love the Caufe of their Defola- 
tton and Affliâions : Which makcs me tell you, 
Madam, that tbere is notfaing in the Scripture 
that fiiits youir Café better tban tfaefe Words of 
Job, How woiuUrfiJj O Lord^ is tbe Manner in 
wbicb tbou ajglieteji me! InEffeâ, whatis this 
Abfence whtch you bemoan, but tbe moft glo^ 
rious Expédition tbat any Monarcb ever under- 
took, which terrifies ail Eurepf, and not only 
tBakes the Prince of Orangey the Marquefs of 
BranJenkurgby the Duke of Bavaria turn pale, 
but even the King of Spain and the Emperor. 
Dtd ever the Sun.behold fo daring a Siège, 
whilft potent Enemies are confpiring through 
mean Jealouiy againft a Domination which by 
a truly Chriftian Modération tends only to dieir 
Peace and Repofe ? In fine, to fum up ail, what 
is this Expédition, but a frtendly Pknk offered 
to the Flimmings^^ to fave them from the Storm 
in which they are ready xo^xxîh ? Ând bow ex- 
ceffiye would be our Joy to (eçi Lewis theGreaU 
not only King of France and Navarre^ but alfo 
Duke of Brabant and Earl of Fknders ? Let this 
Thought tben, which is no poetical Flight,. but 
, the Opinion of the moft fenfible Politicians, 
alleviace your juft Grief ! Let it animate your 
Piety, and difpel the Fears you may bave for 
^e facred Perfon of a Prince, who dœs not 

carry 



( i87 ) 
turry with him Cafar and hb Fortune, but 
Juftice in his Arins, and the powerful Interefb 
of the Cttholic Religion. Pray and fiift. Ma* 
dam, gtve Alms, and go to the Communion : 
'Tis thus that the Chtilà/s^ the BatiUtft^ the 
Blanche*^ of Caftile^ behaved on fimilar Occar 
fions ; and 'ds ail that the Station, in which 
Providence has placed you, requirea from you. 

L E T T E R CLXXXU. 

7V Mr. d'Aubigné. 

Adàrcbi$f i693« 
TT is with great Concem I hear of your Ill« 
nefi ; for even your flighteft Ailments make 
me tremble, when I think of the State of your 
Soûl : It is impoffible for your Heart to be iU 
difpofed only towards God, to whom you are 
indebted for fo many good Qualities, which 
will be ufeleft to you, if not employed for his 
Sake* You are good-natured, humane, gène- 
rous, honeft, afôble, libéral to the Poor, and 
ail this without Dévotion. Vifit McfT. Thibergê 
and Brifaciir^ or fome other pious Man : I 
' mention thefe to you, becaufe I efteem them : 
Were fuch as thefe fatisfied with your Condud, 
mj Mind would be at Reft. Shall I fee ail the 
World converted except yourfelf ? Make feri« 
otts Reflétions on fo important a Point, and 
forgtve my Importunities in Confideration of 

my 
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my Friendfhip: If it be true> as fome woidd 
perfuade me» that the Frefident Bignon does yet 
reraember our former Acquaintance, I defire 
you would afllire hio), that I retain for him ail 
that £fteein he defenres, and a gratrful Senfe of 
the Kindnels he formerly had for me. Re- 
commend to him the Concem of the Duke Jk 
RichelUu: *Tts demandÎAg of bi«n Juftice; in 
vain would it be to afk iiim for any thing dfe» 
Adieu; yoa don't anlWei^.the Letcera I fend 
you : Few treat aie in that Manner : But l 
fliall £orj(ive you^ as it^s fo rare a Café. 

LE T TER CLXXXm. 

Frm Cardinal * Ottoboni . ta Atadamt 

de Maintenons 

J^ofi iBtiftrious and moft txceîlent Lady-^ 

•T^HE Merit equal to the Quality whîch our 

Lord acknowledges> in your Excellency,. 

obliges him on this Occafion to gîve you a 

Teftioiony of hîs Afi^ion : Thereforc hb 

« 

* This^ Cardinal 'was afterwards Pope Alexander 
'VÎII Hegot a Cardinales Hat'without being at 
. any Expence for it : He^erfoaded the famous Dmtra 

Olympia» the Sovereiga Difpenfer of Favours> that 
' he would give her a nugni£cent Beaufet of Plate and 
' a very fine Pearl Necklace, which he Ihewed her : A 
-Fortnight âfcbr dbere Wâl^ a^pjponkotio» of Cardinals» 
\VPiV/\àdxOtteb9ni was in^luded; uppir which he im- 
' mediately'returned the Necklace and the Plate tothe 

^râdèfman who had lent it to him. 

V * HolinefS), 



HoKne(S) in fcnding Monfignor Trevifani to the 
Court of Frwufj charges him to watit upon your 
Excellency in his Name, and to ddiver you a 
Brief from him. Monfignor Trevifani will alfo 
acquaint your Excellency wîth my particular At-^ 
tachaient to you. I hop(; you will let me knovr 
how far you arc perfuaded of it^ by the Com- 
mands with whlcli you will bonour me. I kift 
die Hands of your Excellency^ whôfc moil 
humble and moft obedient Servant I am. 

L E T T E R CLXXXIV. 

Frô^ tbt Dauphin to the famé. 

T Entreat you to believe me the beft of your . 

Fiiends : Your Lettcr has given me fo much 
Pleafure, in acquainting me with the Friendfhip 
the King has for me, and that he is fatisiîed with 
my Behavîour, thati cannot forbear writing you 
a Letter of Thanks for the Information. I 
aflure you that I account you the beft Friend I 
havc ; and you will oblige me, whenevcr I do 
any thing difpleafing to the King, freely to fend 
me Notice of it, Aat I may cndeavour to da 
becter. 



LET. 
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LETTER CLXXXV. 

From tbe Abbé * de Fcnelon to thefame.' 

O^EAL for the King's Salvation xnuft not carry 
you bèyond the Bounds which Providence 
feem$ to hâve marked out for you : Tholê Mo- 
ments, which God alone can know, muft be 
watched : The right Way to prépare the King 
for the Réception of God's Grâces is not to 
tire him witb Exhortations, but to edify him, 
to fteal infenfibly intd his Heart by a milcl and 
patient Demeandr. Your Application to touch 
his Heart, to open his Eyes, to preferve him 
* from certain Snares, to give him Counfèls of 
Feace ând Modération, to exite him to eafe his 
People, and love the Church, and your Zeal to 
provide it with good Paftois, requires a great 
deal of Circumfpeâion and nxuch Prudence. 
You are the Gentinel of God in the midft of 
IfraeL Love the King ; be obedient to him, as 
Sarah was to Abraham. Refpeâ him from the 
Bottom of yaur Heart ; bok upon him as your 
Lôrd in the Order of God. It is true, Madam, 
that your Station isa Riddle ; but 'tis God bas 
made it fo: You^âKl tiot wifli for it; you did 

* The Abbé de Ftnelon^ afterwards ArcKbifhop ôf 
Camèray, fucceeded the Abbé Gobelin as JDiredor of 
Madame de Maiutenon. 

not 
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not chufe it, nor even imagine it : *Tis God'f 
Work. He conceals his Secrets from you, and 
alfo hîdes fome from the World^ which would 
furprize^ were you to reveal them as you do 
to me. 'Tis the Myftery of God; It was 
His Will that you (hould jrife to Grandeur, in 
order to fanôify thofe that are born in Gran- 
deur. You hold the Place of a Queen, and yet 
hâve no more Liberty nor Authority than the 
Wifc of a Tradefman.* 

LETTER CLXXXVI. 
. Tû Madame de St. G * ♦ *. 

Verfailksj Jprili^ 1694. 
\/¥ de Noailles has promifed me a glorious 
Campaîgn : He writes to me, that he will 
overcome the King's Enemies and his own. 
As he has always kept his Word with me, I 
dépend much upon this double Viâory. M^ 

■ 

* Mad. éU Maintenm gaîned fach an Afcendant, 
and înfpired Le^is XIV. with fo much Fondnefs, 
and fo many Scruples^ that the King, foUowing the 
Advîce of Father La Chaife, fecrctly married her in 
1686. in a litde Chapel at the £nd of ah Apart- , 
menty fince ufed by the Duke of Bur^umfy. The 
Archbifhop of Paris gave the nuptial Bencdiftion. 
Lenvis XIV. was then in the 48tii Year of his Age, 
and the Lady in her 52d. — It was always difputed at 
Court whether this Lady was married or not : They 
regarded her as the King's Choice, without paying 
her the Refpeft duc to a Queen. Voutaike. 

di 



êi Lupfemhdùrg knows not what ît* Î5 to fly ; he 
has got a Habit oF winning Battles, and takes 
Towns as it.were by way of Amufement. yoy^ 
tufs ztii di.Ltrgis 2J» brave, and KaVe Taleats* 

tdo,<as fome iâ}t^' ï thi(^ the Kii^ has no 
gréât Efleem^fov'tbei Prince oî Badeny hisMa- 
jefty ba.good Judge,' foi that I am moretran* 
quîi than you imagine. It is true I ardently 
wiib for Peace ; but they little know me, who 
imagine I prefer it to the 'King's Gbiy. It i» 
not that I hinder him from going to Flan^ers : 
I would^ with Pleafiire foHôw hhn thither.* A 
Refle£doQ' of Madame^ Ludâj whkh I did 
not.give into, has broke ofFthat Defign 5 and I 
own to you that I am not forry for it. What 
Glory could he acquire in bqitixig the Prince of 
Ôrangij who is fç accuftomed to Defeats î 

L E T T E R CLXXijCVil; ' 

To the famé. 
V M4^ 12. 

T HAVE haij two Month^ in my Hands a Copy 
dian £xpa/kion on Solomon^s Sflng: Sop^e. Paf- 
fages in it are oUbisé, fome edifying, ftn4 tbere 
are ôthers which I can by no'Means apprdvé of. 
The Abbé de Fenelon has told me, that Û\tft)ort 
Method contained the Myftcries of the fublîmeft 
Dévotion, fetting aflde a.few t^rifiing ÇxprelEons 
that are toheifoundin^tbe -Writi^gs^f^the vnj^ 
v* ftical 
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ftical Divines. I rcad a Scrap of it to the Kingi 

who told me it was ail an idle Dream. He has 
not yet made a fufficient Progrefs in Piety to re- 
lifh this Peifeâion. I hâve earneftly defired 
Madame di Brinsn not to put thefe Books into 
the Hands of our Sifters. Such fpiritual Food 
îs too ftrong for them : They muft havc a Dîct 
fuitable to their Years. Neverthele(s, Madame 
Guton édifies them. I hâve entreated her to 
leave o(F vifiting them, but could not refufe to 
let them read the Lettcrs of a Woman of fuch 
Piety and good Morals. The Archbifhop of 
Parti feems mtghcily exafperated againft her; 
yet hc owns, that her Errors are more dan- 
gerous in their Confequences than in their Prin- 
ciples, and that there is more to be feared than 
çenfured in them. Let us. pray God to teach 
hîs Ways to thofe whom he has charged with 
guîding us to hrm. 

L E T T E R CLXXXVm. 

* Madame Guion to Madame de 

Maintenon. 

Pari s f y une 7, 1694. 
pERMIT me, Madam, to throw myfelf at 
your Feet, and commit my Salvation and 

* A ccîebrated Quietift, confined to a Convent 
în 1687, as a Pcrfon diforder'd in her Mitid, but 
rcftored to Liberty by the Intereft of Mad. iie Main- 
tenon. In 1695 Ôie was confined in Prifon 2Lt Fin- 
c^nesy as a Perlon dangerous to the State. 

K my 
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my Honotir ta your Carç. For tkcfe eightan 
Years paft the Love of God bas beea my cou** 
ftaot Scudy and Occupation* I fréquent oonc 
but pious People : I fpeak, I write to none but 
my Frtends, wbofe Zesd and Virtue thc whole 
World is acquainted with : I hâve Jio Coonec- 
âons wUh any Perfoo^ futpicious to the Churcfa. 
or to the State. Neverdielefs, I am overwhehned 
with Calumnies from ail Qiuiiters; they vent 
tbeir Spleen and lUge agaioft tnc^ they blackcn 
my Morals» and throw Sufpiciom on my Coa* 
duâ; both paft and prefent : They fay I am a 
Rebel to the Cburch, that I want to (et up a 
Religion of my own broacbing, that I think 
myfelf more enlightened than the Sorbonrui I^ 
who know nothing but Jefus Chrift crucified. 
M. BoJJiut knows how obedient I am to my 
Pire£tors : He bas told me that I am harmle& 
as a Dove, and ofFered me a Certificate of my 
being at prefent a good Catbolic ; but he ha% in- 
terdiéted me the Sacraments, and I hajve abftain-» 
ed thefe three Months from the Bread of Hea- 
vcn : Yet though my Soûl is racktd with Afflic- 
tion, I murmur not againft that Decidon. My 
Life bas hitherto been irreproachable, but I 
am accufed of fcaodalous Vices. I befeech you, 
Madam» by that pure Love which God fhewed 
to Men in dying for them, I befeech you to de« 
Cre the King to appoint Commii&ries to make 

I an 
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tu îrtqmiry ttetraofdîrtafy înte thf Life âtfd kf âri- 
nersi that being purged artd cleated of thé 
ttrociotts Ciiméâ làtd to my Charge, the Eata* 
minatton of snf Doùfint rttaj afterwards bé 
taken in Fixnid wrth lefs ParttaKty. Will yofvl 
DOt (breen me frollit the Injttftice of Mftnkind, 
jxniy M2td3Mky wtky kncrvr thcf Depth of their 
Malice i 

LETTER CLXXXIX. 

From ibé/ame to thefam. 

XTTHILST I waffonly accufed, Madam, of 
^^ prayk^gy andteachingoihtfrs^liovrtoprayf 
I was coittented to remaiii in OUcurity. I ap-* 
prehended, that as I neitber (polee nor wrote Xiê 
any body, I (hould give Satis&élioii to sdl the 
World, appeafe tAy Enemîes;, modeiate ûm 
Zeal of certain Perfons of Probity^ whoft UiW 
eafinefs proceeded only from the Biafs whick 
Calumny gave dienv : But now I htar tbat I 
am accAifed of Thing? in which Honour is con« 
cerned, and that they talk of Crimes. I think 
my Duty to thoChurch, to my Family, artd ta 
myfelf, calls upon me to bring the Truth to light* 
I therefore demand of you, Madam, a Pièce 
of Juftice which has nevcr been refufed to any 
body, even in the moft barbarous Nations, nor 
to the greateft Crimmals ; and that is to bring * 
me to a Trial, to get Conunîflàriea appointed, 

K 2 haïr 



( 19$ ) 
' half of the Laity and half of the Clergy, ail of 
known Probity, and free from Préjudice ; for 
Probity alone is not (ufEcient in an Ââàir con* 
cerning, which Âbundance of People hâve been 
prejudiced by Calumny. If you obtain me this 
Faveur, and I conjure you Madam by the 
Wounds of Jefus Chrift to obtain it, 1 will re- 
pair to any Prifon that you or the King may 
pleafe to ap'^oint, and v^ill take with me only a 
GirI that bas attended me thefe fourteen Years. 
Should God make manifeft the Truth, you 
will fee that ,1 am not altogether unworthy that 
ICindnefs with which you formerly honoured 
me : But fhould it be the Will of God to fuffer 
me to be crufhed by the Efforts of Calumny, I 
fliall adore his Juftice, and chearfully fubmit ; 
tiegging of him the Punifhment which thofe 
Crimes deferve. 

LETTER CXC. 

From Madame de Maîntenon to the Duke 

de Chevreufc. 

■^OU may tell Madame Guion that I ha^e 

again fpoke to the King, and that he 

grcâtly approvcJ of a new Examînation of hcr 

Wri'tings : For this Purpofe Perfons of great 

Viriue and Learning will be employed ; and of 

this you may,affure hcr. I very fincerely wifh 

^ her Tenets may not be found crroneous, 

L E T. 
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L E T T E R CXCL 

To tbe Duke de Beauvilliers. 

T NEVER gave any Crédit to the Reports 
fpread about the Morals of Madame Guhn i 

I think them yerjr good and very pure ; but her 
Doébine is bad, at leaft in the Confequences 
tfaat may be drawn from ît. In juftifying her 
Morals, it is to be feared her Opinions may be 
propagated, and that fuch Perfons as are àlready 
fêduced^ may thereby think them authorize<h 
It is better once for ail to canyafs thoroughly 
what relates to her Doârine ; after which ail 
the reft will £ill of itfelf. I wiU ftrenuoufly 
labour to compafs this. 

LETTER CXCir. 

To Madame de St. G * * *. 
A NOTHER Letter from Madame Gulàn ! 
That Woman is very troublefome. It is 
true fhe is unfortunate. She now defîres me 
to get the Bifliop of Chalons and the Reâor of ' 
Su Sulpitius jo'ined in Commif&on with the Bi* 
fhop of Meaux^ in order to judge definitively 
the Points on which her Faith is fufpeâed. She 
promifes me a blind Obédience. I know not 
whether the King may be willing to gîve this 
farther Mortification to tbe Archbifhop of Paris ^ 
for, in fbort, as this Herefy has been broached 

K 3 in 
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ia his Dioceiêy itbelongs to faim firft to pafs 
Sentence on it ; and you j|iay dépend upon it, 
he will ftickle for his Prérogatives. . Fenelon is 
xoo pious net tp believe that a Mao may lovp 
God purely for fais S^ke» and has toc muck 
Senfe to think that a Man immerfed ia thç moft 
ibameful Vice^ ca^ k)v« him at ail : He hat 
protefted to me» that he intermcddle» ih thif 
AiFair with no qthisr View, than thaïC tfae 
Sentiments of truly devQut Soûls n^y not b« 
condemned tfajroifgh InattçntiiQ^* H« i$ nft Ad^ 
vocate for Madame Quhn^ tbough he is faft 
Friend : He is the Dçf^n^er of Pie^y 9^4 
ChriQ.an PcvriÇjQ.iQn* I r^Iy pa hi^ Wqfdt be^ 
caufe I hâve met with few. M§a fo finçQTf • 

l. E T T E R CXCm. 

From Cardinal GuaUerio H Madame da 

MaintenOiO. 

Jufy 14, i«9S. 
"flirERE I capable of obeying you, Madam, 
.1 ihould k)ok upon your Commands as 
the moft glorious Fortune that could happen 
to me. I beg'you would bc pleafed to honour 
me with your Ordcrs at ail Times, in aH Places, 
and upon ail Occafions, without any Referve, 
and with ail that abfolute Authoricy you may bc 
perfuaded you hâve over me. 

LE T- 
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LETTER CXCIV. 
ro Madam de St. G ♦ ♦ ♦. 

V€rjailbsj AUrch 125 1696. 
P^VERY body is fick; the King has the 
Tcrttan Ague, Fathcr la Cbaife a vioknt 
Colil, the Duke of Bnrgnmfy a Pain in his Head, 
and lAzAzmtdu LudeziïA I are in the Vapours : In 
ihort, 'lis melancholy enough. Madame Momaj 
alone beroically bean up againft the Change of 
the SeafoQ. We are very melancholy £nee dit 
Abfence of Mademoiiêllc tAumah: I greatly 
longto fee that ReUreat at S/. Cy finîlhed. W« 
are promîfed Peace before the Elïd of thîs Year. 
The King wIU labour at it> by continutng to 
beat the Ailles \ efpecially l^ drawing ofF tfae 
Duke of Sa^a^ from tfat Confederacy. M^ 
dame h Ahutefpan is parting ivith ail her Jewels, 
and is herfdf furprixed at the Number and Value 
of thsni. My Girh arc no Refource to me 
againft MeUncholy. From Morning ttU Night 
I am taken up with decîding their Différences 
and prevcnting Difcords : I had rather hâve an 
Empire to govern : I bave refolved to fend back 
little 4b Chaumont Co her Parents in as polite a 
Manner as I am able : 1£ you approve not of 
it, tell me your Miiul tngenuouOy $ but I think 
it muft be done for the Sake of good Order* 
I am afraid of taking up Things with too much 
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Afpertty, and am almoft as much apprebenfive 
of bcîng taxed wîth relenting too cafily. I am 
old ; I. may be prejudiced ; and at my Age 
it is but too commpn to behave like one of the 
laft Century. I hâve raifed myfelf above the 
Tattle of this Place ; . but bave not ^e famé 
Fortitude in regard to the Judgments paflèd on 
my Aâioxis where you livc. 

LETTER CXCV, 

From Cardinal Janfon fo Madame de 

Maincenon. 

Romij May ij» 1696. 

T HAVE receivcd, Madam, with due Refpeô, 

the Letter wfaich you hâve done me the Ho- 

nour to Write to me, along with that for the 

Pope, which I delivered to him, and with which 

he was a good deal afFeâed : He bas expreflèd 

lo me an infinité Efteem for your Perfon and 

your Virtue. I afked him Indulgences for the 

Ladies of Si. Cyr^ after I had given him a par- 

.ticular Account of ail the Rules and Praâices 

ofthat Houfe, which bave edified him. He bas 

.ordcred Cardinal jilbanoy Secretary of the Briefs, 

to get Indulgences difpatched in the moft ample 

,Forms, as. wcll for the Nuns as for the young 

.Ladies educated there, andevenfor thofewho 

.(hall vifit their Church once in a Yean 

L E T. 
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L ET TER CXCVL 

To Madame de St. G * * * 

Maintenons Augujî 24, 1696. 

T AM not furprized at the difFcrenç Opinions 
concernîng the Paftoral Inftruâion. of thc 
Archbifhop of Paris, Thîs firft Step of his was 
difficulté, and' ail impartial Perfons, that havc 
read it^ agrée that he has acquittéd himfelf of it 
with a great dea} of Prudence. Certaîniy th^ 
Kirtg will be fatisfied with it. The Jèfùits wiH 
not forglve his raifing himièlf to the See of Paris 
without their Participation : If they vex me, I 
Ivill entreat the Pope to make him a Cardinal. 
The firft Church of the Kingdom wanted. a 
Pvelate of. unfpotced Morals, of . a moderate, 
gentle and. Ample Charaâer, of . ar rational and 
folid Piety :. Thc Kihg thought he perceived aU 
tbefe Qualities in M. dtNoailUs : He confultcd 
with himfelf, he advifed with Mcn of Probity^ 
l)e confulted God y. and nothing i$ more true^ 
tbanthat faad he known an hpnefler Man in 
trances -h« would hâve made. him Pai^orof hi) 
Capital. Would to God that thefe Quarrels 
about Religion were as near their Concluilon 
as the War thatdivides the Princes of Europe !' 
Peace is made with the Dukeof Savoy \ and tb^ 
King:is4ifEK>red tpgive Peace to the reil of.i^Vr 

K 5 r^/A 
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rope. Tbe Princefs Adelaida of Savcy h to be 
the Knotof tbis Treqly. The Empercr wanted 
her for tbe Ktng o( tbe Romans \ bul tbe Duke 
of Burgwidy bas. carrie4 her againft hîs Rival. 
'f bis Princefs is very amiable^ but flie js very 
young : We (hatl be obltged to educafe her, 
wbicb is more plaguç s^nd trouble for us, \ çnvy 
youf Solitude and yoyr Tranqi^Uîty, and am no 
longer furprîzed that Queen Chrijiina defçended 
from the Tbrone, that (Us misht liye with Qiorç 
Freedom. 

LETTER CÎCVn, 

STd? the Ducbrfs of Savoy. 

'A L£TT£R of tbts Sort little Aiîts the Re^ 
fpeâl awe your Royal Higbnefe; but I 
believeyou will pardon ît onAocbunt ofour 
exceffive Joy for tbe Treafurt we receivc. Shc 
need not open ber Mouth to ihew us hçr Wit ; 
her Way of liftening, and ail tbe Emotion» of 
ber Couiitienance, fuffictentjy fhew- that notfamg 
efcrapes her Notice* Youf Royal Highiieft wiU 
fcarcely belieVe, thougk we can ï¥er tt €o jfou» 
bow mucb tbe Ktng is deKghted wkb bêr : Ht 
told me yeflerday, tbat be eonftraiped ilim&df» 
)eft hi» Joy (houkl appear exceffive. ThePriR» 
cefs is polite to a Degree tbat does not let her 
fay any tbing difagreeable : Yefterday I wanud 
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to décline her Careffes, and put hcr off by tcl- 
lîng her I was too old ; but flie anfwercd me, 
oh ! mt fo old. When the Kîng left the Room, 
(he ran to embrace me : She then made me fit 
down, after obrcrving my DifBculty in ftanding, 
and placing berfelf with great Condefcenfion al- 
moft on my Knecs, (he faid to me, ' Mamma 

• bas charged me to glvc y ou a thoufand Dc- 

• monftrations of her Friendfliîp, and to beg 

• y ours for mylelf : Pray, inftruô me well 

• in every Thing whereby I may pleafe the 

• King.* Thefe are her Words, Madam ; but 
the gay, .the fweet,- the gEaceful Air with 
which they werc uttered, is not to be expreffed 
in a Letter. 

L B T T E R CXCVIII. 

7o Madame de F * * *. 

ALLThingj are çarried tQ déplorable Extre- 
mities. . The King is much concerned A 
what he knows, but he knows not. the Wholc* 
Tboiê wbo imputjq ail tbefe Misfortunes to me> 
gf<eat\y wi;ong ipe : Were it true tbat I med^ 
dled in every thing, they pught furely fometimet 
to afcribe good Counfels- to me« I bave been in 
high Favour thefe tcn Years ; I bave donc no 
Harm to any one, yet hâve made a great Number 
of Malecontents ; I never committed eitber 

Wickedntti 
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Wlckednefs or Injuilice. The King has often 
refleâed on me for my Modération } which if 
much better than upbraiding me for my Im- 
portunity. With that Infenfibility which I 
thoughti had for thé Things of this World, and 
cfpecially for thc Refleâions of Libertines» I 
now iind I hâve madë no greater Progrefs than 
ivhen I began to reftrain and overcome my Hu-i 

mours and Paffions. L ^ gives me a vaft 

deal of Vexation ; he fets me at Défiance, leans 
upon the Duke de Vendome\ and will not forgivc 
me for having difcovered that he decelved me* 

LETTER CXCIX. 

^0 the famé. 

T BEG you would charge M. LaUimant to exa- 
mine carefuUy M. ♦ dt Tillemont's Papers : 
That Hiftory muft be among them. The Copy 
which I hâve in my Hands comes from him ; I 
mifs three Quires of it ; I think it is the eighth 
and the two laft. Don't tell M. Lallemant that 
diis Search concerns me : It might make him 
fafpeft fomcthing. Every thing is taken for 
F'arty Spirit by certain Folks. I bave feen the 

.'. * Sehafiian U Nain de TiliemtHt^ bom at Paris in 
1637, thcDifcipie of Nicohy Author of an Ecole- 
fialtical Hiftory s died in 1698. 

Abbé 
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Abbé de * Choifjj and found hîm (b rationaU 
that when I compare him with what he was for- 
merly, I feel a Pleafure in fecing hlm. But, 
dear Child, <jrace performs many other won* 
ders. 

L E T T E R ce. 

^0 tbe famé. 

T Know cvery thing that is thrown on the 
Duke du Maine. .They cannot fucceed in 
their Defign to fet us at Variance : He oflFered 
to gîve me the cleareft Proofs, and I hâve dc- 
clined them. If he is guilty, it is in fuch a trîfle, 
that I fliould be to blâme to take Offence at 
it. *Tis a Sentiment of filial Love, and how 
can I condemn it, I that hâve done ail poffible 
to make him love his Môther more than me, 
without having been able to compafs it ? I 
tloubt not but Madame de Monte/pan would hâve 
been cxtremely glad of a fîgnal Rupture, but I 
fliall take Care never to give her that Pleafure. 

LETTER CCI. ^ 

To tbe famé. 
|AUR Ad vices from Poland are fo agreeable,' 
tl)at I could not refufè the Princefs of Conti 

♦ Francis de Choify^ born at Rcum in 1 644 ; fent 
with a public Charaéler to Siam ; Aathor of divers 
Works, the beft of which is his Memoirs, He died 
in 17 10. 
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what fte has fo long wifhed for. The Abbé • 
dB Polignac givcs to that wholc Family an Aîr 
of Grandeur which is not difpleafing. The 
Prince will fet out to-morrôw j 'tis a Kttle late, 
but the Misfortune 1$ irréparable. Madame de 
Simone foUows her Caprices» and you know 
v^hat ihe is. I hâve left her to take her own 
Courfe. I hâve àlways repented my endeavour- 
ing to direâ Women : Men are mpre traâabk 
and docile. 
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LETTER CCH. 

3tf the famé. 

Wifhes and Prayers are at laft heard ; 
I never bad any Pleafure equal ta that 
which I ïiQW feel. I congratulate you on y oui 
Triurnph : Your Joy is mine 1 1 feel it eritirely* 
Thi^ Compctitorfliip alarmM me : AJl Things 
changed in a Moment* Let us afcribe the 
Whole to htm who difpenfes Pro^erity and Ad<^ 
vèrfity as he pleafes : Tliis is ever the Burden of 
my Song ; ànd vhen you corne to ipy Years, you 
will find how plealà^t it ia to refer to Providence 
aU tbç Qàotf of foFtunate Slvents. 

* Milchior de FoliniaCf Cardinal» bom at FeJé^ 
ui i66a ; 4 Pattem for Nc§oëatp|9 : 4 good LéUtB 
^Qttu h^âkim 174U 

• • • ■ 
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LETTER CCm. 

F^om the Duke * de Vendôme to Madame 

de Maintenon. 

I^EXT to Goà I am indebted, Madam, to 
you for ail the Favours I receive from thr 
King : SufFer me to exprefs my Qratitude for 
them. The Idlenei^y eut of which you hav^ 
drawn me» did not well fuit the PajQion I havç 
had from my Youth up for his Majefty's Ser. 
vice. If I hav^ »ny Succeft anj reàp any Glor}-, 
I ihall be your Debtor qn thefe Scores, and 
whether fortunate or unfortui^ate^ . I Q^û\ evçr 

LETTER CCIV. 

To Madmè de Sr. G * * *. 

V^failUij, May 25, ibi^y. 

'T^HË takiog pf Bar£el9na,y 4^ 9i^4 C^r^ton 
4^na.y gîvçs the King aA Oppoitupity tç 
CQnvincç thp AU^es pf hi$ fîncere Jnclini^pn tp 
Pe^ce : Hg n^y ^çiîitatc the Çopclvmoa of it^ 
by iipt infi^inç on th« Cop^itions which hîf 
Viâprles and Çpnqug(|s feem to ai^tho^ia^ea wi^hn 
out derpga^ici|r froin M« GJQiy : He ip^y çvç^ 
W^it tbe Tçriii whicb he h^& fi|cç4 for thcif Ac-' 

• Lomi Jofifh^t Dnke </^ Veniomiy General of the 
Gallies of ^ra^ffip. l$^4^ ^ W ^7*^* 

ceptancf 
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ceptance of thofe Conditions. AU the Reftitn- 
tions ofFéred by the King hâve pccafioned warm 
Debates hère : They are tired of the War, zné 
yet think it a little (bameful to give up what has 
coft fo much Toil and Blood. For my Patt, I 
think it is glorious to reftore what has been 
taken, provided we be not conftrained to do it 
by a fuperior Force: Such a Step cannot but bc 
looked upon as an EfFeâ of the King's Gênera^ 
£ty. 

LETTER CCV. 

To the famé. 

'^ JiA'ADJME is wt,xy well fatisfied: The 
King has promifed to obb'ge the £lec- 
tor Palatine to give her evcry Ycar^diree hun- 
dred thoufand Livres, until her AfFaiZ be de- 
cided by Arbitrators. We (hall not abandon 
CTÎrdindl Furjhmèergy though his Conduét has 
given but little Satisfaâion : He has wrote mè 
very preffing Letters, and they hâve made an 
Impreffion on the King. In fine^ we begih to 
breathe, aiid from henceforth we ihall bave no- 
thîng to miind but ouf SalVatîôn. I daily tlianlc 
God for 'the pàcîfic Sentiments with which hc 
has înfpired the King : *Tis a great Bleiling to 
htm and to his P< oplc : You know how much 
he was averfe to it firm^rly^ Dev.otion inakes 

î The JDnchçft I>D\^agôr Ot Orléans. ' 
. .. . the 
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the Heart rdent at theMiferies of Mankitt<)> 
smd gives the Mind clear Ideas of true Glory. 

L E T T E R ÇCVI. 

Ttf the famé. 

VerfaiUeSy Dez. lO. 
'T^HEY are undcr a Miftakë : A Tafte for 
Pleafures is extinguUhed in the King*s 
Heart : Âge and Dévotion hâve taught him to 
make ferious Refleâions on the Vanity and £mp- 
tinefs of cvery thing he was formerly fond of ; 
and he daily makes fome Progrefs in the Way$ 
of God : It is not without Reluâance that he 
affifls at the Théâtres and Fellivities, and he b&- 
moan$ wîth me the Neceffity which his Dignîty 
lays him under to partake of Diverilons for 
which he has no longer any Relifh. The Prin- 
ccfs of Savoy grows every Day more charming : 
The Duke of Burgundy doats upon her. It has 
been ordered that he Ihàll vifit her only on the 
Footing of a Miftrefs : She Ihed Tears at the 
News, and faid, what ! am I not his Wife ? 
She afterwards laughed at it, and promifed me 
to be always cruel to him, till the King (hould 
command her to ufe him otherwire. This Chîld 
makes us fpend many an Hour pleafantly : The 
Duchefs of Savoy has well tutor'd her \ the King 
has no Refolution to deny her any thing ; the 

Ladies that attend her are loaded with Prefents. 

Thcre 



There is nothing but Rejoîctngs to be feen bere: 
As foon as the Feftivities are ovcr we fliall bt 
more at eafe, but not Uh gay : My Letters 

alfo fball be longer } but mj AfFeâion for yoa 
can never encreafe. 

LE T TER CCVII. 

Frmf$ Carâimd Aquaviva to Madame de 

Maintenons 

Tl^OST illuftrious and moft excellent Lady, 
how earneft focver my Defire h?s alway» 
been to let your Excellency know with what 
Refpeâ I am devoted to you, I never dared to 
take that Liberty. The Dignity of Cardinal, 
with which the Holy Father has lately honoured 
me» makes me bolder, becaufe it may perhaps 
Tavour me with the Opportun ity, I havc fo long 
wîQicd for,, that of being ferviccable toyour 
Excellency, whenever y ou honour me with 
your Commands. The Prinçefs des Urjins^ who 
has fo long been acquainted with the Inclina- 
tions of my Heart, wili be a good Guarantee for 
my Attachinent to your Excellency, as (lie fo 
well knows my Attachmcnt to my Mafter the 
Catholîc King, and to hls moft Chriftian Ma- 
l^iiy., I am with the moft profound Refpeâ, i^c. 



LET- 



(tu ) 

LETTER CCVIIL 

Frcm tbe Ducbefs of Burgundy to the fanu. 

Tburfilay^ 1698. 
T AM conceroed beyond Meafure, my dear 
Aunt, that you ibould be angry with me : I 
afllire you I do not inuch deferve it, and that 
from MornLng tUl Night my wbole Study 
ts to pleafe you, and abftain from Follies and 
Non&nfe, in order to render myfelf v^rtby 
of your Friendihip. I platnly perceive it îs out 
of Tendernefs for me that you are fo fevere 
about çvery thing that concerna me. I afiure 
you» in the Stories that hâve beea told yoi* 
of me» there are many Tbings whiçh ane not 
true. But I too well fee, you begin to dlflik» 
me» and that in a little Tixne your Love for me 
will be quite loll. You would be ii» tbe Right 
to love me no longer^ were it true that I put oa 
a Difguire with you, and did not tell you the 
Truth, as you fçem to fufpedl. And what is 
tlie Confequence of this ? If you tbink me a 
Liar, it is impoillble for you not to defplfe me \ ' 
if you look upon me with Contempt, the Kîng 
will do the f^me ; and if the King defpifcs me» 
my Café will be dcfperate, Yc6 j I am aiready 
in Defpair, when I think; that I am going to 
forfcit yourFriencKhip; and'tis notfomqch thro' 
my own Fault, as by falfe Reports ; in order 

ta 
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to avert this lam ready (o undertake whaterer 
70U can command. 

LETTER CCIX. 

From tbe famé to tbe fame.^ 

T Befeech y ou, dear Mamma, not to gîvc Crc« 
dit to every thing that may be faid againft 
me : They will report to you many Stories that 
are falfe : V\\ now tell you tbe Truth. The 
Duke of Burgundy came into my Clofet this 
Morning at cleven o'Clock j it was not from 
me that he had Notice I (hould be alone. I was 
looking after my Pidgeons ; hc fat down, told 
me. that I was brilk and lively, and ail on a fud- ' 
den ftew at me, like a Bîrd of Frcy, to play thc 
Fool with me. I repulfed him, and got loofè 
from his Arms : He was ugly enough to frighteii 
one : For that Time he only gave me a Kifs ; I 
fmartly reprîmanded him, and faid, that I would 
let my dear Aunt know it. He anfwered me» 
be had it from good Hands that this was the 
Way of playîng with one's Miftrefs. I toH 
bim that I would no longer be his Miftrefs ; he 
replied, Be my Wife then, and fell upon me 
again. Madame Mornay came in at that very 
Inftant : She will aiFeâ to tell you a great deal 
of Harm of me ; bue tndced I bave told you the 
whole Truth. 

LET- 
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LETTER CCX. 

To Madame de St. G * * *. 

Verfâilles^ March \^ 1698. 
T AM fctding my Nîeces the Bufinefs is done^ 
fo bc quick with your Compliment on thîs 
Occafion* It cofts my Brother an hundred 
thoufand Livres \ I giv.e fix hundred thoufand, 
and tbe King a Million : you fee the Gradation 
is pretty well obferved. M. de Noailles gîves his 
Son twenty thoufand Livres a Year, and fecures 
to him double that Income after his Death. 
TheKing, who does nothing by Halves, gives to 
M. (TAytn the Survivorfhip in the Governments 
of his Father. A fine Match I It will make the 
Marfhal die qf Joy. His Son is a prudentMan j 
he loves the King, and is béloved of him $ :he 
fears God, and will be blefTed of him : He 
has a fine Régiment, and Penfions will be an- 
nexed to it : He likes his Profeffion, and will 
diftinguifh himfelf in it. In fine, I am highly 
pleafed with this AfFair. When Mademoifdle 
fAubigni was born, I did not forefee fo much 
Happineis. ' She is well educated, and has more 
Prudence than is common at her Age : She is 
both pious and rich. Do you think M. de 
Noailles has made a bad Bargain ? I believe both 
Sides are contented, and are ready to confefs 
they would havd been fatisfied with lefs. Adieu, 

my 



mj deireft ; yoti are rerj fenfible I hâve not 
Time to wrile long LeCters ; at leaft it b not 
fit I Ihould feem to hove tt. 

LETTER CCXI. 

Prom fbi Diubifs of Burgundy $o Madame 

de Maintenoa. 

T AM txotSbrdy forry, my dear Aiiiit, tb«t I 
always dîTpkafe yoii. I am finnly ttCohftd 
fk> amenda and tm (daynor moue at that ùâ 
Game tint makes me lolé my Money and yoar 
Fiîendfliip. I befeech you not to fpeak of it, 
bi Cafe I keep tbe Refolutton I hâve taken. I 
fltali not be abk to confole my felf, fireing I bave 
been &€ Cayfe of your AAiâions, nor will I 
rmr fergîre tbat cttr(ed Lanfqtunet. I hope my 
future Conduft will atone for my Fauks, and 
tbat I ffaall regain your Friend£hip. Ail I wifll 
ior, a to make myfelf an amiable Princefi by 
my Bebaviour : I flatter myfelf that I am not fo 
bx gone in Years, or my Réputation ib moch , 
tamiâiedy but that I may in Time accomplifli 
this, I am di&raâed at the Tboughts of h»rtng 
diiplesifed ycm. I bave ferfaken God, and he 
bas forfaken me: I hope widi hia Help, wfaicli 
I heartily pray for, I fliall be able to amend. Re* 
ftore me, dear Mamma, your Efteem and your 
Frtendlhlp, of whicb I baye rendered myièlf 
unworchy : I afluneyoo I will deièrve it : It will 

requirc 
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re<;^ire a great deal of Time, but ft &all be 
from henceforth my foie Study* 

LETTER CCXII* 

From Racine to tbefame. 

Purisy Âfûrch^y 169S. 
Y Hsul refolvedy Madam, to write to y ou aboul 
die Tax» that has fo greatly dîfordered my 
little Concerns ; but difliking my Lettei^ I only 
drcw up a. t Mémorial» which Marfiial s k 
generoudy ofibred to put inco your Hands, with 
a Re(|ue% to prefeat it to his Majefty.-— >— Thi9« 
Madam, is an ingenuous Account of my Beha* 
vtour in that Affair : But I hear that I bave ncfw 
a much more terrible one upon my Ifends. I 
coofefs to you, that whilft I was fe often giving 
this Leflbn in tbe Play of Bfihir^ King^ drivi 
çvmy Caluftmyj l little expeâed to bemyfelf one 
Day attacked by it» I am reprefented as a 
CabaUer and a Rebel to the Church. Be fo 
good, Madamy as to remember how many Times 
you hav« (aid, that the beft Qiiality you found - 
in me, iwas, that I (ubmitted Hke a Child to ail 
tbatthe Church believed and comoianded, even 

* This I etter has been prxnted in die Memoirs oC 
yohft Racine, 

f That Mémorial, as wc find în the aéth Chap- 
ter tÂVùUairt^ Ageîflpwk XIV. proved the Ruin 

of£<i^V^ 
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In thc finalleft TKings. I hâve madc by your 
Orders near three thoufand Verfes oh pîous Sub- 
jcâs, in which I hâve fpoken frctm the Fulnefs 
of my Heart, and given Vent to ail the Senti- 
ments that moft abounded in me. Did it ever 
occur to youy that any body found one (Ingle 
Paffage in them bordering upon Error ? ■ ■ As 
for Caballing, who is it that may not be accufed 
of it, if they accufe a Man fo devoted to the 
King as I am, a Man that fpends ail his Days 
în thinking of him, informing himfelf of his 
Majefty's great Aâions, and infpiring others 
with Sentiments of Love and , Admiration ? I 
dare fay that the great People hâve been much 
fonder of my Converiâtion than I hâve been o( 
theirs ; but whatever Company I kept, God 
gave me. Grâce never to be afbamed.of the King 
nor the GofpeL There are Witncffcs ftill living, 
who could tell you hovv zealoufly they hâve of- 
ten feen me combat a certain Fretfulnefs fome- 
times incident to thofe on whom the King has 
been moft lavifh of his Faveurs. And with what 
Face could I bear witnefs tô Pofterity, that this 
great Prince received no falfe Reports^ evea 
againft fuch Perfons as were moft unknown to 
himi if I myfelf muft woefuUy expérience the 
contrary ? But I know what may hâve occa- 
fioned fo unjuft an AcQifatîon» I hâve an Aunt» 
who is ^uperior of Port Royale and to whom I 

2 think 
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tfalnk myfelf under infinité Obligations : It waa 
ihe that taught me to know God in my Infancy i 
and God was alfo pleafed to make her the In- 
ftrument of reclaiming me from the Scènes of 
Folly and Mifery, in which I was engaged du- 
ring fifteen Years of my Life« Could I, with- 
out beixig the moft worthlefs of Men» refufe 
faer my Httle Helps in that Neceflity î But to 
whom, Madam, did I apply, in order to affift 
her ? I went to Father la Chaijij and laid before 
him ail that I knew of the State of chat Houfe* 
I dare not believe that i perfuaded him, for he 
feemed pleafed with my Franknefs, and» em* 
bracing me, aiTured me that he wottid be, as 
long as he lived, my Servant and my Friend«i 
I can proteft before God, that I neither know 
nor fréquent any Man fufpeâed of the leaft In- 
novation : I fpend my Days, as retired as l 
can, with my Family, and am, as it were, ne« 
ver in the World but when I am at Marh\ l 
aflure you, Madam, that the Condition I ant 
in 18 very worthy the Compaffion which I hâve 
always perceived in you for the Unfortunate. E 
am deprived of the Honour ef feetng you : I 
fcarcely dare any longer dépend on your Pro* 
teâion, tho' it n the only Tfaing I hâve en* 
deavoured to deferve. I might at leaft feck 
ComforCin my Labours ; but judgehow they 
muft be imbittered by the Thought, that this 

L • iamc 



( 2l8 ) 

t^me great Prince, who is conftantly my 
Thème, does pérhaps look upon me as a Man 
more worthy of hîs Refentment than ofhis 
Kindnefs. I am, vriih thc moft profound Rc- 
fpeâ, £s*r. 

LE T TER CCXIIL 

l'û Madame de la Maifon-fort. 

T BEG you would remember, my dear ♦ Daugh*- 
ter, that you are a Chriftian and a Nun. 
Your Life ought to be hidden, mortified, znà 
dcprived of ail Pleafurcs. You don't repent the 
Courfe you hâve chofen : Take it then on the 
fafe fide with ail its Aufterities. You would 
hâve had more Pleafures in thc World, but, 
accord ing to Appearances, you would havè been 
loft in it. Either Racine^ in difcourfîng with 
you about the Théâtre, would hâve drawn you 
to it ; or the Ardibifhqp of Camlrqy would hâve 
fallen in with or even tranfcended your refined 
Notions, and fo made a Quietift of jou. Enjoy 
therefore the Happinefs ofSecurity. Would you 
, chufe to hâve your Hoùfe more fplendid than fo- 
kd ? What would it avail you to hâve noade a 
brilliant Figure in it, if you muft be buricd 
vnder its Ruins? Why has God given you 

f AnEjiithet madeufç of toNuns» 
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fo much Senfe and Judgment ? po yoQ think 
they are given you to pcate, to read agreeable 
Things, to judgé of Works îh Profe and Verfe, 
to compare Perfons of Merit and Authors with 
one another ? Thefe Defigns can be none of 
his. ThOjTalents he bas given you. are to be 
employed' in a grçat Wprk oçdaioed for hi^ 
Glory. Turn your Thoughts.that'Way, and 
they will be as folid as the others are frivolous« 
Ail that you bave received is to be improyed : 
You are to give an Account of it Your Mind 
muft become as fimple as your Heart. What 
would you learn» my dear Daughter ? I can af- 
fure you, upon long Expérience, that after hav- 
ing read a great deal, you'U iînd that you know 
nothing. Your Religion ought to be ail your 
Knowledge. Your Time is no longer your own i 
God bas given you as much Reafon as another 
might acquire by Readi^g. I thank him that 
you take delîght in Prayer both public and pri- 
rate : I never fee you at this Exercife without 
regretting that I am not a Nun« 
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LETTER CeXIV^* 

Yo tbe famé. 

1699» 

TT is not amifs for you tp be fbfnetimes me- 
^ lancholj : It will make you more humblci 
and you will feel by Expérience, tfaat, what- 
cver Talents we may hâve, we find lio Ref- 
fburœ wîttxin ourfelves. . You will never be 
eafy, my dear Daughter, till you love God 
iirith your whole Heart ; I don't fay it with 
refpeâ to the Profeffion you hâve engaged in % 
Solomcn bas long ago told you, that after having 
fought, and found, and tafted of ail Sorts ojf 
Pleafures, he confeflèd, that befides loving God 
and ferving him, ail was Vanity and Vexation 
of Spirit. Oh I that I could give you my Esc- 
perience ! That I could make you fenfible of 
that Uneafinefs that preys upon the Oreat, and 
•how difficult they find it to employ thcîr Days ! 
Don- 1 you iee that I pine away with Melancholy 
in the JEieight of a Fortune my Imagination 
could hardly hâve imagined ? And that nothing 
but God's Affiftance keeps me from finking 
under it ? I hâve been young and handfome, 
I hâve tafted Pleafure, I hâve been beloved 

* • If any thing could fliew the Vanity of Ambi- 
tion, fays FûUaire, it would certainly be thi> Letter. 
Jge of Lewis XIV, Fçl. zd. f. 7g. wherc a Paflkgc 
from it is q^uoted* 



cvery where. In a mqte advanced Age, I 
pafled Years in an Interchange of intelleflual 
Pleafurcs. — ^I at laft attaîned the higheft Favour, 
and I proteft to you, my dear Girl, that ail Sta- 
tions leave afrightful Vacuum, an Uneafinefs, or 
Wearinefs a Defire of kno^ing fomething more, 
becaufe în ail this there is nothing that gives full 
Satisfaâion. We find no Reft till we hâve 
givcn ourfelves to God ; but ît muft be with 
that determined Will which I fometimes talk to 
you about. Then we find that there Is nothing 
farther to be fought, that we hâve attained ta 
that which is the only good Thing in this 
'World, We meet with Vexations, but we 
hâve at the famé Time a folid Confolatîon, and 
Peacé of Heart In the midft of the greateft Af- 
fligions. 

L E T T E R CCXV. 

To the famé. 

/^AN we be devout whch wc pleafe ? Yes, 
my dear Daughter, we may; it is not 
lawful for us to think that God's Affiftance will 
fail us ; Sefk andytfl)aU findy inoek at the Dùor^ 
mnd it JbaH te opemd t$ you j cheie are his owa 
Words ; but we muft feek him with Humility 
and Simplicity. St* Paul knew much more than 
Ananias ; he neverthelefs goes tohim, and learns 
from htm what he was to do. You wiU never 

JLr 3 Icarn 
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Jearn this of yourfçlf. Be humble. You havc 
fome Remains of Prlde, which you difguife^ to 
yourfelf, and mîftake for Wit : No longer har- 
bour them ; much lefs fliould you feck to gratify 
ft with a Confeflbr. The moft fimple Confeflbr 
is the beft for you, and you ought to fubmit to 
him as a Child. How will you be able to bear 
up under the Crofles which God may fend you 
in the Courfe of your Life, if you ftumble at 
the Accent of a Norman or a Picard, or diflike a 
Man becaufe he îs lefs fublime than Racine ? He, 
poor Man, would hâve much edified you, had 
you bcen Witnefs to his Humîlity in his Sick- 
nefs, and how pénitent he appeared for his witty 
Inquiries : He did not then look out for a fafhion* 
able Direâor ; he faw none but an honeft Prieft 
of his own Pariih. I hâve feen another great 
Genius, ihe Author of fome fine Pièces, which 
he avoided prînting, becaufe he would not be 
ranked as an Author : And he burnt them ail ; 
a few Fragments only of his remain in my Me- 
mory. Let us not, then, fpend our Time upon 
what we muft foon or late abjure. You hâve not 
yet lived many Years, and ftill you bave your 
Softnefs of HeaTt and Delîcacy of Mind to re^ 
nounce. Go to God, my dear Daughter, and 
ail Things (hall be givcn you. Apply to me as 
often as you pleafe : I fhould be glad to lead 
you to God : In fo doing I contribute to his 

Gloiy i 
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Glory ; bchold the Happinefs of a Pcrfcn I fiave 
always had a particular Friendfhip for, and db 
great Service to an Inftitution that is far froni. 
being indifFerent to me. 

L E T T E R CCXVI. 

To thi Duchefs of Btirgundy* 

1700- 
XJOPE net for perfed Felicity: There îs 
none upon Earch \ and if there was, U 
vrould.not be at Court. 

Grandeur hw its AiHiâîons, and frequently 
more fcvere than thofe of privatc Perfons* Li 
private Life^ Men inure themfelves to Vexa- 
tions : At Court this Habit is not to be acquîred. 

Our Sex is ftill more expofed to fufFer, inaf- 
much as weare always in aState of Dependence»^ 
Be. neitber forry for^nor afhamed of tbis Depsn- 
dence on a,Hufband, nor of any oihers that ace 
*n the Order of Providence. 

Lct the Duke of Burgundy be your beft Friend. 
and your only Confident. 

Hppc not for perfcâ Peacc from. your Unioa : 
The beft Marriages are thofe where they bear 
alternately with one another in Mildnefs and 
Patience. There never was any without fome 
Contradiâion. 

Be complaifant 'without fetting too great a 
Value on your Civilities. 

L 4^ Requirà 
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Requîre not cqualReturns of Friendihip: 
Men are commonly lefs tender than Women 5 
and you will be unhappy, if you are délicate i» 
Friendfhip : 'Tis a Commerce in which one 
{hould always be Creditor. 

Prayto God to keep you from Jealoufy : Hopc 
not to reclaim a Hufband by G6mplaints,Taunts 
and Reproaches. The only Method is Patience 
and a fweet Temper : Impatience fours and alie* 
nates the Heart j Mildnefs brings it back. 

In making a Sacrifice of your Will, make no 
Claims on that of a Hufband: Men are fiill 
more felf-wiU'd than Women, becaufe they are 
brought up with lefs Conftraint. They are 
naturally tyrannical j they are foir Pleafures and 
Liberty, and would hâve Women renounce 
them. Inquîre not, whether their Prérogatives 
are well grounded 5 be it fufficient for you that 
they are eftabliflied : They are Mafters ; and 
there remains nothing^ but to'fufFer and. obey 
with a good Grâce, 

Speak, Write, aâ, as if you had a thoufand 
Witnefles :- Dépend upon it that foon or late 
cvery thing is known : It is very dangerous to 
Write. 

Truft no body with any thing that may do 

you a Préjudice, iftoldagain: TakemyWord 

for it, that the beft kept Secrets are kepc only 

for 



for a Time : The Court is the Région of Mj* 
flery and IndUapedom 

They fddom or never give more Aan one 
Maxim to Princes» and that is DifSmuladon : 
It is a falib one, and leads into great Inconve* 
niencies. For my Part I love a prudent Frank^ 
nefs. 

Hear tenderly the Requefts of the Unfortu- 
nate. God caufed yqu to be born in tKis high 
Rank to afFord you the Pleafure of doing Good. 
The Power of ferving and making Men happy, 
is the real Indemnifîcation for the Fatigues, 
the dîf^eeable Incidents, and the Servitude of 
your Station. 

Be compaffîonate to them that apply to you 
in order to obtain Favours ; and not Importu- 
nate to thofe that diftribute or beflow them. 

Concern not yourfelf in any Intrigue, ivhat- 
ever Intereft or Glory you may be madc to ex- 
peâ from it. 

Love your Relations ; but let Franti alone be 
your Country. 

Guard againft the Inclination to be witty* 
Too much Wit gives Pain to thofe who hâve 
but little : Wit will gain you the Hatred of the 

Majority, and pediapf IdTen you in tbe Eileeni 
ttftheWîfe. 
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LE T TER CCXVIL 

. ta Madame de St. G * ♦ ♦. 

Novemb. ii, 1700» 
'T^HEY arc aâually debating în Council the 
Fate of France and Spainy and of ail Eu- 
rope : A War is unavoidable, unlefs we tâke à 
Ihameful Courfe ; and that I cannot apprehend 
from a Council in which the King'preîRdes. 
The Members of it are much divided in their 
Opinions : At this Time, it's certain, they 
difpute with great Vivacity. The Duke qf J5«r- 
gundy is againft the Opinion ®f the Dauphin : 
Reafon is faid to.be one on the Duke's Side, and 
Glory on hîs Father's. The Duke dé Beauvil' 
Uers will give his Vote for the Partition-Treaty, 
and the Chancellor for accepting purely and 
fimply this fioe * Succeffion. The Dauphin 
will taice à Médium between thefe two Opi- 
nions : He will be for renouncing the Will of 
the late Kmg of Spairiy and the Partition- Treaty 
too : This is faid to he, the oply Expédient to 
avoid a War ; and he is well advifed. 

LETTER CCXVIIL 

To the famé. 
'TpHE DaupMn triumphs : He has (hewn tbot 

^ the King was too cquitable to debar him 

• The Sfanifi Monarchy; 

' froxn 
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firom a Succei&on, which by ail the Lawt is dut^ 
Co him ; and that he could rtnounce it in favour 
o(the*Dukeof j9njou^ and be content with 
faying ail his Life, ' The King my Father, and 
• the King my Son.' The f Dulce of Burgundy 
falls in with this Sentiment, and fays that be 
oppofed it with no other Defîgn than to clèar 
uptheMatter, and that he freely gives up.all 
bis Rights to his Brothen A few Days will 
elapfe before the Public is informed of ail this. 
The Duke of Jhjqu is not to be treated as a 
King till after the Spanijh Embaflâdor's public 
Audience. Pray to God that. he woUld biefs 
ail the King's Defigns, and fanâify ail his 
Thought». . 

L E T T E R CCXrX. 

From the Duke of Berry to Madame 

et Maintenon. 

December^ 1700. 
^ITITE had Yefterday a melancholy parting witli 
the King of Spain: Our Adieus wcre 
very tender: I never better experienced how 
much Friendfliîp I hâve for hîm. I befeech 
you, Madam, to grant me your*s, purfuant to 
the Ht pes you hâve given me. I am afraid of 
tifing you, and theretore conclude. 

• His fécond Son, made King of Spain. 
t His eldell Son. 

' L E T- 
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LETTER CCXX. 

Fromtbc Duchefs of Burgundy to tbe 

fume* 

January 16^ I70i« 
P^NcIofed, my dear Âunt, is a Letter from 
the Kîng oïSpain : You'll fee he has not for- 
got you ; and that tho' Crowns are apt to make 
fome Heads giddy, they make no Change in the 
Hearts of the Bourbons. I give you the vcry 
Words of the Duke of Burgundy^ who, vcry 
probably, may hâve learhed this Phrafe from 
the Archbifliop oïCambray, 

LETTER CCXXL 

From tbe ^en B&wager of Sp^Ui to tbe 

famé. 

t^ Have^read with Pleafure, my dear Mar- 
chionefs, that you approve the Précautions I 
havetaken to do nothing of Confequence with« 
' out the Confent of the Catholic King, ^nd 
partîcularly of the King of France^ my Brother 
and Proteftor. As to wbat I wrote to you, 
concernîng my Intention to make the Duke 4i 
Saint Pierre my Major dom»^ I hoped that you 
would hâve mentioned. it to the King my Bro- 
ther ; but you tell me that you hâve not donc 
fo: As I think> my dear Marchionefs, that.thls 

Dûke'a 
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Dùkc*s bcîng near my Perfon would bettcr fuît 
the Intereft of the two Kings, you'U oblige me 
îf you fpcak to the King my dear Brother, 
about it, and induce him to write to the King 
his Grandfon, my dear Nephew. I am, dear 
Marchionefs de Maintenons very much yours. 

L E T T E R CCXXIL 

To Madame de St. G * * * 

March 2, 1701. 

T Know ail that bas been faid againft ChumiJ^ 
lard: But they bave not heard that he rc- 
fufed to fucceed M. de Barbezieux^ and that the 
King infifted upon his accepting that Place, be- 
caufe it is expédient, in time of War, that one 
Head (hould bave the two Employments. Cha* 
millard is an honeft Man ; and if he manag^s 
the Finances of the Kingdom as he does thofis 
of St. Cyrj we fhall bave no Occafion to cry 
out for a Colhert, The King has promifed to 
fhafe with him the Labour in the Department 
of the War : Nothing but this could bave over- 
come his Diffidence. The Duchefs of Bur^ 
gundy has takcn a Liking to him, and he is to 
difpatch Bufmefs fometimes with the Duke, in 
order to form him to it. His honeft and civil 
Demeanor has gained him the Affeûion of ail 
Ranks and Dcgrçes. He will employ our 

Friends^ 
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Fiiends, and not hefitate, like Lowueh and hk 
Son, to do Bufmefs with the King in my Apart- 
menu T|ic Count étAvaux is negociating an 
Accommodation, but his Succefs is much doubted 
ef. : In the mean time the King remains calm 
and tranquil : He knows more of thefe Mattess 
than ail his Courtiers pût togethen 

LETTER CCXXIII. 

^0 Madame de ;Caylus. 

Marliy July.iT^ 1701. 
T Am liUlè ihclîned; my dear Nièce, to aik 
Fàvours : The Number of Employments is 
but fmall, and yet there are more Places than 
Men equalto them. The Duke de Vendôme is 
to go to the Army in Lombardy ; the Mifchief 
is done, and the Remedy not fo eafy to be found. 
We lead an odd Kirtd of Life hère ; and'would 
fain havcWit, Gallantry, and Ihventiôn; but 
ail thefe hâve eptirejy fàiled us ; *tis now quîfc 
eut of the Queftion. We play, we yawn, wc 
droop ; we get Mifchief from one another 1 wc 
hâte, we envy, we carefs^ and. tear each other. 
in Pieceçt 
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LETTER CCXXIV. 

Frem tbe Ducbefs Dowager of Orléans /» 
Madame de Maintenon. 

Marcb 12, 1702^ 
¥ Muft acquaint you, Madam, with my Jof 
at a new Favour I hâve received froxn tbe 
King, which is, that he allowed me to fee him 
ye'fterday in his Clofet. . As I am indebted to 
you for ail his Favours, and as it is by your 
Means that my Reconciliatipn with the King 
.bas been made» my Gratitude to you encreafts 
cvcry Day, and my Friend(hip wiU vcry foon 
equal the £fteem which is due to you. 

LETTER CCXXV. 

To Madame de St. G * * *. 

w 

^HE Dcath of the Prince oï Orange wHl 
make no Altérations in AfFairs. The Prîn- 
cefs Anm has been ackriowledged Queen of Eng-' 
landi. 'Tis a terrible Blow to the lawfulKing: 
Howevcr, he is a littl.e confuled hy the Refufal to 
zSoçXtXeVx^ïïQQGeorge oiDenma'>'k in the Rbyal- 
ty : But what Comf>rt.is this ! There is fl^ 
folîd Confolation to be found, but in Piety and 

Refignation to.the WaH ^f tbe King of Kings 

and 
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and .Maftcr of Empires. The Dutcb afFeâ to 

fear for the Libecties- of Europe^ and are not 

afraid evea fortheir own Liberty* The King 

will carry on the War vigoroufly ; He was at 

firft a littie averfe to it ; but it is become ne- 

cefikry, and we muft yield to it. The Orders 

x>f Marfhal Boufflers are very extenfive ; and 

they fay nothing caa be finer tfaàn the Inftruc- 

•tions Which M. ChamiUard has drawn up for tfae 

Campaign in Flanders : The Duke of Burgumfy 

'VfiH hâve nothing to do but folio w that plan • 

You are right in judging it expédient to prevent 

his doing Things out of his own Kead : Cou* 

-rage alone will not make à great Gaptain ; his 

Age doesnot admit of much Prudence. M. de 

Vendôme wWl reftrain in Italy thei^ing of Spain^s 

Fire ; but who is to check his own ? It is faid. 

Prince Eugène will bring nqthing but Delay 

againft our Vkacity. WMkt fhall I fay' to you 

:of Caùnat ? He knows his Bilfinéfi, bût he 

knows not God : The King does not like to 

truft irreligious Men with his AfFairs. M. de 

'Cûiinat thinks bis pfoud Philofophy fuiScient 

for ali Thihgs : 'Tis great Pity be loves not 

•God. My Health decUnes daily, and I no 

ionger kaow myfelf in tliat Piâurewhich was 

£0 like me in 1694. Let us diiak of Death : 

Havc we not Uved longenough ? 

LET- 
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L E T T E R CCXXVL 

From tbe Duke of Burgundy to Madame 

de Maintenon. 

Madam^ Auguft i^^ 1702, 

T Defire of the King my Return : I prefumc a 

fingle Word is fufficient to gîve you my 
Meaning. I dare not fay more, lefl: ' I fhould 
engage you to an Anfwer, which I beg you 
would not make, fhould it be in the leaft in- 
convénient for you. 

LETTER CCXXVir. 

îTo Madame de St. G ♦ * *. 

Marlij June 3, 1702» 
^T^O-morrow I fliall go to Maintenons and 
fhould be very glad to fee you there» 
Mademoifelle d^Aumale is as much grieved as 
myfelf : Nothîng^ but your Reafon and your 
Fortitude can confolc me. In vain I fay to my- 
fdf» that * he dîed like a Saint ; that he long 
ago began to prépare for this dreadful Paflkge ; 
that he fpent the lail Years of his Life in the 
Fear of God : AU thefe Confideradons make 
my Sorrow lefs reafonabl^ without alleviating 
it. yi* ieh Rochefoucault was right in faying» 

• M, iTAuhigné^ her Brother> Govcrnor of Berty^ 
iSc. 

that 
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that Reafbn and Religion hâve fcarcely zny 
Influence prcr human Nature, in thefè Cafés. 
My Nièce is quite defolate» and flirs not out of 
ber Clofet : It feems (he flnds no Pleafure in any 
thing but giving way to ber Grief. God in- 
tends to wean me from this Worli and prépare 
me for the other, in afliiâing my Heart fo fea- 
fibly^ I could be very glad to pafs the Remaîn- 
der of the Summer at Maintenon \ but the King 

will not bear a Word about it, and y ou know that 
it is many Years fince I hâve given up my own 
Will. I fubmit to ail Things \ I make an Of- 
feringto God o£my Afliiâions';. I bég.of bim 
to call me to bimfelf, if my Death i^ neceflary 
to my Salvation, and my Life of no Ufe to the 
King and bis People. His Will be donc ? It 
belorigs to him to chaflife us, and 'tîs our &'4ty 
to fulFer. 

L ET TER CCXXVIIL 

To the famé. 

July i8, 1703. 
/^UR Frîend 1% noyf very much eafed. M. 
Defmaraït has tafcen a great Burthen from 
bim: The War will go on the better for it. 
The M. d'O^'^^ v^ould bave reftifed that Poft, 
bad.the King ôfFered it tp him: Thofe who 
know not how fteady he is in his Purpofes, and 
how hard it is to fînd Men of Abilities,. are 
. . ' wrong 
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wrong in being furprized that we continue Cha^ 
mOardj who îi very prudent, laborious and pc- 
netrating. The Troubles in the Cevennes are 
but trifling : They are occafioned by the Hugo-' 
nots of the Mountains, who may eafdy be re- 
duced : It is needlefs for the King to defcend to 
ail the Particulars of this Revolt : It could not 
cure the Diftemper, and might make it much 
worfe, Vauhan writes to us, that the Duke of 
Burgundy will reap a great deal of Honour from 
the Siège of Brifac : As it was fortiiied by him» 
he muft needs know how to take it. The Army 
is in excellent Order, and Chamillard bas made 
fo good Provifion in ail Refpeâs, that we (hall 
hâve ho Complaints this Campaign. The Du- 
chefs had taken it into her Head to accompanj 
hef Hufband in this Expédition ; the King 
laughed at itj and ïo did I : She was nettled at 
it. We bave made up the Breach ; fo that yon 
may undeceive thofe who fay, that we are cmr 
broiled without any Hopes of a Reconciliation.. 

L E T T E R CCXXIX. 

*ïb the famé. 

VerfaiUii^ Auguji 30, 1704.. 
¥ HAVE had a terrible Storm to weather out : 
I will never more meddle with any AfFair : 
If the threeMarihals knew what a Confternation 

th« 
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the'Lofs 6î this Battle has thrown us into, they 

would vcry quickly repair their Overfight : The 

King cannot get out of his Mind the fifteen 

thoufand Frenchmen that furrendercd without 

firing one Shot. Pray to God to biefs his Arms* 

Chamillard is the calmeft of us ail j but it is owing 

to the. King's encouraging him : Indeed they 

hâve nothing toreproach him with : Would to 

God we could fay as much of the Gênerais ! 

What do they fay in Paris of this whole AiFair î 

Madame, de Montigni is at Su Cyr : I (hall go 

tfaither n^xi.Menday to bemoan our Calamitîes. 

, Oujr SiAçrs greatly comfort me : They cnvy me 

my Place, and I envy them their Tranquility* I 

never go to that Houfe, but I départ with Re* 

gret» and repent that I did not make myfelf a 

Non : I fliould then havç blad nothiiig to mind 

but my Frailties and Âffliftions; indiereas at 

prefent J muft mind nothing but the Affliâiont 

of other People, and forget my own. My 

Nièce is in perfeâ Health. I fend you the Mer- 

cer, who has promifed me to be fpeedy : He 

^ill deliver you an hundred Louis d'Ors^ which 

you'U give to the Urfelines :. I pity thofc poor 

Girls. I cannot maice out the two laft Lines 

of your Letter; cithcr my Eyes are bad, or 

your Pen was fot 
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L E T T E R CCXXX. 

To tbe famé. 

1705. 

"Y^T'HAT do you coxnpiain of, my dcar Nièce ? 
Is ic that I hâve not wrote to you about 
the Death of M. da Caylus ? You know that 
I hâve been concerned at it, and we ought not 
to ftand upon Compliments. I am fo infirm, 
fo old, that I confine myfelf to Letters of Ne- 
ceffity. What means that Dépendance you 
would hâve on me ? You are at Age, and havc 
behaved weH :. What Change would you mafce, 
at the Eve of my Death ? You will not be 
weak enough to marry again : Livc like a 
good Mother ; don't launch again into the 
World ; chufe a Number of feleâ Friiends j re- 
ceive but few Vifits from Men, and let them be 
Perfqns. of Probity : Live in the old-fafhîon 
Way, hâve always a MaicJ at work in your 
Chamber, when you are with a Man : Diftruft 
the fobereft and difcreeteft of them; diftruft 
yourfelf : Believe me, as a Perfon of Expérience, 
who loves you : You are ftill young aod hand^ 
fome ; in God's Name don't çxpofe yourfelf to 
Hazards; let the Concerns of yoyr Childfen 
employ you \ ferve God without caballing ; de- 
fpife nobody, and be headftrong in nothing: 
Follow the common Way of Life ; be fimple 
and plain, and excufe this ibort Leflbn, which 

flow» 
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flows /rom tender Affeâion : and is better than 
a Compliment. ' * - .. . . 

LETTER CCXXXL 

To the- famé. 

vrOU fliould bc upon your Guard : You ,havc 
Enemies and envibus Perfons. Some are 
generous when they fec us in Diftrefs ; but 
thcre is fo iittle Reallty in fuch Generofity, that 
in Profperity thcy <:an no longer endure us. If 
thcy fee you in great Favour with me, it wiU 
encreafe the Number of your Enemies. Givc 
them nothing to make a Handle of : Obfervc a 
Médium, between giving yourfelf up to Society, 

s 

"and burying yourfelf in Solitude : You could 
not hold out under the lutter, and the other 
Courfe would (fraw you away farthèr from 
God, than even the Court could do. The 
Abbé Gobelin^ who was a Man of good Senfc, 
was extremely glad when he faw me quit the 
Hôtel de Richelieu in order to fettle at Su Ger- 
main 5 and I often perceive that he was in the 
right. Adieu, dear Nîecc ; remember there arc 
Spies about you. I recommend you to God : 
If you arcL his, ail Things will go wcU. 



L E T- 
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LE T TER CÇXXXIL 

To Madame de Caylus.* 

Sept. 1705. 
TjOW wifc are you, in leaving ail Things 
to God, without Précaution and Ahxiety ! 
Such Care is intirely ufelefs : We know not 
what we would hâve, and God feems often to 
take Delight in difconcerting ail our Meafares. 
When you hâve nothing elfe to do, I bcg you 
would chufe a Gown for me : It is necefiàry to 
hâve fome Gold in it; the outward Dignity 
muft be kept up, though the Perfon ought to 
think of nothing but a Coffin. Your Enemies 
vent their Spleen and Malice hère againft you : 
They fay there never was any thing but Policy 
in your Dévotion, and that you ferioufly think 
of marrying again ; but yourConduâ will force 
thefn to be filent. Don't be alarmed at any 
thing you hear concernîng me : I am on the 
Théâtre of the Grcat World, and my Name is 
often the Subjeâ of Converfation. It is quite 
iinpleafant to end our Days amongPeopIe with 
whom we did not begin them. 

* Nîice to Mad. de MiUnttMJH 



LE T. 
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LE T TER CCXXXIII. 

3V ibc famé ^ 

i7o6, 
'npO do more than I délire you is doing the 
Devil's Office. To tempt me with fb rich a 
Gown! But I reCft the Temptation; public 
Calamities haviog made me penurious. Your 
Letter has told me nothing : I was apprized of 
the Anfwer of Father de la Tour : He îs wife ia 
ail refpeâs« Would to God he were at the 
Head of a Congrégation, wherc, fome fay, fuf- 
picious Maxims ^re held ! As for your Part,^my 
dear Niecc, fufièr the World to fay what they 
pleafê : You cannot hâte and defpîib it too 
much. Let not your Piety droop, ibew the 
World that your Réputation did not dépend on 
aParty that loved and admired you. Be in 
JjOvc with the Contempt into which you arft 
going to fal], and above ail Things ' pleafe the 
Reâor of St. Stdpitius. Don't be concer;iM at 
what is iàid : The only Way to triumph ovcf 
Calumoy ia to defpiib it. Adieu ^ the * fiattle 

wûh 

• Thia muft he the Battle of Calcinaro, wher^ 
tiie Duke de Vendôme defeated the Army of the Al- 
lies, commanded by Count Re^ventlww, in the Ab- 
^— i-ç of Prince Eugeme, kilkd fix thoufand of their 
took a thoufand Horfes, fix Pièces of Cannon, 
moft ail their Baggage. Count Revendais fuf- 
viçoroufly, and even with advantage, the firft 
- V the French, but at laft was forced to rc- 
at Diforder and Confuiion. 
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won in Itafy makes me refolvib ^ weàr tuf fiM 
Cloatbs : I Oiall appear in Green, tf our Ttoopé 
take Barcékw^ and drefs in Rofe Coloùr if tii» 
Afchduke be taken Prifoner. 

L E T T E R CCXXXIVi* 

From the Duke of Orléans ta Madame 

de Maintenon, 

1706. 

"^[O Gricf^v Madam, can withfland your 
Confolations» and the Kindnefs you ex-, 
prcfs for me. After the Aflurances you giv# 
me, thac Friendfliip has as great a Share in it as 

Compaflion, it would be wrong in me not to 
be calm and compofed. If yoiîr Letter wai 
not filled with Encomiums on nie, I coùld read 
if oycr and over as tong as I live : for ît (hevtrs 
ific with infinité Pleafure ail the Gratitude I 
owe the King : And though you cndeavour to 
draw a Vcil over that which I owe you, Tice^ 
through the Artifice, and particulafly wherc you 
put me in Mitid of looking up to the firft Caufç 
àî great Events. ' Wlien I mail be able to 'tell 
you, wîthout Hypocrify, that î am dcvoût, I 



♦ Thk Letter wâs wrote after the râifinê' of the 
Sieg^ of, Tvrr», occ&fiooed byAkietWedkneis of the 
DoKe ^e la fuillade, and of Marfhal Uarfin^ the 
I>uke 6i Orléans having liad Orders to conform ta 
tiitf AdTice and OpinioA <^ tke lattct. 

M (hall 
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ÛMft feel a p«rfed Joy in making yoa my Con^ 
fident : Such as are truly fo, bave fo much Sin- 
cu&ty and Generofity, that a wdl-bred Man bas 
fironger Di(poiltions to Dévotion than others« 
Continue, Madam, your Favours to me : I am 
ready to do every thing that may deferve them. 



LÉ T TER CCXXXV. 

?V Madame de Caylus. 

Aprtl^ 17071, 



ff 



XtrH AT has happened to me this Day, in 
regard to the Bifliop of Auxern^ is not 
the Caufe of my refolving never more to afk anj 
tHinjg for my Relations : Let them aâ now as 
they will dq when I am dead : They will then 
apply. to the Miniftry \ they wili gct their 
Friends to 4xeftir themfelves. I thought I had 
donc enoûgb, in, putting you in a Way to com- 
plète what I had begun for making your For- 
tuhe : Bpf I perceive Madame àe . îs 

tnoiwgbly perfuaded that I ought to find 
Matcîies , Sfor her Dàiighters : the Boys viriîl 
<ipme next, and your Son follow after : Mur ci % 
lîttîe ones are growing up ; the Father puts in 
£or evcry vacant Poft : Madame d£ . 5/. Hernine 
Vfiih a ruefd Gountenance prefents to me a 
great Girl, vvhml (hall much wrongif I don't 
fcttle in the Wojçld» and who is to be fol- 

lôwed 
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lowed by fif e or more ; and then little Vittette^ 
him alfo I muft provide for. Confider, my dear 
Nièce, witti a little Reafon and^quity, what 
Sort of Figure I fhould make about the King, 
were I every Day be^ing new Favours of him : 
If he granted them, he would no longer hâve 
any thing at his Dirpofal ; if he denied me, it 
would grieve me ; if he grieved me, he would 
be too good-natured not to be concerned at it : 
And thus. I (hould render myfelf the Plague 
of his Life. Do y ou think God had fuch a De- 
fign in placing me near him ? This, my dear 
Nièce, is my final RefoIution« I (hall fee you 
ail with a great deal of Pleafure, when I no 
longer dread your Propofals and Requefts: I 
fliall hear of them from the King, who will 
be informed of them by his Minifters ; I {hall 
give him fuch Anfwers as I think may be of 
Service to you, and may do it with more Bold- 
nefi, and perhaps more eiFeâually, when he 
knows that I am not prepoflèilèd. Be that as it 
may, I ihall not alter my Refolution ; I hâve not 
taken it without mature Délibération 5 I hâve 
long confulted with myfelf about it, and am 
determined. Impart this Refolution to ail mj 
Relations. 



Uz L E T- 
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L E T T E R CCXXXVI. 

To ibe famé. 

Y Could be glad to' ice you often, my dear 
Nièce \ but the mdancholy Ideas I bave of 
my Place, joined to old Age, which is burthen-* 
fome to oihers as well as myfelf, deter ine from 
it, and make me fhut myielf up in my Clofet at 
St, Cyr : - Therefore manage your Concems 
without dcpènding on me, taking mewhen you 
can, and leaving me without being uneafy about 
it. I advife you to get thirteen Maflès faid a€ 
the Altar of the BlelTed Vii^in in thc Cathedra!, 
thirteen at 5u Geneviève^ thirteen at the Church. 
of the Hdy Ghoft, and thirteen at King James^s 
Sepulcbre. 

LETTER CCXXXVIl. 

From the Duke of Orléans to Madame de 

Maîntenon. 

1708. 

T AM hôt devout, Madam ; but' Virhertever I 
become fô, you fhall be the firft to whom I 
will-impartit» I requeft a Continuation of your 
Kindnefs to me, and that you will be plèafed tor 
charge yourfelf with the Thanks I owe to thc 
Kiflg. 






LE T- 
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LETTER GCXXXVIir. 

To Madame de Caylus. 

1709. 
t>ELIEVE it for my Tendemefs Sake, and 
upon my Expérience, my dear Nièce, that 
I hâve tried cvery Thing, and find wc muft ac- 
quiefce in SolomoH*s Sentence, jtH !y Vexation of 
Spirit. I cannot open my Hcait to any body ; 
but though I conceal from you the Nature of 
my Affliétions, I can however truly fay, that 
tbe World afFords notfaing iimilar : I am often 
ready to burft \ the King does not perceive it ; 
and when he leaves my Apartment, ail my Corn- 
fort is to be alone, and water ^ my Pillow with 
my i>ars. I am not ignorant of the Tattle cf 
thôfe that do not IfKe me 3 thèy impute to me 
vhatever happens, as if Events were at my 
Command 5 accoxding to their Notions my Dé- 
votion is Hypocrify 5 they make a Jeft of the 
Severity of my Moral s, and charge me with 
not having alwajs been fo (êvcrc. I am not 
furprized at thcir fufpefting my former Condufl j 
but they who talk at this rate hâve either been 
very licentious in their Youth, or did not know 
me at that Time of Life. It is vexatious to be 
obliged to live with any other Folks than thofe 
of our own Century ; but it's the Misfortune 
of thofe who live too long. 

M 3 . L E T- 
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LETTER CCXXXrX, 

From Cardinal Gualterîo to Madame de 

Maintenons 

To£y Augujt ^^ 17 10. 
T Flatter myfelf that you will vouchfafe, Ma- 
dam, to pardon tbe Liberty I take in ex- 
prefiing to you the Confuiion, and the moft ani« 
mated and refpeâful Senfe of Gratitude, I am 
penetrated withall, at the Receipt of fo great a 
Benefit as the Abbey of £/. Rewj at Rheims^ with 
which the King bas been pleafed to gratify me : 
I am fenûble, Madaixi, of what I owe you on 
thÎ8 Occafion : I return you my moft humble 
Thanks fo^ it, and requeft the Continuation of 
your Proteâion. 

LETTER CCXL. 

From Cardinal d'Eftrées to the famé 

1711. 
VXTHAT a Load of Honours, Favours and 
KindnefTes are heaped on me in the Letter 

with which you hâve honoured me t Hâve I noc 

indeed, Madam, great Reafon to trlumph ? 

Though I regfet the trouble I bave gîven you in ' 

reading my long Letter, and the Pains you hâve 

taken to anfsyer it, I muft own to you that I 

cannot repent of it, fince 1 hâve received fuch 

valuable Marks of your Kindnefs. I (hall eter- 

ally be wtth infinité Refpeâ. ^c* 

L E T- 
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L E T T E R CCXLn 

From ibe fume to tbe famé. 

Auguji 28, 171 r. 

>llY theOeatb of Marlbal 5(?a^m:the P^ft 

of Captain of the Guards, Madarij» becomes 

. vacant. The Summit of my Wiflies is to fee 

,my Kindred more imkûately attachai ,hy th>s 

Domeftic Employment to.the Perfon of. my 

.Mafter and Benefaâor, to wfaom^.in my Soli-> 

, tude and Ina£tion> my Heart doe^ not gl vpfiqw^ 

.Demonftrations ofASèâion and Zeal, (haal 

endeavoured to give him in tbe EmpIoynVents 

with which he formerly honoured me*. I would 

bave the Satisfaâion, before I die^ to fee the 

Madhal 'eTEfirees in the famé Poil near i^is Ma^ 

jefty, which the famous John (TEJirees^ ins 

Great Great Grandfather held under Franch |. 

and Henry II. Defiring nothîng for myfelf, 

whom bis Majefty bas fuUy fatisfiod, I may bi? 

excufed in afking for a Name that may be extin^l 

very foon after me \ but I would bave him end 

bis Days in that bonourable Poft. 

I am^ ^c. 



M 4 L E T. 



LETTER CCXLII. 

Tû Madame de Caykis. 

Ver/ailles^ Feb. lO, 17 12. 

^T^HE Difpatches from Êngknd are very agrée* 
able : We muft thereby comfort ourfelves 
ior other Contradiâions. I thought to hâve 
gone to St. Cjfri but the King bas bindered me i 
he is to call upon me at two o'CIock ; and per* 
hapt he will not corne. I am perfeâly ignorant 
of what I ibdll do to-morrow : Ail I know i$f 
tbat I am very troubkfome to others and to my- 
fetf. T1>^ Morning I ordered to be brought t6 
me, not tte fofhous Annah in which thé Deeds ef 
mj Reign arepenrCd^ but a prodigious Heap of 
caft-ofF CloathS) ail whkh I hâve dlftrîbuted* 
Let us not talk of our Relations : They'U not 
be fenfible of what I hâve d^ne for them till we 
mcet together in the Valley of Jeho/aploat : I 
am often reproached by them } God alone 
knows what I fuifer. 

LETTER CCXLIIL 

To Madame de Frontenac. 

Verfailles^ 1712. 
lyj'UCH may be faîd on both Sides of the 
Qucftion. M. rf'yfe^/^«/*s Fortune îs large 
enough i and there is nothing ilIuRrious in th^t 

. Family. 
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Family. * M. Rajat is very well refpeâcd \n 
hts Province ; but that Confideration has no 
Weight at ail hère. Recolleft atl that is faid of 
that poor Man le Moine : If I conçern myfeîf» 
in the leaft, with this Affair, much more ivill 
be faid of him. The yoimg Lady is amiable ; 
has good Senfe, good Health, is affable and 
pious : Thefe are matprial Articles. I there- 
fore think, fince my Advice is requtred, that 
M. (TAuhigne oiight to purfue this Affair, if 
Inclination leads him to it; and lethimdrop it 
if hé has Wealth only in View. * As for what 
is called my Proteâion, you know there are na 
d*Juhig7jé's to whom I hâve not granted it, and 
fometimes I hâve even granted it to the barc 
Name. 

LETTER CeXLIV. 

From Cardinal d'Eftrécs /^ Madame de 

Maintenons 

Sept. 6, 171 2. 
I WILL forthwîth delîver to the Reélor of 
St. Sulpîtius the Refignation of the Bénéfice 
which you hâve pioufly deftined towards the 
Support of the Seminary. Th^ admirable Letter 
you liave wrotc to me indudes every thing in 
fcw Words \ ingenious Tums, refinedThoughts» 

* Intendant of Rouen^ 

M 5 vrell- 
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well-chofen Expreffions ; in fliôrt, *tis not ta 
be equal'd. I nevèr ufed myfelf to this kind of 
Phrafe till now, nor fball I evcr make ufe of it 
butto yourfelf. I glory in your Correfpondence 
among my Friends ; and methinks, in thus 
fetting myfelf off, I innocently conceal thc 
Wrinkles of^my old Age. I am cternaîly, Wc* 

LETTER CCXLV. 

From tbe famé, to the famé. 

IKNOW, Madam, what Anfwer you gave 
to the Reâor of St. Sulpittusj when he aç- 
quainted you with what I think of the Abbé 
d^Ejiries, . I am fo fenfibly touched with it, that 
tho' I fear tb tire you with my Letters» Ican- 
not forbear expreffing my Gratitude to you for 
it. .1 dare teli you, that as I am become very 
caréleâ about liùman AfFaîrs, with refpeél to 
^myfelf, on accôunt of my great Age> and pcr- 
baps from fo/ne better Motive, 'tis only by this 
fingle Article that I yet cleave to the World. I 
confefs'it is with Çoncern I fee that the Abbé 
tTEJiréeSy among fo many Men of equat Rank» 
honoured with the ÇenefaiStions of our greaf 
King, for indeed this Epithet is due to him j 
that- the Abbé (TE/Irées^ I ûy, is the only one 
who reccives no Marks of his Favour. But I 
perceive my Letter islong: I fliould make it 
much longer, were I to fi^t down ail the Senti- 
2 ^ ' mentt 
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inen<5 ofRefpeâ and Vénération» and ihalll 
fay ic ! of Admiration with which I hâve been, 
am, and fliall ever be, &r. 

LETTER CCXLVL 

To the Cardinal de Noaillcs. 

T SHALL wrice to you no more about this un-^ 
lucky AfFair ; too maiiy Reafons forbid my 
intermeddling in it, I will refume the Cha- 
raâer that becomes me, which is to pray to God 
that ail Things may turn out for his Gloiry, the 
Good of the Church, and your's in particular» 
my Lord^ which ram ftill concemed for. 

LETTER CCXLVII* 

3o the famé. . 

TTOU are fufHciently acquaintçd with me 
to know what V think of the new Difco* 
vcry: But for many Reafons forbear fpeak^ 
ing. It belong^ not to me to judge and to coh- 
demn : My Province is only to be filent, to 
pray for the King, for theChurch, and for you. 
l'have gîven your Letter to the King, and it has 
been read : This is ail Ican iay toyou; I.am. 
oppreifed with Grief. 

*Thc Chapter oï Janfenifin^ inVoItairit Age of - 
ijéiAfis XIV. wherein this Letter is quoted, throwt 
ft^eat I.ight on the Lettera to CaxditalNoaJi/fi. * ' 

LET^ 



L E T T E R CCXLVIII. 

Tq * the famé. 

^'T^IS not my Bafmefi jko judge and to con- 

dcmn } a).l I hâve to do is to be filent, 

to fuhmît blindly^ and pray for tbç Church, 

for the Kîfig, and for you, my Lord, whofe la- 

'lerefls wiU ever be dear to me. 

LETTER CCXLIX. 

. To the famé. 

* 

•yOU'LL nevtx deceive yowùAf^ my Lord^ 
while you rely on what you call my Kind» 
neilès*. I can neyer ceaie refpeâkig my Arcb- 
bîlhop, efteeming your Virtues, and, if I dare 
Uy ît> lovîng your Perfon : Bot it is true^ tbat 
iA,afU thefe Semimen^ I now find nothing but 
Bîtteriieis. 

LETTER CCL- 

From Cardinal Gualterio to Màj09e 
. . de M^inC€0OflL 

r < Hame^ Dec* 1713. 

T KNOW, Madam, how mudi his Majcift^ 
has the AfFairs of Religion at Heart ; and I 
^ordingly redouble tboÇe Pcayers and goo4 
Wi(hè6wbîdi eveiy Cathàltc (hould makefbc 
diflîpating the Storm that bas been raifed ; I hope, 

thi^* 



(-a53) 

9 

tliro' <he plotis Endeavours of thc Kîng, and 
fo mafiy wife and learned Men who hâve imder- 
taken this great Work, that it will fucceed. 
You know, Madam, for how ixiany Reafons my 
Joy will be complète tf this happens. I long for 
the Time wbicb bis Majefty bas been pleafed to 
fix for paying my Refpeâs to him : I bope 
to iind bim in good Health: We bave oldec 
]fifen bere, wbo enjoy an excellent State of 
Healtb. His Life is of fo great Importance to 
•the public Good, and eipecially to theChurcb, 
diat we muft not doulyt but he îs prelèrved for 
Our Sakes by a partic^dar Providence. Ail Things 
are quiet hère, except what relates to the 
Af&ifS of the Conftitution UmgenituSf which 
difturbs this Court no lefs than it docs France. It 
is to be wUhed Aat we may always aô în Con- 
cert with the Kiiig, as it is impoffible-to en in 
foUowing bis Councils. 

LETTER ÇCLI. 

I 

From iiefame tfifbefame. 

T^éyjan. ao, 1714.' 
T Flatter myl^V, Mftdaai» that a Poice w91 
(bon be conchided^ and that bis Nfajefly wîfl 
then baTt ao other Occupation than that ^f mak- 
ing ail Things flourtih in bis Kingdom ; The 
Good of Religion, efpecîaU;»îs ffnû^ îMwefied 
' i thereîn ; 
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tberein ; ht k the firmcft Su[^ort of it ; and 
.the Pains he takes about theConftitutioh very 
feAfibly prove it : Withôut this» great Diflèn- 
tiQl^ mîght perbaps bave arifen. It feem3 t<h 
aie tbat they are very attentive hère to what 
pa0çs iatbe AiTembljr, and earneftiy wilh to fee 
it break up« His Holinefs bas not yet glven me 
an. Audience ^ but I bave no Reafon to doubc 
tbat he wîlh I iball intimate to him> tbat the 
Cburcb bas nothing to fear under fo great a 
King) wbo aâs fo zealoufly for her Intereft» 
As to my Sentiments tewards fais Majefty, yop 
are acquainted wilh tbemu I owe bim every 
Thing, fince from bis pow.erfuI Hand alone I 
receiyed Aififtance in the Time of my Adyerfity.: 
J continually pray for bis Prefervation,' and for 
your's^ Madam» wbo are my. great Prote£b€& 

, LETTE^R CCLII. 

Frcm M. * de Mailly to the fàme^ 
^HOSE h^ppîer Blïiys, whicb your Good- 

nefs^ Madam, feemed to requeft for me,, 
are tbey not yet arrived ? a Man, wbofe Mif- 
fpftuties. fo fenfibly. ^fFeâed the greateft» the 
pt]|obleft» the moft generoUs, and tbe m^ devoiat 
JSquI in the World^cannot be deftîtute of Hope, 
When fucb a Soûl, bas {o largea.Field todifplày 

« 

♦ Archbîfhop of Arhs, ^nd afterwards Arcbbiifiop 
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its PoMTcr in. A Mue. Ribbon» a Poftnear the 
King's Perfon, vacant Âbbeys ; I mention noC 
the Archbiflioprick, a Charge requiring Quali- 
fications fuperior to any in me. I don't fay» 
Madam, that if the Lifts were open'd to the 
Difputants, and Rivalfhip took Place as in the 
G>untries whcre the Councilof Trent isreceivedy 
the Competitors would net difcouràge me. The 
retired Life which my bad Fortune made me 
lead in my Youth» allowed me to beftow more 
Time in Study than fome otjier Men. I think 
I hâve fufficiently (hewn my Difmtereftednefa 
and want of Ambition, fince, when I might 
hâve revived <again in me the Mortifications I rc- 
ceived from the King againft his Inclination, I 
chofe rather to live retired in my Diocefe. Thi% 
Madam, is what emboldens me to reprefent t« 
you, that Rbeims efpecially calls . for. a Mali 
who by his Learning and ftridl Adhérence 
to found Doârine, may repair the Mifchiefs 
formerly introduced, watch and combat the 
rifing Errors, and maintain the good ReguU- 
tions his Majefty is endeavouring to eftablifli. 
The Zeal you hâve always had againft Innoyar 
tions, ihould be exerttd in reftraining them for 
the future ; for I often figh and groan, Madan^ 
at the Thoughts that the Church cannot alwaya 
hâve the Supports which God now gives hcr ; I 

cço^tljr 



( a56 ) 

coiiftftiidy pray for her Prefervation^ and am, 

LETTER CCLIII. 

' Frcm tbe famé ta tbe famé. 

Madam^ 
Y AM fctting out for Rhetms ; ît ts in trouble- 

fome Tîmes tbat a Ma» ihould ftand firm to 

his Poft. Expcâ no Thanks for your BeneAts*: 

AU my Gratitude for them cannot prevail on 

me «o tbank you for your eKceffire Kindnefs. I 

lîveé happy and tran<)tiil ; and noW that eafy, 

«greeable Life is going to be fucceeded by an 

Hydra «f Affatrs, a Multitude of Difficulties and 

Traverfes, I hope you will vouchfafe always to 

lionour me with your Proteâion : But I ftand 

iiï much greater need of your Counfelsy and 

<of the Pénétration of 'a Per(bn animàted by the 

Wiiddm of.God. You^U permit me to hxft 

Recourfe thereto upon Occafion ; I am too (tn* 

fiUe of my Weaknefi, to take upon me fo heavy 

a Burthen without fuch Affiftance. Tbe Pep^ 

^M>twitbftanding thatPredileâion fo often boafted 

•of, bas re&ifed to gn^nt me the leaft Abatement 

^ri my Bulls : They are not yet dHpatdied s 

<onfequentIy I may yet make another Puih 

for ft. A Letter from you, Madam, would 

gîre Weight to the Attempt : But if h fhould 

^ ever fo little tnconvtment to youf I would 

éùA a^more about ir. ' 

I LE T- 
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LETTER CCLIV5 

Frcm tbefame to tbe fanu. 

Vf* ADAME A Aftf//^ is much furpri^ed. Mu- 
dam» to find herfelf, without fulpcâing ir, 
coacerned in the Âfiair of Janfeniûiu I hcre give 
you a plain Narrative of the Faâ. A Linen* 
Draper» who bas long ferved the Duke of J3air« 
gundfy and whofe Brother is a Carthufian at 
Paris^ having heard tbat they were going to 
fend hîs Brother to another Houfe» came to re« 
queft Madame de Mailfy to obtain a Billet from 
tbe Duchefs of Burgundy^ flgnifying her Defire 
tbat they would !et that Religious remain in bis 
Convent at Paris. Madame de Mailfy telling 
the Lînen-Draper that flje would not trouble 
the Princefs about fo trifling a Mattcr, oui of 
Compaflion wrote the Billet herfelf, which (he 
direâed to the Father Vifitor of the Mona- 
ftery. This was merely a Surprize, which it 
was diflîcult to guard againft. Father le Tellier^ 
whom I havc acqualntcd with this Affair, and 
which he had not before heard of, promifca 
that he will not mention tt to the King ; and 
on this Occàfion he relatcd to me how + Mû' 
dame had been impofcd upon in the (âme Mail* 

* This Letter îs to bc rcfcfred to tb<; Vear 1 7 m . 
f Ffobabiy the Ditdier6of^«f^«'///f. 

ner. 
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ner» when the Archbifhop of Rouen was nomi- 

nated, and that, at the Requeft of Madame de^ 

MaubuiJJmy fhe had recommended: him twa 

Eccledaftics, MdBT. Cwet and de Laon^ for Em- 

ployment in his Diocefe : Madame immediately 

rejeâed them, when fhe was made acquatnted 

with their Charaders. i fliall go to-morrow to 

the Carthuiians Houfe to withdraw Madame de 

^ailfy's Letter, and fo bury this Affair in OB- 

livion. 

LETTER CCLV. 

* • 

Frcm tbe Cardinal de Rohan to ibefame^ 

Paris y Jan. 23, lyiif» 
Madam^ 

' T DID nbt importune you while our AfTembly 

was fitting : I was féniîble of the Uneafînefs 

which your Zeal for Religion and the good 
Caufe gives you at this Junéhire y and I could 
do nothing towards making you eafîer. I am 
now in a happier Situation : The Bull will be 
accepted this Evening ; and if fome Frelatés 
don't yet accept Lt in due Form, they talk in 
fuch a Manner as gîves room to hope they will 
join us after the paftoral InftruâLon has been 
read. This Hope, Madam, gives me infinité 
Joy and Comfort. The. Archbifhop of Rouen 
has made us a Difcourfe replète with Zeàl and 
Piety, and very fuitablc to the Dignity of the 
^■^•^îrçopal Charaaen Thç Bifhop of Auxerre 

talked 
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talked to us yefterday in fuch a Strain, that 
leaves no room to doubt of his coming this Day 
to fuch a Conclufion as .we wiih for. In the 
Courfe of this important AfFair the King has 
given us very cflential Proofs of his Piety, Benig- 
nity and Wifdom : The^flembly is thoroughly 
fenfible of it,' and ail the Members ftrive to outdo 
each other in the Encomiums on him. It was 
a great Happinefs to hâve received the King*s 
Orders from fo able a Minifter as M. Voijion. 
AU Things hâve worked for Good, and Good 
will corne of ît. I fincerely compliment you 
upon it ; happy, if by the Share I hâve had i^ 
this AfFair, I may hâve deferved your Efteem, 
your Good-will, and your Protcâion. I hâve 
the Qônour to be, witb profound Rçfpeâ, i^u 

LETTER CCLVI. 

To Itbe Marchionefs de ■ . 

Feb, 9, 1714. ' 
Vj" Y Refolution has been taken long ago, and 

that is Silence and Prayer. I love the Car* 
dinal NoaiOeSj but hâte his Obftinacy and déplore 
his Blindnefs. 'Tis I that begg'd for him the Sec 
of Paris : It is not furprizing that I (hould be 
miftaken ; I am but a Woman : But how came 
the Bi(bop of Chartres, who advifed me in that 
Choice, to be miftaken ? Tell him that I can 
no longer fee him ; and prgy to God to give 

Peace to his Churcfa. 

L E T- 
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LETTER CCLVIL 

Fr<m Cardinal Gualcerio to Madame de 

Maintenon. 

July^ 1714- 
ATH-HEN fhall I, Madaœ, havc thc Happî- 
nefs of returning to France? I am impa- 
tient to throw myfelf once more at his Majefty's 
Feet, if*he will pleafe to permit it. It is ex- 
adly a Year fince I had the Honour to wait au 
the King at Marlt^ and to afTure -you of mj 
Refpeâs : The Remembrance of it is pleafing to 
me, though at the famé Time it makes me more 
fenfibly feel my Abfence and the Différence 
there is between this Country and Franum 

« * 

LETTER CCLVIII. 

From ihe Dfêke 5« Maine to the famé. 

4uguji 3, 17 14. 

T Thaok you, kind Mamma, for what the 
King hâs juft done for me : He has been 
obeyed witfaûutany Contradiâton ; and now my 
• Rank is ibced, thank^ to his Kindnefs and yours. 
I wifli the Précautions his Majefty has taken în 
Favour of me may prove needlefs. The CouRt 
de T(^Mim%i receives tWs Increafe of Glory and 
Honour wlth a Fortîtude and a Ktnd of Infenr 
fibility that rchdcr hira altogctherworthy of it» 

L E T- 
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LETTER ceux. 

To Madame de Vantadour. 

Sept. 2gy 17 14. 
^HE King orders me to acquaînt you, Ma- 
dam, that he has received jour Letter 
wîth Pleafure : He gîves you a ftrong Proof of 
Confidence, tn committing to your Care the moft 
^uable Thing that He and France hâve to he^ 
ftow. You'Il fay that you muft pay dear for it : 
I àgree with you in this ; you muft bid adieu to 
Repofe, and comfort yourftlf with the fine 
Sîde of the Employment. Be not furprized at 
my being fo feldom in Company: I hidç my- 
felf as much as I çan, aûiamed of living fo- 
long : I am weary of fliewlng a Face wither'd 
by old Age, which fhould no longer be feen. 
My great Expérience induces me to thinic it 
needleis to be in hafte to make Chiidrea leàrn 
any thing thât goes in the leaft againft the^ 
Grain ; and finçe you abfbiutely infift upon my 
gtving you fome Advice, I will éb ic, frovided 
you keep it fecret. As we can never hâve toc 
much Reàfon and Vîrtue, fa Fthink you cannot 
begin too carly with him on thefe Heads*. I 
would hâve the * young Prince traîned up. by 
flow Degrees to Secrecy ; acCuftom -him never 

* The prefent King of/Vajwr. 

to 
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to tell again what he has been entrufted with ; 
inftil into him Sentiments of Humanity ; let 
him never fee any Examples of tfae leaft Deceit ; 
let him be fair and candid at Play, and make 
him take Delight in obliging and doing Ser- 
vice. This is fufficîent, my dear Duchels. 

LET TER CCLX. 

From tbe Cardinal de Rohan to MadafHe 

de Maintenon. 

^^f. 23, 1714. 

pATHER Majfttton has acquitted himfclf of 
the Commiffion, Madam^ but has found 
the Cardinal de Noailks more difficult about 
executing than projeâing ; neverthelefs, he ftill 
hopes. For my part, who defire more tlun any 
Man a good Accommodation, I hâve been taught 
by crue] Expérience not to give myfelf up to 
Hopes : However, as it luckily happens on this 
Occaflon, Hope makes no Altération in the 
Courfe that has been taken. 



LET TER CCLXL 

From tbe famé to the famé. 

Paris, Dec. 30, 1714. 

T Would very dearly purchafe, Madam,thePlea- 

fure of fending you the News of any Change 

in the Cardinal de Noaittes ; but, unhappily, we 

are not yet affived at that Father MaffJkn 

has 
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lias feen him again, and I hâve feen Father 
MaffUlon iince. I hâve delivered to him the In- 
ilrumentof Acceptation; heaf^roved of it, and 
proipifed to prefeAt it to M. de NoaiUes : He 
Ihewed me another which te (mm! d|rawn up s 
but the Bifliops ûf Meaux and Bloi$ made Tome 
Objeâions to it. I fend you Copies of both : 
You know that they imply fuch an authentic 
Aâ on the Part of his Holinefs, as may make 
tlie Cardinal de Noailles eafy in regard to hîs 
Fears and Scruples : 'Tis the firft Thing that 
M. Amelot is to man^e at Rame. 

L E T T E R CCLXII. ' 

From the famé to the famé. 

Saturday^ 17^5* 
T Hâve the Honour to fend you, Madam, the 
Draught'of a Déclaration that is to précède 
the calling of a CouncU of the National Clergy : 
It vvas not agreed upon till laft Night. The firft 
PreSdent of the Parliamcnt, and the Attorney- 
General ^e fent for, in order to Jts being corn- 
municated to them. . This Step is become abfo- 
lutely neccflkry, feelng the Court of Rome docs 
not help us out : This is fetting in earneft about 
a Work that grîeves me cxccffivcly, and may 
carry us to Extremities, which I cannot think 
of wîthout great Unçafinefs. God fend us 

Help ! 

• L E T- 
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L E T T E R CCLXIII- 

Fnni^ the famé io tbi famé. 

A^rcbitùy 1715. 
|T is Tery true, Madam, dut you faaTe often 
been of Senrice in difcouifing wtth Mcn : I 
experieiKre it in the Corrdpondence you pennit 
me to hold with you : Your laft Letten hâve 
gkwttir me great Cemfort, freih Vigour, and air 
kicreafe of Zcal j at Uns very Inflantlfcd moïc 
ÛÊaÀ eycr, a Readinefs to do amy Tbîhg to ferré 
Religion, the King, and the Sfote. As I fludl 
take no Step withoutacquainting you with it, I 
fend you the Mémorial I intend to prefent to the 
King. 

Mémorial for tbe King. 
Though my Confidence in youf Majefiy's 
Goodneis, equals my Refpeô for your facred 
Perfon, I feel an extrême Timîdîty, when I am 
to afk any Thing for myfelf. My Attachment 
to you. Sire, is fo perfed^ that there is not 
âny thîng I wouli not facrifice to the Fear 
of dirpleaûng yoii ; ^and though my Wants are 
real, andtheOpportunitiés of gratifying them, 
folely from . the Vacancy of regular Abbeys, I 
had rather renounce ail Hopes, than expofe my- 
felf by a Pétition that might be difagreéable 
V y bu. Vour Majéfty perfiaps wonders tp hcâr 
.7 *me 
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me talk of Wants ; and yet nothing is more 
true. I hâve laid open my Circumftances to 
Father U Tellîer ; he knows what thofe Wants 
are, and what has been the Caufe of them : He 
is able to give your Majefty an Account of 
them. When informed of the State of my 
ÂfFairs, you'll give what Orders you think con- 
venient ; and you may be certain of fuch Sub- 
miffion on my Part, as will never fuffer me to 
harbour the leâft Regret or Wiib, contrary to 
your Will and Pleafure. 

L E T T E R CCLXIV. 

From the famé to the famé. 

March 24, 17 15. 

'TpHE Bifhop of Meauxy by ail Appearances, 
will foon be made a Cardinal. May he noC 
receive fome Marks of the King's Benevolence, 
which, by enabling him to fupport his new 
Dignity, may at the famé Time keep his Enc- 
mies in awe ? I fend you the Mémorial which 
I hâve delivered to the Nuntio : It will fliew you, 
Madam, that in preferving the Refpeâ due to 
the Holy See, and in ftudying the Good of the 
Church, I ftrenuoufly maintain our Libertîes ; 
that I fpcak as boldly in favour of the -Cardinal 
Je NoaiUes as he himfelf could do ; and that \a 
propofmg to hold a Council, without admitting 

N to 
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to !t anj Legates &om tbe Pope, we ftUI keep 
the Door open to tbofe who bave departed from 
us. To this Letter I fubjoin a Pièce containing 
the Preliminaries» u^hîch M* ^ihergt bas pro- 
pofêd to us, in the Name of the Cardinal di 
NoalUesy and our Anfwer thercto. You'U per- 
çoive that Reafon and Judice are on our Side, 
àîid that the other Party ftill entertain Diftrufts 
and Préjudices that do us much Harm. 

LETTER CCLXV. 

To tbe Duchefs of Vantadour. 

June i6, 171s. 
A NY oncthatfhould fee your Letter, woold 
rather admire the Receiver than the Giver of 
the Advice : It is more common to know how 
to difcourfe, than to receive with Calmnels and 
Humility what is faid to us, as you do, who 
are fo much, Madam, above me in Rank. But 
I hâve one Thing more to tell you : If you fol- 
low my Notions, yourMcthod of Education 
will not be confpicuous $ ail the Merit will be 
for future Times, and nothing of it apparent 
in the prefent. The late Dauphin, at five or 
fix Years old, underftood a thoufand Latin 
Words, and not bne when be became his own 
Mafter. But enough on this Head. Adieu, 
my dear Duchefs^ let us think of our Salvation, 
and bc always prçpared for our Departure : 

Death 
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Death cornes at any Age. We hâve loft twehre 
little Gîris at St. Cyr : They die tike Angdst 
and go to form our Community ia Heavea : 
May God lead thitber that xAMarli ! 

♦LETTER CCLXVL 

^0 Mr. de Torcy, Ambajfador at tbe 

Hague, 
SIR, 

T Receiv'd yours, and am fenfiUe of the Ad» 
drefi and Capacity with which you hayc 
hîtherto tranfaâed the great AfFair under yoiir 
ManagemenL You will obrerve, that our Wanta 
hère are not to be concealed i and that it is 
Vanity to ufe Artifices with the knowing Men 
with whom you are to deal. Let me bqg you 
therefore, in this Repreientation of our Cir« 
cumftances, to lay afîde Art, which cea(ès to be 
fuch when it is feen, and make ufe of ail your 
Skill to gain us what Advantages you can from 
the Enemy's Jealoufy of each other's Greatnefs; 
which is the Place* where only you bave room 
for any Dexterîty, If you hâve any Paffion for 
your unhappy Country, or any AfFeâion for 
your diftrefied Mafter, corne home with Peace» 

* This Letter» which is not in the Freneb £di-> 
don, was printed in the Tatltr^ v. i . The Tran« 
flator, who did not happen to recolleâ it till after the 
firil Edition was publifhed, would hâve thought it a 
material Omifiion not to hâve reprinted it now. 

N 2 Oh 
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Oh Heanren ! Do I lîve to talk of l^etms the 
Great as the Objeâ of Pity ? The King ihews a 
great Uneaflneis to be informed of ail that pailès ; 
but at the famé time îs fearful of every onc who 
appears in h's Prefence, left he fhould bring an 
Account of fome new Calamity. 1 know not in 
vHtat Terms to rcprefcnt my Thoughts to y<Ju, 
when I fpeak of the King with relation to his 
bodily Health. Figure to yourfelf that immor- 
tal Man, who ftood in our public Places, repre- 
lented wîth Trophîes, Armour and Terrors, on 
hîs Pedcftal : Onfider the Invincible, the 
Great, the Good, the Pious, the Mighty, which 
were the ufual Epîthets we gave him^ both in 
our Language and Thoughts. I fay, confider 
him whom you knew the moft glorious and 
greateft of Monarchs ; and now think you fec 
die famé Man an unhappy Lazar^ in the loweft 
Circumftances of Human Nature itfelf, with- 
eut regard to the State from whence he is fal- 
Icn. I Write from his Bcd fidc : He îs at pre- 
fent in a Slumber. I hâve many, many Things 
to add, but my Tears flow too faft, and my 
•Sorrow is too big for utterance. 

lam^ lâu 
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LETTER CCLXVIÎ. 

To tbe Marcbionefs '^ * *• 

5/. Cyr^ Sept, 3, lyiS*^' 
XTirHAT a Lofs hâve we met with ! No-^ 
thing now remains butto fubmit to Pro- 
ipidence. The King has died the Death of the 
Righteous, and, as the wife Man fays, full of 
Days. I flball not long furvive him: Whafr 
Pieafure can 1 from hcnccforth find in thi:> 
World ? and how can I bchold the Profpeâ o£ 
the Calamities that th' eaten the Kingdom ? My 
Heart longs to meet in Heaven that noble and 
pure SouJ, with whîch it has Been fo long 
delighted ; for I fhould look upon ît as a Crime 
to hefitate a Moment whether God has been 
merclful to him. Let us think of following him : 
Happy, if we perform that terrible Paflage with 
a Part oirly of his Fortitudc. I beg you would' 
get feventy three Maflcs faid at the Church oÉ 
the Holy Ghoft. 

LETTER CCLXVIIL 

To tbe famé. 

Sept. 5, 1715. 

««««»««« Q^ ^j^g Evenihg 
of our Return bom Marti ^ the King was fô 

N 3 weak. 
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weak, it was with Difficulty.he crept from the 
Clofet to his Prayîng-Dçfk. Two Days after 
he appeared to me fo far fpent, that I no longer 
doubted of his Death : I talked to him of God ; 
he readily liflened to me» and put me (èverat 
limes upon the famé Topic The 22l^f I enter* 
tained fon^ Hopes ; he eat and flept ; and the 
next Day difpatched fome Bufineis with M. 
Ymfau But whether Application badfatigued 
him, or his Difiemper was corne to a Cri&?y 
he fainted away. I was greatly alarmed at it^ 
but inftantly recoUeâed myfelf. When reco- 
vered from his fainting, I propoied to him to 
receive the Sacraments \ to which he anfwered, 
< 'Tis rather too foon, I iind myfelf well 

* enough.' I replied to him, that at aU times 
it was a wife Précaution ; that we could never 
be too early in hefeeching God to pardon our 
Offences. — Putting hiiû in mind of fome of 
his Aâions, which I had been £ye Witneis of^ 
he faid to me, ' You do me a Pièce of Service». « 

* Ithankyouforit/ — He confefled hîmfcif ; and 
I ufed my utmoft Endeavours to put on that 
Fortitude Ifo much admired in him : My chief 
Care was to refrain from weeping \ and as often 
as I feit the Tears ready to drop, I withdrew 
for a Moment.«-^He called for his Cafket, X 

't it to him, and he fearched it befbre 

mei 
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me; findiog ibtne Lifb of the Journées to 
Mûrit ^ * Thefe, laid he^are Papers of verylittle 
^ Confequence, no bad Ufe can be made of 

< them ;* then taking up another Paper, he 
added, * Let us biirn diis, ic might oocafion 

* Hacred and Strifebetween thofe two Minifters/ 
He found a Chaplet» which he gave xnc, iâyiag» 

* Carry it about you, not as a Relique» but to 

< keep me always in Remembrance.' The 
Cardinal di Ruban gave hîm the Viaticum % 
after whicb, he faid, ' I haveUved agreatniany 

* Years, but very £ew of them bave been fpent 
« in God's Service.'~He fent for the Royal Fa* 
mily» and (aid to them» * I recommend Peace 
and Unity to you.* The asth, tfaough he had 
no Fever, he waa exceflivdy thirfty : I gave him 
Dri^k three feveral ûmes. M. Fagon no longer 
dottbted that the Gangrené was got into his 
Leg ; he wfaifpered me that it had penetrated 
to the Bone, and that there were no mom 
Hopes : I pafled the Night by his Bed- fide, and 
talked with him about bis fpiritual Conccrns : 
He told me diat he had but three Tbtngs to re- 
proach himfelf with, and that God's Merdes 
were ftill greater than his Sins, The next Day 
Maréchal made two Incifions with a Lancet ; 
the King feit nothing, but fiônted away. The 
PhyAcians feeing him fo refolute and uncon* 
cerned, confulted about cutting off hi» Legt 

N4 Mr 
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M. Fagm would not propofe it to him ; I took 
upon me to do fo \ upon which he faid to them, 

* Do you think to fave my Life by it ?' Mare^ 
thaï anfwered there was but little Probability of 
k : * If fo, (âid the King, it is needlefs to put 
meto Iq much Pain.' Afttr this turning to the 
other Side, where the Marihal de Villeroy ftood, 
he.reached out his Hand to him, and faid, 
^ Adieu my Friend, we muft part.? — ^The Car-* 
dinal de Rohan and Father Le Tellïer came in s he 
had a long Conférence with them ; I withdrew 
togive free Vent to my Tears, and I heard only 
thefe Words upon entering the. Room again, 

* You'U anfwer for it before God.' — The ayth, 
he bid the Princes draw near him : He recom* 
mended the Dauphin to ^e Duke of Orléans^ 
andiàidto the Dvkc du Maine^ ' Take Care 

* of his Education ; be as ftrongly attached to 

* him as you hâve been to me/ — ^He then de* 
fired the Duke of Bourbon and the Prince of 
Conù not to imitate theîr Fathers. The Dau- 
phin having drawrn near, he gave him his BlefT» 
ing, and faid to him. * My * Son, you'll foon 
^ be a great King ; be a good Chriftian ; 

* Voltaire gives ^ this Speech in much the famé 
Words ; and adds, * Letvis XV. has alvvays preferv'd 
in Writing, at the Head of his Bed, the remarkable 
Words this Monarch faid to him, holding him be- 
tween his Arms as he lay in Bed,' Age ofLrwis XIV. 
V. 2. p. 91. 

* follow 
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^ follôw not my Example in regard to War,' 

* but endeavour to live in Peace with your 

* Neighbours : Render to God what you owe 

* to him ; foUow always the moft moderate 

* Counfels ; endeavour to reduce the Taxes, 
'*- and do what I unhappily hâve not been able ta 

* do myfelf/ The Dauphin having withdrawn, 
he ordered him to be called in again, embraced 
him with Tears in his Eyes, and added, ^ Take 
*■ notice, my Son, of ail I hâve been fayingto 

* you, as my laft Precepts ; and let thefe'Coun- 
< fels flnk deep into your Mind. Remember 
« that Kings die like other Mcn/ — He bid me 
adieu three. times : The fîrft time, he afTured 
me, that he regretted nothing but parting from 
me ; but, added he, with a Sigh, we fhall foon 
meet again : I entreated him to turn his Thoughts 
towards God only. The fécond time he afked 
my Pardon for not having lived with me fo wel) 
as he ought, and for not having made me happy ; 
hut that he had always loved and efteemed me. 
He defired me to take notic^e if the Attendants 
dtd not liften : ' However*, added he, * nobody 

* will ever be furprized that I give way to Ten-r 

* dernefs with you.* At the third Adieu, he 
iaid to me, * What will become of you ? yoir 

* are left dcftitute/ I éxhorted him to mind 
nothing but God ; but reflefling afterwards, 
that I could not tell how the Princes might« 

N 5. treat 
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fnmgent» jet calm ; that the King's Death was 

aChr^ftian Death ; that I b^ never begg'd any 
Thiitg of God but bis eternal Happinefs, and 
that ï was going to {but myfelf up wtth my 
ChiUren, At my Arrivai I found the Commu* 
nity afièmbled to receive me^ and at the Sight 
of the young Ladies I could not refrain from 
Teais: Bebold how many fatfaerlefs Chiidren 
are hère, faid I to the Archbiihpp of Rouen and 
the Biihop of Chartres^ who înfiftèd on waiting 
upon me to my Chamber I From ail that I bave 
boen relating to you *♦♦♦♦♦• 
TTfe reji is wanting» 

L E T T E R CCLXIX. 

To the famé. 

St.Cyr, Sept. 7, 1715. 

«««««♦«« The* Prince told 
me, as he entered my Apartmcnt, tbat he was 
corne to give me Aflurances of ail the Regard I 
couM deflre. I was going to return him Thanks, 
but he intemipted me, faying, that he did no- 
thing but hia Duty, and that I knew what had 
beoi prefcribed to hîm. I anfwered him, that I 
percetved with extrême Plcafure, by the Vifit 
-hemade me, theRefpeâ he preferved for the 
late King. * That Reafon atone,' replied he, 

* The Dttkf of Orléans, Régent of the Kitigdora,- 

* woul' 
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^ would hâve obligcd me, Madam, to pay you 

* a Vifit, without the leaft Regard to the 

* Efteem I hâve for you ; I hâve taken Mea- 
^ Aires for fecuring to you what the King al- 

* lowed you out of the CoflFer.' I.anfwer'd, 
that I did not at ail délire that Sum, and that it 
was too mucb, confidering the Condition the 
Finances were in. * It is a Trifle, faid he ; it 

* is true, however, that the Finances are ex- 
^ tremely difordered.' I told him I would em- 
ploy that Sum in good Works, and getting 
Prayers fsdd for hîm. * I hâve great need of 

* them, anfwered he, and begin aiready.to feel 

< the Burthen that is laid on me/ I afTured 
him that he would find it heavier hereafter. 
« I hâve, faid he, no other Objeâ in View, 

* than to deliver up to the young King his 

< Kingdom in a better Condition than I hâve 

* received it, and aftèr furrendering him the 

* rcgal Authority, enjoy the Tranquility and 
^ Honour I may bave acquired, I told him that 
Pcfign was much worthier of himfelf than that 
vf reigning, which fome People charged him 
with. * Had I the Misfortune to lofe the young 
« King, replied he, could I reign in Peace? 

^ot be engaged in a War wFth 
» faid I to him, I will never be- 
ports that are fpread to your Pre- 
ifi; Expérience has made me ac« 

quainted 
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quainted with the Malice of Mankind : I hâve 
nothing elfe to do now but confine myfelf 
within the Obligation of the Benefaâion you give 
me Affurances of (The MS, déficient) I engage 
upon Honour, fays he, to break ofFall Correfpon* 
dence with Spain. — ï (hall lay afide ail Thoughts 
of public AflFairs, and content myfelf with pray- 
îng for the Profperity of France. He again made 
me Proteftations of his Kindnefs to me and to 
Su ÇyTy and deiired that I would always apply 
direâljr to himTelf.' He then callcd for the La- 
dies of the Community, and thus addrefled 
them ; * Ladies, I hâve fent for you, to aiTure 

* you of the Proteâion you'll always meet wilih 

* from me: The King recommended you to 

* me, and that is fafficient : I am no Stranger 
.* to the Merit of a Houfe fo ufeful to al> the No- 

* bleiTe: You may addrefs yourfelve» to me 

* wfaenever you fee Occaiion : I am corne to 
> aflure you of it in Perfon, and to commend 

* myfelf toyour Prayers, that God may give me 

* Strength to be^ the heavy Buithen hîA on 

* me.' Madame came alfo to vifit me towards 
Evenings and gave me Notice of the intended 
Vifits of the Duché fs of Berry^ and the Duchefs 
of Orléans^ for whîch I fent them my Thaftks, 
"with a Rcqueft not to corne, that I might in- 

dùljge my Grief in S(>litude. 

* • • 

L E T- 



L E T T E R CCLXX. 

Tû tbe RtBor cf Maîntenon. " 

Septi 8, 17 15. 
^^ONE but God can comfort us for what he 
has deprived us of. I anx no longer to be 
depended upon ; I can bc of no farthcr Service. 
I fliall no more ftir out of St. Cyr. Pray to 
God to biefs this Retîreraent, which ihall be 
jny Préparation for Death. 

LETTER CGLXXL 

^0 tbe Princefs des Urfuia. 

Sepi. Il, 17 15. 
X1I7E aufl humble ourfdveBy Madam^ onder 
the mîgbty Hand that haà fmitten «s. I 
heartUy wi(h ibat your Situation was as liappy 
as mine. I hâve teein the King die like a Saiiït 
aad a Hero s hâve quicted the World, for which 
I had no Rdifli ; and am in the moft agreeable 
jRetirement. In this and ail Places I fludl «ever 
f emain youn» Csf^. 

LETTER œLXXIi; 

îH? M. Fagon. 

Sept. 18, 171 5. 
T ^AVE becn told. Sir, that you hâve re(ii^ 
to the ♦ King's Gacden : Nothing is more 

^ A Hoofe and Gard«n in Pémi^ maintaiori h^ 
Gorernment, where Leûurca are made gratis in 
my, Awatomy, isfc. 

fuitable i 
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fuitable -, I hope you'll find Reft there. I coih 
jure you to lire ftom henceferdi only for your- 
feif, and enjoy the QHnpauny of one of the moft 
honeft of Meii^ which you may lînd in your Son* 
My Retrcat h plealânt: I faw the King die 
like a Saint ; the Thing I ever wiflied fon I 
hâve forfaken the World, which you know I 
had no great Love for. My Life will be fliort: 
I am fcarcdy to be piticd ; it h honourable td 
hâve a King to mourn for. 

LETTER CCLXXIIL 

To M. d'Aubigné, Arcbhijhop of Rouen« 

T AM apprehenfive of Prîde, my Lord, wben 
I recoîleâ ail the Bleffings God has beftowed 
on me ; and I dread Ingratitude, in not acknow« 
ledging, with thoufands of Thanks, the Hand 
that fupports me, and renders me almoft infen- 
fible of my Lo(s and of my Fall. Don*t write 
to me without dropping in fome Exhortation : 
It's your Province, and 'ta my Duty to giv^ 
you an attentive Heariiig. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R CCLXXIV. 

To Madame de Caylus. 

Sept.^ij 17 15. 
'TpHEREis always oneAdvantage in removing: 
. I hâve amaflTed more Riches, I find, than I 
thôught ihyfelf Miftrefs of. You'U receive a 
black Bag, in which are fome Things that may 
be acceptable to your Chiidrén : I hâve added 
to it two fmall Trunks which you'll fet a great 
Value on. As I always tack a little Avarice to 
my Liberalities, you fhall mate me a Prefent of 
a Silver Bell to lie upon my Table. However 
I may hâve been accuftomed to good Attendance» 
I was never fo expeditioùfly ferved as hère ; yet 
I forefee the Bell will be ufeful to me» My 
Jletreat ia indeed delightful. 

LETTER CCLXXV. 

To the famé. 

Oéiob. 7, 17 15.. 
y^OME and fee me, but.come without At- 
tendants and without Noife. It is verj 
hàppy for me that I can end my Days in fo fine 
a Retreat. I rife at Six, go to Mafs at Seven, 
and fometimes affift at the Exercifes and at the 
Récréations of the Ladies, whom I hâve defired 
to give- me Notice when they (bail perceive me 
beginning to dote. It muft be confeffed, that 

it 
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It is very honourable. to live long : It is now 
thought no Icfs than an £!o^um on me to fay, 
She yet reafins weU ; Jbe ftill writes witb afitaèf 
Hand, This is great Praife j enough, indeed» 
lo encourage Selfrlove ! 

L E T T E R CCLXXVI. 

^0 the famé 

Nov. 10, 17 15. 
T AM very forry your Son is net devout j an 
honeft Man is at no great Diftance from 
God ; he need only take him for the Objeft 
and the End of ail his Ââions ; it is not at ail 
neceflàry for us to be for ever in a Church. For 
the reft, I think you extremely happy in the Com- 
pany of a Son that loves you tenderly. I hâve 
been told you are melancholy : Shake it ofF, 
my dear Nièce ; Sorrow is neither good for this 
World, nor for the next. I hâve feen the Duke 
de NoailleSy and I hâve defired him, and very fm- 
cerely too, not to be hafty in paying me another 
Vifit ; for Vifits do me much Harm, in putting 
me in mind of what I am endeavouring to for- 
get : They bring back to me ail the Bitternefs 
of the Court. Our Cardinal, who is no longer 
ours, is no more to be pitied than we. Adieu. 



L E T- 
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LETTER CCLXXVIL 

^0 tbe famé. 

J HAVE fcen the Marflial de Filljfroy : He is 
more, dqeftod than cver, and r^lly miich to 
be pitied i for he has nqtihtag tp afford him Coin- 
fort : God will, perhaps, touch his Heart by 
Croffes and MisforUnes. Tbc- SnvUl-pox m 
rifc hère ; I fliall be as folitaiy aff I délire. I 
ibmetime^ prétend BufineG, in order to (but 
myfelf up } I Write, I wçep, I makc up Par- 
^u^s^ and ieelc for Employaient. I h^ the 
Couine ibme Day!» a^ to look: agaùci at che 
£eliq«es which ^9 Kkig ufed t0 carry about 
bim i yoor At'tachmeat to hh Perfon and your 
Piety induce me to believe^ that jrou will net be 
forry to bave fome of them in your Poflcffion. 

LETTER CCLXXVIIL 

To tbt famé. 

Jan. I, i7i6» 
A Good Day and a happy ncw Year to you, 
my dear Nièce : I wiâi you an Encreafe 
of Piety^ of Underftanding, and of Health ; 
thefe I take to be the greateft Bleffings. I am 
in Fear for the Duke du Maine ; his great Déme- 
nt is to hâve been too much bèloved by the 

King. 



( »83 ) 
King. I can more eafily bear thè Ingratitude 
of fome and the Forgetfulnefi of othcr^» than 
the partîcular Friendihip which is fhewn me; 
that Prince redoubles his for me ; fo that, by 
interefttng myfelf in tbe Concerns of a certain 
Number of Perfons, I am ever ready to fliare in 
their Affliâions withoiit partaking thetr Plea- 
fures. The Archbîibop of R^uen bas giveh me 
an Accoimt of his Troubles : They daily infult 
him, by tellinghim, that we muft no longer 
build upon what was done by die King : Yet 
I defy them ail to take wifer Steps. Go4 t>« 
praifed f 

L E T T E R CCLXXIX. 

Frêm Mademoifelle d'Aumale U> JMktdamê 

de Maiotenoti. 

Jan. 14, 1716, 
'TpHE Duke du Maine is poihed to Extrcmi- 
tics : You know what his Crime is : They 
counterfeit an Apprehenflon of fome defperate 
Step. - M. d*Jrgenf<m is rccoropcnfed. I tcU 
you again, it ivould be right to fpend your lei<« 
fure Hours in wrtting your Life: It will be 
read with Pleafure» and be very edîf^ing : A 
Conicience, fo tender as your's, ought to look 
«ipon it as a Duty toprevent the Falfities whicb 
HiftorLans, taking their Information from your 
Enemies, will throw out concerning you \ for 

the 
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the pureft ^^rtue is no Security againft Ca^ 
lumny and Credulity. 'Tis the Opinion oF the 
Archbiihop ; 'tis the Opinion of the Mar(hal ; 
^tis mine» and confequendy the Voice of the 
moft faithful Attachaient. 

L E T T E R CCLXXX. 

To Mademoi/elle d'Aumale. 

Jan. 18, 1716-. 
¥ Would hâve willingly glorified God, by mak- 
ing known ail that he has done for me, but 
ii*s now impoffible : I hâve burnt ail the Mate- 
rials, and am therefore incapable peih.ps happilf 
of proving any thing. My Life abounding with 
EfFeâs of Providence, would îndeed be agrce- 
ftble to thofe who love God, but totally infîpid 
to fuch as would expeâ Intrigues and public 
Events in it, and then find themfelves difap- 
pointed. Such a Life is not made for this Ag^: 
Wçuld it be believed, that in the Time of 
Splendor and Crédit I never thought of myfel^ 
and was in high Favour only for the G.ood of 
others ? That when I thought myfelf obliged to 
it, I hâve given Counfel againft a Friend» 
and begg'd a Favour for an Enemy ? If the 
World woVild but think fo,. what Amufement 
could they, that love Books of Entertainment 
only, find in perudng fuch Things ? I look 
upon my Life as a Miracle,, wbea I refleâ» that 
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I was born impatient, and that the King never 
perceived it, even when I found myfelf wound 
up to the higheft Pitch, and ready to quit ail : I 
was born of an open, ingenuous Difpofition) 
and it bas been m y Fatc for cver to diflêmble. 
During my firft Years of Favour, I was excef- 
fively nettled when the Kîng did not grant mc- 
•ail that I aflced him for my Relations ; my Cu- 
ftom was to weep when alone; and as foon as 
the King entered the Chamber to cheer up my 
Countcnance, and feem to be well pleafed. My 
Dcfign, from the Beginning, was to refeue him 
out of the Hands of Women, and give him to 
God. It would hâve bcen impoffibie to havie 
•fucceeded in this *without extrême Complai- 
iance. God alone knows ail I went through ^ 
I was at Court, in order to fanâify the King, 
and to fuffer, when he ran counter to me. Judge 
theri, whether the perufal of thefe Things would 
prove an Amufement : I fliall not therefore write 
my Lile, fince I ougbt not to conceal the Work- 
ingsofGod, and (I repeat it again) am deter- 
mined not to tell every thing. 

LETTER CCLXXXI. 

^0 Madame de Caylus. 

Feh. I, 1716. 
"ITirHAT a Misfortune, my dear Nièce, is it 
. ^ to be concerned for the public Good ! But 

does 
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does Retiremcnt make a Change in us ? The 
MaHhal de Filkrty has wrote to me in a Stile 
cu>re tragic than that of Racine^ nay» more than 
that of Lottge-PUrre. I hope mj Penfion will 
be paid s however, be net uneafy about me : 
MaiiiUam is fufficîcnt to keep me from ftarving. 
Madame ée Aitilfy I find is xeduced ^ God be 
praiièd! I by it cordially» as devout Folks 
ufually do, but not with dttt Unconcern. The 
lit;tle Phrafe of Dangêou bas pleafed aie. My 
cnly Pleafure no«r k, tbat of keeptng tip a Cor- 
rerpoodence with thofe that Wed the King : It 
cofts me bowever fome Tears, but even they are 
jauch more pleaiànt tban bearing of the Ingra- 
titude of Courtiers. Adieu, my dear Ntecej 
Jive betimes like an oU Woaian as I bave donog^ 
and you'U live as long as me. 

L E T T E R CCLXXXIL 

To tbefame. 

Mard}^ 1716* 

^HE Arcbbifliop of Rouen is Hke Jeb affitâed 
in Body and Mind, on account of the State 
of Religion ; and is infulted too and reviled by 
the Party. The Prelates who fland up for the 
good Caufe, are apprehenfive the Cardinal de 
Rohan will defèrt them. I (bail pity Made* 
nïoifelle de* "^'^y if (be lofes her Mother 1 but I 
cannot pity thofe wbo die. Don't increafe your 

Expences i 
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Expences s, 'm TK)thing but Vanlly^ Ifaat oiakira 
us wiûi for fo many Things : A plciity of Nc- 
ceilarics is contained witbin a narrow Com-* 
pais, Get me a black Robe ; let it be made 
like a Sack ; I can bear neilher Plaits nor Gir* 
die, I am fo fell away. Witbin tfals Fortnight 
I am grown aboutiifteen Years older; and yct 
M. Dangeau bas wrote me a few Words in a 
very gallant Strain. It was a long while fince I 
had heard any thiilg about my £ne £yes. I 
think myfelf happy however in tkeir being good 
enough to wrtte tp you ib frequentiy. 

LET TER CCLXXXIIL 

To tbe famé. 

Sept. 1716. 
'X/^^ft'^f^^y ^'^^ ^ot fpcnt fo agreeably betwecn 
Madame Dangiau and I, as the prêceding 
Day : She entered into a long Ecclairciflement 
about Janfenifm 5 according to her there is no 
fuch Thing as Janfenifm 5 'tis only a Pretext 
made ufe of to perfecute very honeft People» 
whofe Morals are irreproachable : The Contraft 
bctween the Cardinals de Rohan and Noailles was 
net forgot: AU thofe, whom we call the found 
Party, wcre willing to pleafe the King for their 
own Intereft, and that Point was amply and 
frankly diicuffed on both Sides. Don't think 
this Difpute bas occafioned the leaft CoUnefs 

I betWMA 
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between us : I anfwered her wtth grcat Calm- 
nefs î and ihe exprefTed (o much Tendernefs for 
me, that it was impoffible not to be affeded 
with it. I cannot conceive how fhe (hould 
bave fo great an AiFeâion and Frièndihip for a 
Perfon lik^ me^ who can no longer excite any 
Paffion, but thofe of Pitjr, Difguft and Sorrow. 
You are warmer than I on the Article of Janfe- 
nifm ; but I pardon you, for we ought to fuffer 
every one to hâve his own Way of thinking : It 
îs true, Uniformity in Sentiments contributes 
much to increafe Friendihip$ but this is entirely 
out of our Powen 

LETTER CCLXXXIV. 

To the famé. 

iViw. 4, 1716. 

yj'OU will hardly believe that I am a SufFerer 
by the Chamber of Juftice ; yet is it true, for 
I am plagued with* a Multitude of Petitioners, 
^^gging Recommendations to the Duke de 
Nouilles, I am fo well perfuaded that ail my 
Requefls would be politely heard, and negle<Sled 
with Indifférence, that I give every body a Dé- 
niai. The Duke du Maine avers, that that 
* Engltfljjnan bas neither Honour, Religion, 
nor Faiih; that his Projeâ: was rejeâed by the 
Parliament of Scotland. That Man and Dubois 

• Mr. La*ws. Sce Voltaîrt, 

2 are 
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arc goîng to ruin France. Alas ! The King 
Was thinking, a Month before he died, of 
hothing but eafing the People, and énrlching 
the State. 

L ET TER .CCLXXXV. . 

To the famé. 

Nov. 171 6. 

'TpHE Bifliop of * Fr^ut has paid me a Vifit : 
The AfFairs now on the Carpet are of to 
différent a Nature from thofe of former Times, 
that I cannot fay our Converfation was pleafant; 
however, it îs agrécable to converfe wîth him. 
The Stories I hear make me fo melancholy, that 
I could even returil to America^ àxà not my Age 
forbid it. How 'many extraordihary Thîngs 
hâve I feen ! The Duchefs of Burgundy obtained 
every thîng by her Tears, and by fuch Ways as 
would bave occafioned the Pall of any other. 
Madame de Montffpan had fix Mice harneffed to 
a lîttle Coach of Filligree, and fuffered them 
to bite her fine Hands : She kept Pigs and Goats 
under painted and gilt Ceilings : And the King 
would fliew her to bis Minifiers as a Child .; 
yet (he knew the Secrets of State, and gave 
Counfel, fometlmes good, fometimes bad, as 
her Paffions guided her. Adieu; you bave 
great Reafon to expeâ an irreconcileable Hatred 

O from 

* Afterwards Cardmal de Tleurj. 
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from die Party : They know what they hâve 
loft in lofing you. I fancy the Papers found upon 
Father ^ueftul are in the Hands of the Jefuits : 
It was from them that the Kihg received them 
by a few Sheets at a Time : I fpent many Even- 
ing9 in perufing thenu 

LE T TER CCLXXXVI. 

To the famé. 

May 14, 17 17. 

T SHâLL always be chearfui; this is what 

my Heart anfwers you : But Reafon tells 

you, that far from multiplying your Vifits, you 

su'e to forbear them to one, who {hould now 

be forgotten, and made to forget every thing 

that i3 not agreeable to me. I hâve thought 

• more than once of the Removal of your Son the 

Chevalier. You know it is my MIsfortune to 

he no Stranger to the Seniàtions of a Mother : 

You hâve Mortifications : I am much afraid the 

Remainder of our Livcs will not prove more 

comfortable. We pay dearly for the Pleafures 

and Gio^ineÊ of Youth. I find, in reviewing 

my Life, tiî^t (ince the Age of thirty-two, which 

Vras the Begiitnîng of my Fortune,. I hâve not 

been a Mometit without fome Uneafmefs, and 

that my ÂffliAioûs hâve always been upon the 

Encreafe. Adieu ^ I don't regard Tckmachus. 

Next 
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Next JVidnefday we'U talk bf the Czar, whô 
feems to be a great Man> at leaft ever fkice he 
enquir'd after my Health« 

L E T T E R CCLXXXVII. . 

^othe Marchionefs de * * *• 

Mây ï2, 1717. 

T Plainly «fcern the Marflial de Viileroy's Cha- 
raâer, in the Application hë has made to the 
Duke of Orléans without letting yoù know any 
thing of it : He did the famé for me at the 
Death of the Queen Mother : He begg^d of the 
King a Penfion, though he had fcarcely ever 
fpoke to me. • He has juft wrote to me in a 
very tragic Stile on the Affairs of the Times. 
I fliould bç: glad to be the third Perfon in Com- 
pany when you are weeping with Madame de 
Chevreufe : >HeR Teiirs are ver^ finCere, and flfe 
has great Reafon to mourn. How wîU M. âe 
Dangeauy who finds fault with nothing, get 
clear.of the.prefent State of the World? God 
Jias h^hly favour'd you in giving ynu a Reltfli 
for Solitude ;.faf you l'are naturally fit for the^ 
World^ • I mean that World I was formerly 
acquainted with. 'Tis not the only Bkffing 
you hâve received, I know no one that owes fo 
many Acknowledgnaents. God grant that the 
ReprefentaXion of Àthalmh inay'prodùce fome 

O % Convcrlions! 



l ^9^ ) 
Cènverfîoiis !'I thinkit is the fineft Pièce I 
cver faw. I am furprized that the Cardinal A 
Noaillés does not oppofe its being aâed by 
Comedians : You may weli fuppofe that this û 
very ill reliflied at Su Cyr^ 

LÉTTER CCLXXXVIIL 

To Madame de Caylus. 

Jum iij 1717. 
T HAVE fient to iaquire about your Health ; 
and tbts Moment a Meflènger àcquaihts me, 
jthatithe Czar intends to be hère in the Afternoon, 
if I hâve no Objection to it. I did notdare to 
anfwer in the Négative; and I will wait for 
him on my Bed : I know not whether we are to 
receive him wîth Ceremony, nor if he is for 
ieeing the whole Houfe. ♦«♦♦*♦ 

At feven in the Evening he arrived ; he fat down 
by my Bed's-Side, and afted me by an Inter- 
préter whether I wa& fick i I faid that I was j 
be aiked wfaat my Ailment mîght be; I an- 
fwered, ^eat Âge and a pretty wéak Conflitu* 
tion. He knew not what to leply, and his In- 
terpréter feemed not to underftand me. His 
Vifit was very O^àn ; he caufed the Curtain to 
be open'd at the BedVFeet^ in order to hâve a 

' Pccp 
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Peep at me : And you'll allow that it muft faave 
given him a mighty Satisfaâion. ., 

L E TT E R CCLXXXIX. 

To thi famé. 

Nov. 1717» 

T Should be very forry to bc oblîged to blot out 

the Cardinal de Rohan from the Lift of thofe 

I efteem : It is already a very (hort one. I flialL 

bc much furprized, if the ♦ Cardinar& Acccp- 

tancc contents the Pope. 'Tis pîty we Ihouîi 

ÎQ late improve our Mînds ! I ihould hâve fpaied 

myfelf great Trouble, had Iknown every thing 

that Kings and Popes cati.do. Methtnks it is- 

dangerous to remain where we are ^ temporîzing' 

will not do the Buiinefs : What has been donc 

would redound to the Crédit of our Bifhops, \î 

they make an End of the Work ; and will ba 

conftrued as Wcaknefs, if they don't. *Tis my 

Opinion i perhaps only the Opinion of a Wo^ 
man* 

L E T T E R CeXC. 

^0 the famé. 

March 10, 171 8, 
T AM cxtremely afliamcd that I hâve not hère 
the Contraâ of my Grandfather : I muft 

• Cardinal Noailles^ who for a long Time, op- 
pofed the ConiliCiition Unigenitus, 

O 3 needs 
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jieeds hâve left ît among the Wrîtîngs of my 
Eftate oi Alaintenm* It is ridiculous enough 
in me to hâve always lived in tbat Careleffiiefs 
about Thîngs thatperfonally concern me. The 
Superior of Saint Qrr, who is warmer than I on 
this Head, has brought me to the Proofs ex* 
hibited for my Brother. They are as refplen- 
dent as the Sun ; but I look upon them as a 

Work of Flattery made for a Perfon in high Fa- 
Your. I hâve extraâed nothing from it, but 
the Date of my Grandfather's Contraft, which 
is as foUows. < Marriage Contraâ betwecn 

* Theadore Agrippa (TAubignê^ Efquire, Lord of 
Landes^ Guillemery and Chailhu, Equerry to the 

* King of Navarrây and Gentlemen in ordinary 

* of his Bed Chamber, Son of John d*Auhigne^ 

* Lord oïRie, and of Dame Catherine de PEftang^ 

* with Damoifelle Sufanna de Lezay^ Daughter 

* of the Noble and Puiflant Lord Ambrofe de 

* Lezay^ and of Damoifelle Rinée de Vivonne. 
Never hâve I yet had fo much Trouble about 
my Nobleffè, as in copying ail this. This Con- 
traâ: is of the 6th June 1583, rcceived by Vajfe 

• Notary, £3^f. 



t E T.. 



('a95 ) 

L E T T E R CCXCI. 

TV tbâ Marcbionefs de * * *. 

T Never doubted of the Succefs of this AfFair, 
though my + Nièce is very young. It 
would hâve becn difficult for M. dt Armagnac to 
hâve found more Riches and Support* The 
Survivorfliip, the Brevet of Retainer, the im- 
menfe Dowry, ail put together, are rare Things 
in thefe Days. The Duke of Or karts has done 
more than the King himfelf would hâve done : 
At leaft I durft not hâve carried my Hopes fo 
high. My Timidity has fpoiled many Things^ 
and my Difcretion has often bcen the Caufe of~ 
my doing Service by Halvcs. Had I known the 
full Extent of my Power, I might, perhaps, bave 
made an Abufe of it ; and had the King liflcned 
to me lefs, I fliould, perhaps, bave bccn more 
important. The Bifhop of Frejus has wrote me 
a congratulatory Letter, which does him ftill 
more Honour than it gives me Plcafure. I con- 
ceive how joyful the Cardinal muft be : Ail thia. 
AfFairishis Work. The Abbé de Lorraine i% 
not the Man he wants. Formerly they thought 
fo. In our Days the Houfcs of the Grandees 

+ Madcmoîfclle de Noailles^ Daughtcr of the 
Duke de Noaillesy and of Mademoifelle de Àuhigni % 
married Prince Charles of Lorraine^ Son of M. di 
Armagnac: Shewas not yet thirteen Ycars old. 

O4 are 
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are like thofe of Sovereign Princes. I hâve feen 
the Birth of sdl theiè Contradiâions. 

L ET TER CCXCII. 

^0 the famé. 

CO then, neîther Forms of Juftice nor Ties 
of Blood are any longer re^arded \ The late 

King was miftaken, in fancying Men werc 
lefs wîcked than they are ! It was in order to 
prevent ail that they are now doing againft the 
Duke du Maine and the Count of Toulouze^ that 
he matched their Sifters with the * three 
Branches. He thought by that to fecure their 
Rank, and at-tach them for ever to the Tree of 
the Bourbons. What will the Ducheis of Berry 
do ? There would be no room to hefitate, if fhe 
was willing to acquire Glory, To fay that the 
Parliament aâs in tbis Café only thro' Com* 
plaifance or Fear, is grofly impofing upon the 
whole World. The Right of Sucseffion is too 
diftant a Right j it was granted only in order 
the better to fecure the Right of the legltimate 
Princes. In fliort, that Pétition is fcandalous. 
The Mémorial of our Princes is very énergie : 
I don't fee what Anfwer can be made to it ; but 
ought I not to recolleâ, that now-a-days no- 
tbing is done according to the Ruies of Reafon 
a^d Juftice ? BleiTed be God ! His Will be-done. 
* Orléans, Condé,, and Conti. 

L E T- 
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LETTER CCXCIIL 

^0 the Marcbionefs de * * *. 

1718. 

^pHEY ftiU dwcll upon Father U Tellier^ aa. 
if cvery thing he did was a Crime. Yoa 
know I nevcr liked him ; yet I am really coii- 
cerned to fee them lay Thing^ to his Charge m 
which he never had any hand. The IIl-ei>cline4 
make ufe of his Name, in order to render the^ 
found Doârine odious, and vilify ail the Mea^ 
Aires that hâve been taken to fupport it« Th& 
Refolutions of the Aflembly were very juft* 
Every thing that weakens or invalidâtes them»^ 
tends to Schifm and Rébellion. You kno^r. 
how many Perfons I hâve in thàt Party that are 
dear to.me; judge then virfaata Mortification it 
would be to prote£t what I look upon as a great 
Error. 

LETTER CCXCIV. 

To the famé. 
TXTHAT you tell me concernîng the MarfhaP 
ilJxeUei does not furprize me; but the 
Conduâ of the * C. 4? N\ gives me a great 
deâl of UneaTmefs. That fixed Point, whicir 
he fo often promifed me, does not agrée, with 
bis irrefolute Temper» But vvrhy did \it dêceivé 

♦ The Cardinal de Noailles probably^ from the 
Context and from other Letters. 

-i o 5 me? 
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me? After having tried every Expédient, he 
will perhaps return at laft of his own accord 
to the only one that can redore Peace to the 
State and to the Church. We hâve feen one 
another agam with ail the Demonftrations of 
our former Fricndfhip, wîthout ftifling in our 
Hearts the Complaints we owed each other for 
Interruption's Sake. I like M. de Villars ex- 
ceedingly, for not concerning himfelf with thefe 
Iniquities ; I could only wiili that he did through 
Piety what he does from Prudence. I never 
was more feniîble of the Decay of my Senfes : 
It gives me no Uneafinefs : What does it fig- 
nify, whether ail Things be in Order or Con- 
fufion, when we hâve but few Days to livc ? 

L E T T E R CCXCV. 

^0 the famé. 

T AM very ilbrry to hâve no good News to tell 
you of Mademoifelle de BaJjUgny : She is ftill 

in the famé Condition : I very heartily com- 
miferate it,*and am concerned at ail your Trou- 
bles. OfFer them up to God, my dear Marchi- 
onefs : He alone cai> make.us amends for them» 
and at our Yeans it îs-Tiqie to be.fenfihle of tbe 
Vanity and Emptinefs of human Things* M. de 
Villercy would do better to quit a * Country 
which he is not made for : He is too virtuous 

* Meaning the Conrt* 

/or 



( 299 ) 
for It He 18 much grieved, but has not Refb- 

lution to breàk loofe, and comforts hinifelf in 

his prefent Difgrace by the Remembrance of his 

paft Crédit. For my Part, I cannot in my 

whole Life recoUefl: any Scènes of Pleafure fo 

exqulAte as my prefent Affliâions are bitter ; 

and ail my Confolation centers in the Expeâa- 

tton of that lafl Hour, which will foon corne 

and put a Period to ail my Joys and ail my 

Sorrows. 

L E T TE R CX:XCVI. 

To the famé. 
A LL thefe Diforders rack me, and if God 
does not givc me more Patience under 
them, I (hall not die of old Age. The Cardinal 
de Rohan has dcceived me more than ail the reft : 
I anfwered for him to the late King, but he has 
doubtiefs forgot upon what Conditions. The 
Duchefs du Maine writes to me in a Strain that 
excites Compaffion : I receîve no Intelligence 
from the Count of Touiouze : However uneafy 
I may be, I am very glad of that prudent Con»- 
dud. M. de Teffe has made me a Vifit. It is 
very melancholy to difcourfe with Men fully 
fenfible of their Mifery, and who want For- | 

titude to extricate themfelves ! I ihall write no i 

more to you, for the Dead write not, and I. j 

reckon myfelf amongft them. The Breath of j 

Life is almoft gonet It is bigh Time to die. | 

Why 1 
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Why fliould I ftay any longer în this World ? 
I hâve nothing to do in it, and Ws Bufinefs only 
tbat makcs us fond of ftaying hère. 

LETTER CCXCVII. 

^0 tbefame. 

^HE Duke du Mainis Misfortune more 
■^ grieves than furpriz^s me. I am fure he îs 
îrinocent. God will avenge him- What 
ftrange Things was I born to fee ! The latc 
King forefaw a Part of theni, and I made him 
eafy about the reft. He reckoned when he died, 
that his Peuple would at laft enjoy the Tran- 
quility which his Labours had procured them.— 
I api afliamed of fending my Receipt to the Trea- 
fury : I could wifli to be under no Obligation ta 

C -A — 1 nris nôt his Efteem for me, 

'tis my great Age that fcrecns me from his Per- 
fecution and his Attempts. Would he werc 
but fenfible of ail he owes me ! I pity the poor 
Cardinal) and ftill morein his Triumph than in 
his Difgrace. *Therc's no Religion left : How 
then do you expeâ any Juftice ? I am gone to 
Bed, and hope never to rifç out of it- What 
ftiould I do longer in this World ? I hâve feen 
in it Things horrible enongh ; The Meafiire of 
Iniquity is fiUed u^. 

LET- 
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L E T T E R CCXCVIIL 

^0 thefame. 
TT AD thc * Archbifliop of Rheims lefs Zeal 
"^ and Steadinefs, he would doubtlefs be hap- 
pier. Let us thank God there are yct Men in 
his Church, who cannot be brought to bend 
the Knee to the Grandees of the Earth. This 
Schifm cuts me to the Heart. What Pains did 
not the late King take to make Peace in the 
Church ! AU the Meafures they are now taking 
will plunge the Ktngdom into the greateft Ca- 
lamities. Thcy^re rufhing upon Deftruâion ; 
they'll perceive it, and endeavour to retreat, but 
they will not be able to do it ; as they are not 
terrified on the Edge of the Précipice, it won't 
be in their Power to get out, when once fallen 
into it. The violent Conduû of Father Le 
Ttllier is no Excufe for thefe Proceedings : Zeal 
for the found Doârine ought not to make us 

* Mail/y, Archbilhop of j^r/es, and afcerwards of 
Rheims; a great Stickler for the found Dodrîne, 
Brother of the Marquefs de Ne/le, and of the Count 
Je Mailfyf who had marrîed Mademoifelle lie St. 
Hermine f Neice, a-la^mode de Bretagne ^ of Madame de 
Maintenons who had obtained him the See of Rheims, 
He had ilgned two Pièces, which the Parliament of 
Taris ordered to be bornt by the Hands of the com- 
mon Hangman. Maiîly thanked God for it by a 
folemn 7> Deum, God rewarded him. The Pope 
made him a CardinaL ■■■■ See V9lt(ùrt\ Age of 
Louis XIV. Chap. 33. 

X refemble 
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rcfemUc thc Abettors of Error. I rcceîve Com- 
pliment upon Compliment, but nothing afluages 
my Grief. I am now thoroughly fenfible, that 
we are never more attached to this World, than 
when we are juft ready to le^ve it. Pray to God 
to give me that Contempt of ît, which fo well 
'becomes a Perfon of my Age, 

L ET TER CCXCIX. 

To Madame de Caylus. 

Marcb 17, 17 18. 
T Greatly dlfapprove what bas been done about 
the Letter of the Archbifliop of Rheims» I 
likewife find great Fault with the Régulation 
concerning the Troops, and take upon me to 
draw bad Confequences from it. I never was 
fo much takcn up with great Affaîrs : *Tis well- 
timed indeed ! Will our Bifhops do nothing to 
revenge the Affront the Epifcopal Order bas juft 
received ? Solitude now appears very melan- 
choly to me. The Remembrance of paft Times 
is Death to me ; the prefent makes my Blood 
boil, and Futurity ftagnates it. I am no longer 
able to Write ; I am now capable of nothing 
but'Reft, which is a fad Occupation. Thc 
Nun that lies over my Head is dying : They arc 
aftually giving her the Extrême Unflion. Her 
ConfefTor, who is alfo mine, ftept in as he was 
going up to her Room. He came into my 

Cbamber to reconnoitre bis Poft. 

C H A- 
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CHARACTERS. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

Ilmagined the Reader would witb Pleafure 
pcrufe the following Chawiâers, Thcy are 
not ail drawn by Madame de Maintenon :. 
Thofe only of Turenne^ Condij Colbert^ Louvois^ 
Madame de LonguevtUej and the Duke oiOrleanSf 
belong to her : The reft are by another Hand» 
I don't know that tbey hâve yet appeared in 
Print. They are Fragments of Mcmoirs which 
Madame de Maintenons and, one of her female 
Friends, had wrote on the Reign of Louis XIV* 
and on fuch Events at Court as they had been 
Eye- Witncfles of. Thefe Mémoire are yet cx- 
tant 'j and if a Copy of them can be procured^ 
the Publication of them may be depended on» 



7h 
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Tbe Prince ofCondê 

T Ived and died like a Hero. He had the Phy* 
fiognomy of an Eagle. In his Youth he 
was â Fop : During the Civil Wars faefcdlowed, 
Gallantry only to compafs political Ends. He 
was a weak Friend, but an open Enemy. It is 
fâid that he had a languifhing Eye in the Field 
of Battle. He was too fiery to fpare the Soldiers ; 
yet humaney and much beloved by the Troops» 
He proteâed and debafed the Parliament. His 
Difgraces and Misfortiines always rendered him 
more haughty ; and yet he was infolent in Prof-, 
perity. He defpifed the Coadjutor as fincerely^ . 
on account of his Licendoufneis, as he hated 
MoTuirin for getting him imprifoned.' He ten- 
terly loved his Son, and detefted his Wife. In 
bis Vengeance there is fbmething that difguih 
even thofe who efteem him. Ks aimihg at the 
Crown of Pâland did him Honour itiParisy 
and made him a little ridiculous at Court. The 
Conqueft of Franche-Corné reinftated hîm in 
the King's Favour, who faid in the Prefehce of 
Barbefieux and Vilteroy when he heard of hîs 
Death, / have.Ujl the greatejl Mon inngKing^' 
dom. 

Madame de la Valiere. 

'TpHERE is not a more amiable Man than the 
^ * King, nor did cver Woman love him more 

tenderly 
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tenderly than Madame de la VaUen* Her Heart 
was fimple and pure, incapable of Fraud, Arti« 
fice and Meannefs. I never knew a brighter 
Soûl : She was formed for God. Mild and 
gentle, of an even Temper, and always in that 
languilhing Difpofition which charms a Lover ; 
liftening to nothing but the Diâates of her 
Heart ; too much taken up with the King ta 
mtnd her own Fortune, or that of her Relation» 
and Friends* 

M. de la Rochefoucault 

OAD a happy Phyfiognomy, a noble Air, 
much Wit and Judgment, and little 

Learning : He was intriguing ; flexible s had 
Fore-knowledge ; and as fome hâve added, 
was falfe. He was reprefented by many as hav- 
ing a bad Heart : If this be true, Retirement 
and Age muft hâve mended his Charaâen I 
never knew a Friend more firm and open- 
hearted, nor a better Counfellor in that Quality. 
He loved to be uppermoft* Perfonal Courage 
feemed a Folly to him, and he could fcarcely 
keep that Opinion tohimfelf; neverthelefs he 
was brave. He retained to his dying Day hig 
lively and witty Humour, which was always 
entertaining ; tho' he was naturally grave. His. 
Son caufed the Father's Faults to be forgotten» 
diftinguiihed himfelf by his Talents, gained the 

Affeâion 
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Affedion of many by bis Politenefs, and rofe to 
a certain Degree of Favour at Court. 

Madame de Montefpan 

XX7AS agreeable and beautiful. If any tbmg 
could bave impair'd tbe Splendor of the 
jnoft brilliant Reign, if was the King's Paf&on 
for this Lady, theonly Circumftance capable of 
tarnifhing bis Glory. Madame ék MonUfpan 

had lovely Eyes, childifh Airs, and tbe fineft 
Complexlon in the World, even after baving 
had feveral Children : She had Wit, Pride and 
Haughtinefs. Never did any Miftrefs reign 
more ; yet was flie wholly unfit for fuch a Station i 
She loved the King by Fits and Starts, but 
Money muph more. Her Whims daily plunged 
him into exceflivc and îd!e Expences. She ne- 
ver loved her Children, and yet fpoiled them. 

Tbe Duke of Vendôme 

T> Efembled Henry IV. in many refpefts : Lite 
him he was frank, libéral, hafty, without 
Spleen, Pride or Oftentation. He was too 
long left in Indolence and Inaftion. The 
Soldiers called him Father. His Réputation 
rather than his Abilities beat the Imperialifts in 
Sfain. He had a Fund of Sloth and Indolence, 
a great ihare of Senfe and fome Knowledge of 

Hiftory. 
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Hiftorjr. He would hâve the Abbé de Chaulieu 
Write the Hiftory of his Campaîgns. Though 
a bad Orator he fpoke with Energy. He loved 
Pleafure too much, and was too indélicate ia 
the Choice of his Companions : It feemed as if 
he imagined his Prefence was fuiEcient to endow 
a whole AfTembly with Merit equal to his own. 

The Dauphin 

tJ AD an excellent Heart, was a good Father, 
a dutiful Son, a tender Hufband, and 

a fincere Friend. As a private Gentleman, he 
had been adored ; had he reigned, he would 
hâve perceived that ail thefe Qualities were not 
fit for the Throne. His Manners were gentfe ; 
he was quite void of Ambition; and fincérely 
dreaded to furvive the King. 

Madame de Longueville 

XTITAS very beautiful, had great Wît, and died 
liice a Saint. Her Youth was fpent in the 
Intrigues of the Civil Wars, in which fhe beha-^ 
vcd with more Art than Wifdom. God touched 
her Heart, and fhe unfortunately fell into the 
Hands of the Janfenifts, whom fte favourcd. 
She led an auftere Life; her Devx)tion was 
fcvcrc, but not ridl<îulous ; and though natu« 
rally of a tender Conftitution, would chufe ta 
fiand, by way of Mortification. 'Tis faiâ 

ihe 
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Ihe died o£a Deçay, occafioned by defiying lier- 
felf fufficient Nourîfhment» 

Marjbal Turennc 

■flTAS onc of the grcateft Men of the Age. A$ 
his Eye-brows met, his Afpeâ was bad^ 
and very^eceitful, for more Mildnefs^Benignity 
and Humanity were never found in a Man» 
Though he was lofty, yet he knew how to be 
extremely modeft* He was a Stranger to iSdf?v 
Intereft, whether in great or ûnall.Matters^ and 
knew not even his own Circumftances» H& 
committed a Fault in imparting to. his Nephew; 
the Cardinal de Bouillon^ what he ought not tcx 
hâve trufted him with. Aiiother Error niay be 
placed to his Account, and that was, revealing an 
AfFair of great Importance to a young Lady^ 
whom he loved. But why fhould we feek Faults 
where there are fo many Virtues to be admired ? 
He was al)yays compared to the Prince of CknJé^ 
Withoutdeciding in favour of eUher, thelVince^s 
Valour was mo^e confpicuous, and that of M» 
Turenm more prudçAt. He was a Stranger to 
every Vice. The King ufed ail his Endeavours 
to convert him, but he ^^as convinced long be- 
fore he abjured : He deferred thatMoinent, left 
it ihould be.impMted to Complaifance totfaè 
King. He was an Eyerwitnefs» xi^ the- MirsLclo 
that happened at the Louvre : A Ficp- hav^iAg 

broke 
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broke <mt in the Gallery, and threatening ai 

terrible Conflagration, the Hoft was brought 

near, and the Pire went out : Upon which be 

coûld not help faying, Ihavejeen itj andcanmt 

:Jffûbtûfit. 

. Monfieur Colbert 

"O Éftored the Finances, which the Prodîgality 
<A FûUquit and the Avarice of Mazarin had 
• greatly difordered. He was the Patron of eveiy 
Man that diftinguiflied himfelf hj any Merit or 
Talent. He encouraged Commerce. He wâs 
hatèd, on Account of his being harih and cool. 
He was modeft, and yet weak enough to giVe 
himfelf out for a Gentleman^ He was extolled 
after his Death % but his greateft Elogium is to 
be found in the Conduâ of ail his Succeilbrs. 
The Vexations he met with from M. de Louvois^ 
whô made the King launch out into ail Sorts of 
Expences, fhortened his Days. He raifed his 
Family too high \ but it is certain that they 
ferved the King faithfully. 

"^be Marquifs de Louvois 

\X7AS a Man of great Parts, inde&tîgable, 
verfed în the loweft Branches of Bufinefs, 
of profound Secrccy, pryîng into every Thing, 
and wanting to know even the moft common 
Handicrafts. He was rough and fevere, attached 
tp the King and to the State, but fo prefumptuous 

and 
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and contradiâiiig, that he thereby became into* 
lerable to bis Mafter. He had a quick Con- 
ception of Things, formed bis Plan fpeèdily» 
and executed it as readily. Tbe Military Men 
were much divided iji tbeir Opinions of bim : 
He was abnoft as mudr bdoved as he was 
hated. His confiant Error was, that he always 
hindered M&rfbal Ijuremu, from puihing his 
Conque(l« Without Wars he could not bave 
k^t his Poft, and he was fenilble of it : After 
his Death his Heart was found uncojnmonly 
contraâed, by whidi fome thought bç died of 
Griefi others faid he was poifon'd. 

Tbe Prince of Contî 

TTâD great Talents both natural and acquired, 
a magnanîmous Air, an awful Manner of 

Ipeaking, a noble ai^d eafy Carriage. He was 
Vf rfed in the Art of War, and had Courage. 
Gratitude was none of his Virtues : Had he 
known how to bend, he had been King of P«- 
iartd. The King was' not forry that he aimed 
at that Ç)ro>^p, ' but would hâve been con- 
cerned if he had attained it. , ^e thought 
with more * Wifdom than . Ambition : fpoke 
gracefully, and wrote wcll. He committed 
a Fault in betraying a Kind of Contempt and 
Hatred of the Jefuits : He was fgipeâed of 

adopting tbe new Opinions» but raifed faimfelf 
1 '» ' ijj 
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fo far above thofe Sufpiclons, that the King 

did not efteem him the lefs ', but he could never 
love him. 

Marjhal Luxembourg 

TTCTAS brave, and Mafter of hîs Profeffion ; 
but he fo ill improved his Advantages, 

that one would hâve been apt to think he con- 
quered rather by Infpiration than by his Abili<- 
ties. He had fomething finiftcr in his Couhte- 
nance, but the Préjudice conceived from it wore 
off after a little Acquaintance wîth him. He 
was the perfonal Enemy of Louvoisy who gave 
him the utmoft Provocation : He revenged him- 
felf on his Enemies at Home only by his Vie- 
tories. Whcn in Prifon, he vowed their De- 
ftruâion j the Moment he was fet at Liberty, 
•he ran to embrace them, and forgave them. 
Such as accufed him of magie Arts ought them- 
felves to be accufed of Credulity ; and thofe who 
could think him guilty of poifoning, were at 
leaft guilty of Malice. He was pious towards 
the End of his Life ; fond of being compared 
with Turerme ; and laughcd when he heard Condi 
compared to tliat ^reat Man. 
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Fàtber de la Chaife 

"LlADgood Senfeand anupright Heart Hîs 
MoraUty was pure as his Manners : He 
was neverthclefs accufed, with fome Founda- 
tion, of not having always becn fo feverç. It 
was a fuperficial Knowledge of . Medals that 
niade the King take a Liking to him. His Me- 
ridian was brilliant, but his Beginning and his 
End weré not anfwerable to ît. He was of a. 
plîai)t Temper; and tho' envicd by mariy, yet 
had butfew Enemies. 

Madame de Fontanges 

"VIT" AS great in every thing ; magnificent, 
prodîgal, lofty; a Contraft to A? Valiere^ 
The Splendor of Favour affeâed her more thaa 
the Pleafure attending upon it. There was 
fomething 'majcftic iii Ker Beauty. Her Imagi- 
nation çarned her to evèry Thing that was. 
grand and élégant. The King loved her paf- 
fionately, doubtlefs on Account of a Similitude 
of Charaéler ; but . his Love lafted not long„ 
becaufefhe wànted good SenTe. 
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The Dauphinefs 

"tT^AS devout, but Dévotion did not cure 
her of hcr odd, whimfîcal Ways : She 
was haughty and diftruftful ; and the Ladies that 
attended her, fuffered a great deal in the laft 
Months of hcr Life. The Dauphin would 
hâve loved her, had (he been pleafed to havc 
permitted it. 

Af. d!^ Harlai, Arcbbifljop of Vzxi^^ 

"llIirAS never liked by the Ktng : He was vtvf 
zealous, but his Zeal was ill natured : 
His Ambition, like his Genius, knew no Bounds» 
He attacked Herefies nither to obtain Favour at 
Court, than for the Sake of Truth. Had he 
been as great a Man as he imagined himfèlf to 
be, his Paffion for Women was fufficient to ftaiu 
his Glory. This Irregularity was fb notorious, 
that it could not but give the .Kinga Diiguft to 
making any Ufeofhim. Nfadame^frZ * * * 
made him commit many Faults, and procured 
him no Comfort for his Diigraces. 
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The, Marquis de Seignelai * 

/CAPABLE of governing the State, was at 
the (kme time incapable of managing his 
domeftic AiFairs. Nevcr did any Son Icfs re- 
femble a Father : He had none of his PrinCiples, 
though he had been long employed under him. 
He difFered from Zouvois in that kis Views 
reached to the moft diftant Objeâs, whereas 
Louvois was intent only on the neareft. He 
aimed at being a Philofopher, a MinifteF, and a 
Soldier; and this Whim of exçeUing in every 
thing, procured him great Succefs and a great 
deal of Ridicule. He wasaâive, vigilant, up- 
right I and loved the State ilill more than the 
King. His Débauches {horteqed his Days. He 
died poor, through his own Fault 

Louis XIV 

TjAD no other Defeâs than thofe of his Edu- 
cation. In Youth he was the moft amiable 
Man in his Kingdom ; in Age the beft Chri- 
ftian in it. Adverfity did not fhake him. He 
got the better of ail his PaiHons, except his 
Tafte for Magnificence. He loved ail thofe 
that ferved him punâually and heartily. He 
hated Calumniators, Slanderers, and wicked 
Mcn ; Was very referved, yct vcry fincere. 
• Son of Colbert. 

2 Marjha} 
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» 

MBLTJbal Catinat. 

P^EW Men knew faim, for he was averie 
to being communicative. At Court he was 

not reiifhed : Hls outward Càrriage dilcovered 
nothing of the great Man in him. He was 
faardly known in Paris : In the Army. he was 
adored. No Man ever had féwer FriéB^^i but 
thofewere remarkablé ror a Zeal abd an Ad- 
miration to be feldom found in Frîéndfhip. 
When lie was out (^Employment, it ufed to be 
iàîd of him, diat he was capable of executing any 
fhîng. He raifed himielf withôut caballîng : He 
never (bunded hls own Praife : He (corned to 
ward off any Blow, which envtous Ferions, for 
he had no Enemies, aimed at him. He died 
calmly, fearing nothing, hoptng nothing, per- 
haps helîeving nothing. Hfs Merit was natu* 
rai; it.coft him nothing. He was abovelio- 
hours. Though charged with irreIigioD> ht 
was never accufed of any Vice. 
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